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LETTER k. 


From Mrs. F—^ 

Paris, 18th Aprie, 177^. 
X BELIEVE before I left Eng’Iand it was 
apfieed that, my Letters should not in gencraH 
bo addiessed to any one particularly, as they 
V, ill be something’ in the style of journals; there<« 
fore a contrary method would he rather embar* 
rassing—I suppose you begin to think that I 
have forgotten you all; but it really has not 
been in my power to write till now, of which 
assertion an account of our route will furnish 
abundant proof.—We reached Dover at about 
•even in the evening of the (in eyes,) ever 

B memorabto 
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^wemora^jikh of April. The thoughts ef 
what wei^uffered on that da}'^ can never 
fee bahUhed oiie instant frorji my recollection, till 
it shall please to g'rant ns a happy meeting*. 
My constant prayers are that, we may be ena¬ 
bled to support this dreadful separation with for¬ 
titude—but I dare not trust myself with the sub¬ 
ject; my very heart seems to melt as 1 write, and 
tears flow so fast as to compel me to shut one 
eye while I proceed. It is all in vain, i imist 
leave olT. And must weehs, nay months elapse be¬ 
fore 1 can have the SutUtdCluiu of even hearing 
from you? How shall I support the idea! oh 
my dear Fathei*! my beloved Mother! for 
your poor girl’s sake, take care of your pre¬ 
cious health; do not be ur 4 happy. The Al¬ 
mighty will, 1 doubt not, preserve us th each 
other; something tells rae that we shall meet 
again ; and you have still two ei^cellent children 
left to be your comfort; they I know will use 
every eflbrt to keep up your spirits; happy to 
be so employed! but let me not repine; thU 
trjal is not permitted, hut fqr all wise purposes, 

I will npw lay down my pen and endeavour 
iQ acquire a calmer set of Idea^, for I must ei¬ 
ther write with more fortitude or not at all. 
fpr a little while; 1 will try ,to take sorpe 

refreshment 
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refreshment^ *nd then resume my pen. Half 
past four P. M.—In vain I strive^ the thought!! 
of home still prevail/ and totally preclude every 
other consideration. 1 know no better method 

A 

of chasing these intruders, than by proceeding 
with the narrative of our joiirney ; allons dojic. 
We embarked at Dover for Calais on the lUh 
at 5 P. ]M. and had a most delightful passage 
of just three hours, from port to port. I wish¬ 
ed for a little sea sickness but either the wind 
was not high enough, or I am become too good 
a sailor, to expect benefit this way, for I remain¬ 
ed perfectly well. I assure you there is a deal 
of ceremony used here now. On coming within 
gunshot of the Port, we hoisted a French flag, 
and were permitted to sail quite up to the Quay, 

m 

We met the other packet coming out, which ac¬ 
counts for my not writing by that mail.—I have 
neglected to mention that Mr. B-— the young 
gentleman whom Captain Mills recommended 
as a travelling companion, joined us before we 
left England. His appearance is by no means 
prepossessing; he seems a dissipated cha¬ 
racter and more calculated to shine in convivial 
parties than to render himself agreeable in the 
common routine of society ; whether this opinion 
be just or not, time will discover. On landing 

U % we 
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■we were all drawn up to^cllier, and ordered to 
llie Custom House, where we gave in our names, 
OBCupations, &c. they next marched us about half 
a mile farther to wait on the Governor, in order 

c 

that he might put any questions he chose to ns ; 
Ills Lordship not being visible, we were forced to 
arm ourselves with patience and proceed to his 
Commissary, where we found it a mere matter 
of form, they asking but wbat was known be¬ 
fore. However I assure you, wc thought more 
than we dared to express on the occasion. Only 
imagine how disagrccahle to be dragged about 
ill such a manner immediately after a Sea voyage 
instead of reposing ourselves. After all wasSr 
iBcttled, we first took places in the Diligence 
for the next day; then called on Monsr. Pigault 
de TEpinoye, to whom you will rcmeniber I 
had been formerly introduced. He received 
us with his usual kindness and liospitality. This 

gentleman is descended in a direct line from 
one of the six brave Citizens of Calais, who so 
nobly ofiored themselves as victims to save their 
beloved country from the barbarous sentence 
pronounced against it by our third Edward. 
He is much esteemed by his countrymen on this 
account. 


This 
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This being* my fourth visit to CaVais, 1 
must of course have fonnovlv described every 
thing worth notice there, so shah merelv say we 
sat off from thence on the l^th In?A. at 8th A. M. 
and reached Boulogne about noon. The sight 
of this place brought to my mind rnany plea¬ 
sant recollections of the social hours pasi-ed 
th.ere. I called on several friends, and \vas 
much urged to prolong m}* stay among them, 

but that you know was impossible. Indeed far 
rather w'ouhl I, had time permitted, have taken 
cne turn round the ramparts, to enjoy the 
inelaiidiolv r-atisfartion of once a-raiu behold- 
ing the white clilfs of m\’ dear native land, 
so frequently viewed from thence. 

Von must expect me to make frequent omissi¬ 
ons and mistakes, ft)r two men have just placed 
themselves under my -window with humstrums; 
and indeed there is constantly some noise or 
other through tlie day and evening; sometimes 

two or three dancing hears; and a few hours ago 
they exhibited a poor little Porcupine, 1 pitied 
the miserable animal from mv heart. What 
can these unhappy creatures have done to me¬ 
rit being so bumented ? (now byway of pa- 
rentbesis, I could almost wish that a London 
mob liad possession of the two musicians, as pos- 
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•ibly the discipline of a horse-pond might he of 
use in teaching them for the future, belter ern- 
j loyment on Sunday evenings); but to proceed; 
Wc 'eft Eoulc^ne (a place I ghall ever ^linire, 
tiid perhaps regret), and about ten at niglit 
xeacbtel iVlontreiu], from whence we departed 
attlace oiiTuesday morning, dined at Abbeville, 
ai.d by eight in the evening w ere sot down at the 
same inn, where you may remember we stopped 
V. hen t .avclling this road before, but were hur- 
lie.i :• >vay when wc had scarcely lasted a morsel, 
UK .‘.r t rctcnce of the Diligence being ready, 
fc .a aiterwaids detained in the yard an hour; 
itor end our liostess in any respect deviate from 
her former character, as you shall hear. As 
a lady in company and myself were greatly 
fatigued we chose tea, but none being procura¬ 
ble there, were forcc'd to use our own ; ihe rest 
fsat down to supper, which 1 had predeter¬ 
mined to avoid doing. lie fore they had a 
quarter finished, in came the woman ; never 
did I behold such a horribly looking great crea¬ 
ture. 'MVell” said she 'Mhc coach is rea¬ 
dy and on being asked if she wanted to get rid 
of us, replied that it was equal to her whe¬ 
ther we went or staid provided slie were paid 
for our suppers: at last when compelled to re¬ 
linquish 
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linquish her claim on that score from the lady 
and me, she insisted on being allowed Iwenty- 
Ibur sous for the^ hot water, this \vc compli¬ 
ed with, to oblige our hospitable countrywo¬ 
man, (tell it not in Gath 1 blush to acknow¬ 
ledge the claim) but persisted in remaining till 
on being summoned by the driver, nearly an 
hour afterwards, vve sat off and travelled sixty 
miles without alighting, to Chantilly, where is 
a famous palace belonging to the Prince of 
Condo, but to my great inortincation, I waa 
through weariness obliged to remain in tha 
house wb.ile the rest of iLe party went to sc» 
it. Well never mind, you can road better des¬ 
criptions of it, than mine would have been, 
prom thence we proceeded to St Denis, where 1 
was fortunate enough to oblain a cursory view 
ofthe ancient aiib'^y ; a most magnificent struc¬ 
ture, the burying place of the Kings of France. 
Such scenes naturally induce reflections on ilia 
vanity of all human grandeur, and lead to a me¬ 
lancholy, rather soothing than otherwise, to 
minds wearied by exertion, or irritated Hy dis¬ 
appointment. Having however little leisure 
to indulge these reveries, we passed on to the 
Lfibrai'y, where among other trophies is deposi- 
Ud the sword of our illustrious Talbot; a pang 

ehol 
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Bhot acros<? my heart at the cxiiltinp: manner 
in which it was exhibited; in short I felt as an 
Englishwoman, a more sevei;p degree of nati¬ 
onal inortiiication, than tliis .Memento of an event, 
so long* gone by seemed calculated to produce. 
The sacred relies w'ere next displayed, amongst 
which are, an eye of St 'riiomas the a}}OStle, the 
aliouidei* blade of 1 forget what saint, and a 
small phial of tlie Virgin Mary’s milk; at the 
sight of these absurdities I silently blessed God, 
that my religious instruction had not been blend¬ 
ed with such cuiiningjly devised Fables. If, all 
the gems they shewed us were g'enuine, the 
Tieasuiy must be immensely rich, for many 
of the shrines were almost covered n ith tl>em. 
VVe arrived at Paris about eight on Wed¬ 
nesday ; and most dreadl’nlJy fatig'ueil was I ; 
nor will that appear strange when one consi¬ 
ders that, for the last sixty miles ihe carriag'c 
went as fast as eight Innses could draw it, 
over a strong rough paveinemt; never stopp¬ 
ing but to change horses, and at St. Denis to re¬ 
pair a wheel. As the post went off next 
morning, I could not recover myself sulhcient- 
ly to write by it; but now feel quite strong 
again, and having brought you to Paris, may 

venture to take a little reposo as it is past ele¬ 


ven. 



vori. fJlhT A. 'M. I have risen tlms earV f)n 
purpose lo finish my Ie((er (which must be ia 


t h e (iiZ r e be fore tr n "'i. 


I find Hltlc altcraliou in 


il-id Place; the people behave a? polkcly as iftherc 
'.vero no \^i ur, or even dispute between ng. 
Thi^; yon know is not the rc 2 :ion of Politics, 
therefore little cun be mentioned under that 

head. I could comruiuiicatc some few ob-seV' 
VL.lI''»ri«. but as peilfa])s this may be inspectetb 
jiui^ve it luorc priuionl lo supprc-ss them. A 


vaiiesy of circumseuiices has contributed to de- 
(fiiii ns here much Ion,ever than wc intended: 
and 1 urn tiaiiVil we shall not leave Pari* 
kH'forc Thursday; however this will be tlie only 
ix iter 1 shall write lottil i can 2civc vou intclU- 
c,’c)ico of onr safe i^^rrival at Aiarseillcs, vvhicli 

\*i)l be I 'Uiipose in about a fortnight. From 
fimnei' lo lie^'horu we must coast it in a 

v.l m 

hh'iura. So if \ ou write by the mail of the 
SOih atldrcssed to nvo at the Post Office Legv 
liorn, }our letler wi-il be sure to meet me there, 
f have a thousand things more to say, but must 
reserve them for my next, for if! miss the post 
it will 1 am sure, malte you veiy uneasy—God 


bless vou. 


Amour's affectionately 


C 
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LETTER II. 

JIfy jiEAn Friends, 

Paris 24tk April 1779, 
Being de^incfi for ^^ant pf our passports^ | 
find it necessary for my comfort to hold the only 
communication now in my power >vith you. 
Last night we ^yere at the Colissce, a place re¬ 
sembling our Ranelagh; there were some 
brilliant fire works to be exhibited^ and as it is 
the custom for Ladies to stand upon chairs to see 
them, a gentleman of our party haying' placed 
us with our backs against a box, went to pro¬ 
cure some. During his absence the Queen 
entered the box attended by the Duchess 
D’Alen^on, and several other ladies. I had 

seen her Majesty before nt Verseilles, and 

« 

thought her at that time very handsome, but 
had no idea how much better she would book, 
by candle light. Sh& is delicately ^ fair and has 
certainly the sweetest blue eyes that ever were 
seen; but there is a little redness, a kind of 
tendency to inflammation around them, and 
she is likewise slightly marked with tlie small 
pox; both which trifling blemishes were then 
imperceptible, aidl she appeared perfectly 
beautiful. On entering the box she sat down, 
und pressed the Dutphess to sit also, which 

the 
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fHe latter iri terms of great respect decHn- 
ing, the Queen in d tone of kindness that it ig 
impossible to forget, ^said, Then you will oblige 
nie to stand/’ rising as she spoke. The Duchess 
then complied, and they conversed together 
very agreeably during their stay. Her majesty 
seemed highly gratified by the entcrtainments> 
and expressed her approbation, in what I could 
not help thinking, rather too familiar a way 
for a person of her exalted rank: frequently 
clapping her hands and exclaiming aloud,**, 
Ah ! mon Dieu que e'est charmant, ah! que c*est 
joli.** The Royal party soon retired, and we 
afterwards walked in the Rotunda! than which 
a more brilliant spectacle can scarcely be 
imagined. The ladies were all splendidly dress- 
cd, and their heads adorned with feathers in 
greater profusion, and far more lofty, than is 
customary with us. But enough of this, I 
must now turn to a very different subject, hav¬ 
ing hitherto neglected to inform you of a singu¬ 
lar conversation (and its result) which passed 
in the Diligence, as we came to this place. We 
bad among the passengers a Mr. H—an Eng¬ 
lish Jew, and two brothers, named Ar-f 

diamond merchants, who were just returned 

B 2 io 
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to their native country after a long residence in 
London. The former had left Paris some 
years and resided in a provjncial town. Speak¬ 
ing of this circumstance he observed that, his 
principal reason for quitting the Capital was 
his dread of assassination, to which he thought 
it probable that bis religion might render him 
more liable, than other inhabitants; althougli 
he admitted he had no proof that persons of his 
persuasion were among the more frequent 
Victims. This statement, of course, excited both 
surprize and curiosity in us, who were fore¬ 
igners ; and the elder Mr. A—f evidently mor¬ 
tified at such discourse, and doubting a repre¬ 
sentation of facts from so prejudiced a quarter, 
and about which it had not fallen in his way to 

f 

inquire, stoutly denied the charge; buttlie Jew 
would not give wp the point. He said that 
in a certain part of the City, where there 
were many houses of ill fame, it was but too 
common to rob and murder those, who were 
inveigled into them, and afterw'ards throw tl:je 
bodies into the Seine; when taken out they 
were conveyed to the Petit Chatelct to be owned, 

, and that who ever would take the trouble to 
T'^isit that place would find that, out of the 
ypnimbers deposited there were very few (as 

reported 
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reported merely drowned persons ; but evidently 
such as had di^ by violence. This conversa¬ 
tion ended (as that men frequently does) by a 
wager between the parties, both whom agreed 
to refer the matter to Mr. P—. The Jew was 
to lose, if, ill one week seven bodies under 
suspicious circumstances should not be found 
exposed at the Petit Chatelet. 1 thought this a 
monstrous supposition; for though I had often 

heard of people being drowned in the Seine, 
and the e.xplicit detail of Mr. H—led me to 
fear that, the manner in which they met their 
fate, was but too truly described, yet 1 could 
not believe the number of victims to be so 

great. The result of Mr. F-'s, researches 

has unhappily placed the fact beyond a doubt. 
VVitliiu the last seven days, ten misera¬ 
ble wretches have been exposed, who had 
marks of violence on their bodies, and of these, 
there were two dreadfully mangled. But I 
will say no more on this shocking subject than 
merely to observe, that there must be either 
some radical defect in the police, or a degree 
of ferocity in the people, not to be repressed 
by the severe penal Laws, which in other 
countries are found nearly adequate to the 
purpose. The slight degree of feeling express¬ 
ed 



C 14 ] 

« I 

ed by tlie lower order in speaking of siicfi 
things^ even when pressed on their senses, 
evinces a hardness of heiyt approaching to 
absolute insensibility, that to me seems quite 
revolting: 1 myself asked a young woman, who 
had been peeping through the grate at the Petit 
Chatelet, what was to be seen there? '"Oh” 
replied she, with great apparent indifference, 
seulcment quelques bras etjambes” (only some 

arms and legs). I have written myself into a 
train of most uncomfortable thoughts, so lest 

I infect you with the gloomy ideas that fill my 
mind, the wisest way will be to say adieu! Wc 
shall now soon be out of Paris. 

Ever your*s 
&c. &c. 


LETTER HI 
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LETTER III. 

jl/r Dear Sister. 

Paris, 27th April, 1779. 

* 

As I do not propose sending this before 
^Monday, I shall have full time to write every 
particular. I date once more from this sink of 
impurity, contrary to my expectation. We have 
been detained thus lon^ that the Lieutenant de 
Police might have time to make the necessary 
enquiries about us, but have at last obtained 
pur passporis, and thank Heaven shall soon 
breathe a purer air. From the first place we stop 

at, I purpose giving you a further account of 
our accommodations in tlic superb and elegant 
city of Paris, famous tliroughout the world for 
its superiority over all others, especially in the 
points of cleanliness and delicacy. I assure you 
that, so long as I before resided in France, I 
never till now formed an adequate idea of it: 
but adieu for the present: I am going to drink 
tea. How do you think I make it? Why in an 
parthen pot an inch thick at least, which serves 
the double purpose of tea kettle and teapot, so 
it is all boiled up together and makes a most 
curious mess.- 

t ’» 
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Auxcrre en Burgoync, 

130 ^kflLtES, De Vkkis, 

When I wrote the above I *wa6 in a g^reat rat^e 
and not without reason, pent up as we were 
ill a street scarce wide enough to admit the 
light; our chamber paved with tiles, which, 
most likely have never been welted, nor even 
rubbed, since the building of the house; add 
to this two ConunodlLes in the same state, on 
tl>e stairs, and you will not w^onder that my 
constitution was not proof against the shock; 
the very air 1 breathed seemed almost pes¬ 
tilential. However thank God 1 escaped with 
one of my feveretts of four days continuance. 
When I began this better I was but just 
recovering: no creature to do the least thing 
ff)r me in the wav I had been accustomed to; 
obliged to prepare for my departure the next 
morning, though scarcely able to crawl; and 
to crown the whole a most extravagant bill to 
pay for being poisoned with Dirt. Well we 
sat off, and the fresh country air soon restored 
me to myself-^but I have not told you how wo 
travel. 

AVe found the route totally different from 
what we expected, and that we must be posi¬ 
tively 
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tlvfely niicler the nccesaity of going’ by land tO 
Chalons sur Soane, which is three hundred 
miles from Paris: uotv as we could gel no 
remittances till our arrival at Leghorn, it did 
not suit ^us to take the Diligence, so after 
mature deliberation we determined on pur¬ 
chasing two horses, and an old single harsechai^e; 
but how to avoid being cheated, was the ques¬ 
tion; for Mr. Fay did not care to depend »n 
his own judgement in horseflesh—He mads 
enquiry and tbund that there were many eng- 
lishmen employed in the stables of Noblemen 
here; so putting a good face on the matter he, 
went boldly to the Due de Chartres* Castle, and 
scraped acquaitance with his head groom, who 
•was very proud to see a countryman^ and 
immediately on being told the affair, offered 
his assistance. Accordingly they went next day 
to the cattle Fair, wdiere he pitched on an ex** 
cellent draught horse, only a little touched in 
the wind, on which account he procured hint 
for six guineas, so there cannot be much lost 
by him, even if he turn out amiss. But I dare 
say he will prove a most useful beast, for he 
has drawn Mr. B—r, and myself in our chaise 
(which by tlie bye we bought for seven guineas) 
at the rate of thirty five miles a day: and does 

D not 
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not seem in the least fatigued, though we had 
our heavy trunk at our back: so much for 

Azor—now for his heljvmate Z<^mire. In 
the course of convci*sation with his new friend, 

Mr. Fay found that, there \ras a very pretty 
inare in the Due de Lausanne's siabies, which 
had been intended for the course, but would 
hot bear training; so he agreed to give eight 
guineas for her. Mr* B.—was to ride her 
tiext day to a horse-race in the Bois de 
Boulogne, and we w'cre to accompany him in a 
post chaise. But alas! poor lUau! it was an 
unfortunate attempt. It seems he had never 
f>ecn used to riding, and was ashamed to own it, 
(one of the weaknesses to wliich I really believe 
hien are almost invariably subject), so wishing 
to pass for an excellent horseman, he mount¬ 
ed with .pretended courage: but through 
actual fear, reined her in so tight that miss, 
knowing the weaknes of her rider, reared up 
on her hind legs, threw him first, Uud then 
fell backward over him. We thought by the 
violence of the fkll that be must have been 
killed, but he came off with a few bruises; 
we bad him bled immediately, put him to bed 
and left him in good hands till onr return. 
Mr. Fay mounted Zemire, and we proceeded 

to 
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course, where we were very agreeaUy 
fntertained, only it grieved me to see so many 
beautiful English •horses galloping about; I 
^ould hardly believe myself in Prance, for all 
the gentlemen were dressed after our manner. 
The Count D, A,rtois might very well have been 
taken for a Jockey in his buck-skin breeches, anci 
i*ound hat. The bets were chiefly between him, 
^nd the Due de Chartres; tho horsea \vere all 
rode by englishmcn: as to our little mare she. 
\vould fain have been amongst thcm> but she, 
had no\y a rider who knew hovy to manage her, 
and is punislied for her audacity;, for Mr. 
B—has. not the courage to mount her «tgain, 
and she is forced to carry, Mr. Fay with, a. port¬ 
manteau of twenty pemnds weight—You wilL 
wonder at my temerity when I acknowledge 
having myself vcntm*ed to mount Zemire, after- 

Mr. B-a, accident. 1 first however, saw 

her tried by several persons, and wishing to 
b.e abie to vaiy the exercise by riding n^y and 
then, during om- journey, was induced to make 
the attempt. She performed twice very well; 
but on ^le third day:* umbrella, being 
snapped close to her nose, just as 1 was 
going to set off, she began to rear, on which I 
instinctively abandoned both whip and reins, and, 

H ^ throwing^ 
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throwing my whole weight forward, clasped her 
round the neck with all my might, this sudden 
manoeuvre fortunately kept her down : I seized 
the critical moment and alighted in safety with 
no other injflry, than a little fright, and the 
consciousness of looking rather foiolish. Nor 
has she ever been guilty of the like towards 
any one; so that my character for horsemanship 
is completely established. ^Ye have cer¬ 

tainly very lucky in pur purchases ; the horses 
perform wclj, and the chajsc, without being 
particulary uneasy, seems very strong. I am 
told they will bring a good price in the Souths 
hut you shall hear, 

J have nothing particular to say of the country • 
perhaps it may be national prejudice from 
which no person is entirely free, but notwith¬ 
standing all their boasting, I do not think it 
equals my own dear England. Jt must be 
allowed that the present season is not the most 
favoufable for making ohservatipns, for they cut 
the Vines close to the stumps in the winter, 
and as they arc nqt yet much sprpute^^, one secs 
nothing hut a parcel of sticks jn the manner 
pf our hop poles, but not above thirty inches 
|ngh, which gives an air of barrenness Ihc 
pr^sjpcct. I do not ^now whgt my mother 
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would do here, as she is not fond of wine; for 
iliere is nothing; else to drink. For my own 
part, and I believe I may answer for my com¬ 
panions, I cannot say that I find any ^reat 
hardship in being obliged to put up with toler¬ 
able Burgundy at about four pence a bottle; 
it is not at all heady, so no creature thinks of 
drinking it niilli water. A pint every meal is th© 
allowance of each. We have all necessaries with 
ns, such as tea, sugar, bread, butler, corn for 
the horses &c: so wc have little to do with 
the Inns, except at night, when we providts 
ourselves with meat for the next day. As to 
breakfast and dinner wc fix on a place where 
there is water at hand, and there sit down 
ander the shade of a tree, and make a fire, 
while the horses graze comfortably, and eat their 
corn. Ask iny dear father if he docs not think 
this a good plan? at least we find it pleasant, 
and much more to our taste, than spending more 
time as well as money, in the wretched pub¬ 
lic houses we have hitherto met with—I wish we 
were hardy enough to make the grass our pillow; 
but that is impossible, so we* must submit to be 
4isgustc4 and pillaged ojice a day. You may 
remember rny remarking that, I was afraid we 
§}iouId sufier during our journey, for the finencs* 

•f 
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of tlte spring which has proved to be the ease* 
The weather has been excessively l^ioi^tcroua 
for the last fortnight with niitth raiiij, ^hun whicli 
nothing can be, more disagreeable on a journey^ 
especially when conducted on a i)lan li^e 
AVc were obliged to stop at Fontainbleau on, 
account of the weather by which rneana we sawi 
the Palace^ and gardens, and were almost 
wet through, for our pains. It is an immense^ 
place; the Chapel has been beautiful, but the 
paintings are much injured by time. There 
is an elegant theatre which I was much pleased 
with. The apartments of ihc royal family are. 
truly superb. We were shewn the council 
chamber where the last peace was signed, and 
I, as an Englishwoman, beheld it with great 
jilcamre you may be sure. Wc saw likewise 
the gallery of Stags, famous for containing above, 
a hundred stags’ heads all ranged in order witlt 
an account, when they were killed and by 
whom, and infamous (at least in iny opinion) 
as being the place where Christina, Queen of 
Sweden, caused Monaldeschi her chief chain- 
berlain to be beheaded, if not absolutely in her 
presence, at least while she remained in an adjoin¬ 
ing robin. I cannot bear that woman’ She ab¬ 
dicated her crown from sheer vanity but retain- 



C 23 ] 

C(1 that passion For despotism \ bi iv >v ca wuctt 
land of feelings slie had cherished, while seated 
on the throne. I tjiink that in her, the faults 
of either sex were blended, to form a character, 
which without possessing the firmness of a man 
or the gentleness of a woman, was destitute of 
the viitues expected in both. Christina may 
have been an accomplished female ; but she can 
never be called great, even by her admirers. 

The gardens of Fontainbleau are all in tJic 
old fashionc('- ;'ingerbread-stvICj on a iientcd 
■with box in a. thousand fantastical shapes. The 
Swiss who shewed us the Palace^ was very 
thankful for a shilling, which is more than any 
person in the same situation would be in England 
for twice as much. The forest of Fontainbleau 
is thirty miles across, and nobody can hunt 
there, without the Kings permission; he comes 
here every season.—We found the roads very 
heavy, but Azor was strong enough to go through 
them?' however we have given him a day’s rest, 
and after dinner shall sctofl'Jchu like. 

Now don’t you envy us all this pleasure? I 
assure you I should be very glad to go all the way 
in the same manner, for we travel without 
fatigue, and the way of living just suits me; 

for 
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for you know I always preferred wine tobe^fi 
but I -.would not have you imagine that I rail 
thake o(F all thouf^ht«« of lioiije; tliey return but 
too frequently, and I really believe now, tliat 
my illness at Pari«, was brought on principally 
by uneasiness of mind: but 1 find 1113 self un¬ 
equal to this subject I mn&t make a resolution 
never to enter upon it; for nhat service ran it 
do to either of us, to be continually recalling" 
unpleasant ideas ; especially when I have need 
of every possible consolation to support me 
in the arduous task, vliicli Providence has called 
upon me to undertake. 


I have now literall}' exhausted my paper, and 
must therefore leave you to imagine every 
thing my heart says to all, and how truly. 

I am, 

your aJfectionatft 
&c. &c. 


LETTER IV 
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LETTER IV. 

t 

J^Y Dear Sister, 

Legiiork^ 17th Jumb, 1779. 

I suppose you hn,ve been long uneasy at my 
silence, but indeed it has not been in my power 
to write sooner—In iny last I gave you reason 
to imagine w'e slvould arrive here in less than 
tliree weeksj by way of Marseilles; but after 
we reached Lyons we w'erc informed, that this 
would prove a very uncertain and dangerous 
mclhod; as between the English and French, 
scarcely ar^y vessel can pass free: therefore 
after mature deliberation, w.e determined as. 
we had still our carriage and horses, to push 
our way boldly through Savoyo, and cross the- 
Alps to Italy. We stopped several days at 
Lyons, which as you and all the world know 
has long been famous for its incomparable silks, 
and velvets; I think it ought to be so for its 
asparagus which is the finest I' ever tasted; 
and remarkably cheap* Being a vegetable I am 
very fond of, and having found it at all timeSc 
beneficial to my constitution, 1 .wished to eat 
it freely ; but was almost disgusted' by the man¬ 
ner in. which it was constantly brought to¬ 
il table- 
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table at the Inn, covered with a thick sauce 
conjposcd of eggs, butter, oil and vinegar. 

Having in vain remonstrated against this 
cooker}^ I at length insisted on seeing the Cook 
himself; and when he made his appearance, 
arrayed as is customary, in a >Yhitc waistcoat, cap, 
and apron, with a meagre face almost as sharp 
as the large knife he held in his hand, 1 calmly 
represented to him that the sauce he had sent 
up, totally disagreed with my stomach, and re¬ 
quested to have the asparagus simply boiled witli 
melted butter, the poor man locked much dis¬ 
tressed 'MVhat without oil!” yes! AVithout 
eggs*' ? certainly! this answer completed his 
misery, '' Ah madamc*' exclaimed he, with 
clasped hands and uplifted eyes grace un pen 
de viniagre! Madame was inexorable, and the 
shrug of contemptuous pity with which he re¬ 
treated was ludicrous beyond expression. 

On arriving near the Alps, it appeared that | 
had formed a very erroneous idea of the route, 
having always supposed that ^yc had only one 
mountain to pass, and that the rest of the way 
was level grouiijl; instead of which when wq 
came to Pont de Bcauvoisiu (50 miles from 
Lyons, and the barrier between France anc) 
6 ?voprc) wc heard the a§;recabl!! news, th^} 

WS 
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Ve had a hundred and twelve miles to travel 
thro' a chain of inountainsj to the great Mont 
Ccnis. 

You may imagine how uncomfordable this in¬ 
formation made us all; with what long faced 
we gazed upon each other, debating how thd 
journey waa to be performed ; but being happi¬ 
ly you know very courageous, I made light of 
all difficulties, and whenever there was a hill, 

mounted Zcmirc, while the two gentlemen took 
it by (urns to lead me as I had not a proper side 
saddle, so poor Azor made shift to drag the 
chaise up pretty well, and in the descents we 
made him pay for the indulgence. I forgot to 
mention that they were very particular about our 
passpoyts at this Barrier, and detained us while 
the Governor examined them minutely, though 
justice compels me to acknowledge that in 
gerteral we were treated with great politeness in 
our passage through Prance; no one ever at¬ 
tempted to insult us, which I fear would not be 
the case were three French people to travel in 
England; I wish I could stay as much for 
their honesty; but I niust confess that here they 
are miserably deficient, however my being ac* 
quainted with the language saved us from flagrant 

E 2 imposition* 
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imposition! Our method was this: we always 
if possible^ contrived to stop at nigiit in a large 
Town, (as to dinner we easily managed that 
you know how), but never did we suffer the 
horses to be put into tlie stable till 1 had fixed 
the price of eveiy thing? for they generally 
ask four times as much for any article as it is 
worth. If I found there was no bringing them 
to reason, we left the house. In particular, at 
Chalons sur Soane, tlte first Inn we stopped at, 
the woman had the conscience to ask half a 
crown for each bed; you may suppose we did 
not take up our abode there, but drove on to 
another very good bouse, where they shewed ua 
- two rooms with six excellent beds in them, 
at the rate of four sous a bed, for as many as we 
wanted; so for once I cominitiied an act 
extravagance by paying for the whole; or w& 
might perhaps have been disturbed in the night 
by strangers coming to take possession of those 
left vacant.. For they are not very nice about 
such matters in France.. 1 have seen rooms with 
six beds in them more than once during our 
route. I only mention the difference of price 
by way of shewing what people may gain 
choosing their houses, for we were really better' 

accommodated at less than one fourth of whal 

we 
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ive must have paid at the other house. Speak¬ 
ing* of Chalons reminds me of a very unplea¬ 
sant circumstance • that occurred to us at the 

following stage, Mr. Fay had •most unAVtsely 
and contrary to my earnest intreaty, pinned 
our passports to the book of roads, which he 
usually carried with him on horse back, and 
as might be expected, they, in a short time 
worked themselves loose, and we were on our 
arrival at the end of the next day’s journey 
alarmed with the idea of their being intirely 
lost, and that Ave should be compelled to return all 
the way to Paris to procure others: happily 
Mr. Fay Avent back & found them at a place 
where we had stopped, I need not tell you 
Avhat fright and vexation, this folly and obstinacy 
cost us: but X hope it Avill have a salutary clfect for 
the rest of our journey. 

In further proof of my assertion on tlic 
subject of honesty, I must relate a little inci¬ 
dent which occurred on our way to Lyons. 
Mr. Fay had changed as many guineas at 
Paris, as he thought would be suibcient to 
bring us to Chalons, and received by weiglA 
twenty four livres ten sous, for each, tlwtt if 
seven pence halfpenny profit: well, (lie 

ilay 
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clay but one we finished our curren't money/ 
but as we were in a city, doubted not of 
bcinjyabic to obtain nearly* the value of c«ir 
guineas. On, inquiry we were recommend- 
to a very religious goldsmith who by the land¬ 
lords account spent almost his whole life in 
acts of piety: after waiting an hour and a 
half till he returned from mass, Mr. F. de¬ 
livered him a guinea, confident of recerv- 
ing its ftiil value : when behold this consci¬ 
entious gentleman after the most minute inspec¬ 
tion and weighing it in a pair of sugar scales, 
generously olfered eighteen livres as a fair price; 
which so enraged Mr. Fay that he immediately 
left him and went to another shop, where 
the utmost they would give was twelve livres: 
only think what wretches! since it was im- 
possi'lilc for them lo be ignorant of its real va¬ 
lue. ]Mr. Fay declared that he would rather 
fast all day than submit to become such a dupe. 
This subjected us to great inconvenience ; after 
discharging the reckoning wc had only thirty 
sous remaining; and sat out with a sum not suf¬ 
ficient lo procure a single refreshment for our 
poor horses; so that at every Inn we were ob¬ 
liged to represent our situation: but found none 
who had honesty enough to oiler us a fair price 

for 
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for our guineas, or the charity to give us even 
a glass of wine or a monel of bread. I leave you 
to guess if our appetites were not pretty keen 
hy the time we arrived at Lyons. 1 shall ne¬ 
ver forget how foolishly we looked at each other 
all day; however a good supper obliterated all 
grievances, and the next morning we found a 
way to exchange our guineas for Louis-d’ors on 
equitable terms. So much for our starving 
adventure : To proceed on our journey. 

On the 20lh we reached Lanneburg, a village 
at tbe foot of Mont Cenis situated in what 
is called a valley, which though really so with 
respect to the mountaius that surround it, is 
even with the clouds. I had a tolerable proof 
of its elevation, for the weather was so 
sharp, that I could not keep a minute from 
the fire. By the way I must observe, that hav¬ 
ing travelled through North Wales, I sup¬ 
posed myself to have acquired a tolerable 
idea of mountains and their appendages, 
such as cascades, torrents, and apparently 
air-hung-bridges &c. but the passage of the 
Alps sets at defiance ^all competition, and even 
surpasses whatever the utmost stretch of my 
Imaginalioa could have pourtrayed. 


The 
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The vullcy of Lnnnebnrg is itself^ the most 
ftlraoge wild place you can conceive^ in some parts 
grostesepio, in others awfully terrible. The 
rocks rise around 3 on so fanlasticallyj that you 
ought almost •think yourself transported to a 
place which nature had made a repository of these 
stupendous productions^ rather with a view of 
fixing (hem hereafter in appropriate situations^ 
than of exhibiting them here. 

But above alb the cnscades throughout the 
road are charming beyond description ; immense 
sheets of v.ator arc seen sometirnoSj falling from 
rock to rock; foaming fretting and dashing 
their spray on every side; and sometimes de¬ 
scending in one grand tlow of majestic beauty: 
in short they went so far beyond any idea I had 
formed of such appearances in natiirCj that they 
scorned to communicate new powers of percep¬ 
tion to ray mind, and if 1 may so express it, 
to expand my soul, and raise it nearer to its 
Creator. The passage has been so ably des¬ 
cribed by various writers, that any formal ac¬ 
count 1 could give yo*.\ of it, would rather waste 
yu)ur time than add to your information. 1 shall 
only tell you how I felt gnd acted : for 1 know 
your aftcction prompts the wish to travel in 

imagination. 
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imagination \vlth the sister you love; come 
then let us ascend Mont Cenis together.—After 
various deliberations it was concluded that I 
should go up across a mule^ as tlie safest way; 
both the gentlemen determined on walking, 
which Mr. Fay knew not to be very difficult,, 
having made the experiment the evening be¬ 
fore. 1 was strictly forbidden to touch the 
reins, being assured that the animal would guide 
lianscif, and tha,t any attempt to direct him coulcl, 
hardly fail to prove feilal. Under this charge, 
judge what I must have felt w'hen my mule, in 
the very steepest part of the ascent and when 
I had become fully sensible of the. high and 
giddy height/' all at once, thouglit proper to. 
quit the pathway, and with great sang-froid stalls 
out upon one of those precipitous projections, 
where only the foot of a wild Goat or Chamoia. 
ought to tread. What did I not suffer 1 I durst 
not touclUhc rein, durst not even call to the guide, 
ipr help. Kvery instant appeared fraught with des-» 
ti’uction, it seemed naadness to die without an cf- 
fort to save one’s self, yet; to make an effort war 
to invitc.thje fate one dreaded. Happily this dread- 
£u} poise between life and death lasted not long; 
Ijpr, thp sagacious animal calmly picking its way 

P 


fell. 



iatq tlie Itack by a palli^ wbicb no humaa 
eye could discern, and the glides gave me great 
praise for my self-command; a praise 1 never 
desire to purchase a^ain byasimil^firtrial. ^fhow-^ 
ever any thing copW repder ? stranger easy in 

crossing the heights, it would b,e the amjvzing skill 
and celerity which these people display ; the road 

>yinds in g zigzag direction; and in the most 
acute, and of course, in the most dangerous 
turns they leap from crag to crag as if (hoy hclt^ 
their lives on lea,se, pnd might safely run all 
risks Hill the term expired.—The plain, as It 
is called, at the top of this mountain is six 
miles across: as >ve prpp^cded we foynd sti\I 
hills on hills, and Alps oix Alps ^rise”; for we 
pontipiied to be surrounded by snow (opt, moun¬ 
tains, wh^re yeigns eternal frost. The heat 
of the suo had thawed the passage, so that 
V’e met with, uo inconvenience, but we pas^r 
ed great quantities of ice lodged, in the crannies 
There is a very large lake on the plain, saW tgi 
^ ^ e , that I can tell nothing abou^ 

but tha,t it contains Excellent, salmon a.nd trout, 
am well convinced, for we stopped at the Inn 
Recording to the laudable custom of all travel- 
Jew, for the sole purpose of tasting it. Ap 
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Inn, say you, at the top of Moiit Cfenis! Yes, li 
is really a fdct, not that I envy them tlieir situa¬ 
tion, but they are nbt the only inhabitants: for 
there are more than twenty farm Jiouses, wherO 
they make most excellent butter aud theese. 
lEvery sjiot aroilnd, \Vhei‘e it is possible for the 
hand of cultivation to scatter seeds for thi use 
of man, is treasured with care and nourished 
by industry; arid yoii see gardens no biggci 
than a dining; tabl€, and fields like a pdtch of 

carpet, from time {b time, smiling bedeath the 
rugged battlements of rocks, likfe thfe Violets peep¬ 
ing ill the hedges. Ftir, among the apparently 
inaccessible heights of this cloud capt** region^ 
they pointed out to nie a Chapel, vulgarly called 
notre pame de’Neige; and justly have they nam¬ 
ed her,‘for eternal snows designate her dwelling; 
if Imwever these simple and sequestered beings 

can there draw near to God, arid experience 
the comfort of religious hope, and providen¬ 
tial care, this singular edifice has not been 
reared in vain, to bless such a region of dcsola^ 
tiort. 

When you read an account of the road, ri 
ivill readily be perceived that my fellow travellers 

F % 
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must have found some difficulty in getting^ th% 
horses over, as the poor breasts were not 
accustomed to such a rif^^ed path; for you are 
to understand that, tlie people in the neigh* 
bouring villages of Lanneburg and Novalcse 
have no other means of subsistence than carry^ 
ing passengers over the mountain. It is there¬ 
fore their interest to render it impassible to any 
but themselves, so that the whole passage of 
fifteen miles, is covered with great loose pieces 
of rock, which must be clambered over; 
the guides skip from one, piece to another like 
goats, and go at the rate of five or six miles an 
hour; but my unfortunate companions could 
itot proceed at this pace; so every ten minutes 
wc had to wait for them—As I was carried 
down in an armed chair, fastened to pofes and 
slung upon straps, in the manner of our sedans, 

between two men and in which I soon felt toler¬ 
ably at my ease; I had the pleasure of aecing 
them continually: sometimes in the clouds, and 
at others nothing visible but their heads, which 
was rather amusing to me, knowing they were 
in no danger, especially as Mr. Fay had affected 
to make very lightof it, and even said'' I might 
walk very well if I chose it,** but when we rcach- 

the bottom^ he told a very different tale, and 

stormed 



itorracd violently at his own suITerinj^s. Tfitf 
drollest part of our procession was, that of the 
poor mule which l^ore our chaise in a kind 
of machine, on its back; and another with 
Ihe two wheels placed on each side, in the 

r 

oddest way imaginable. A good night’s rest 
put us all in good humourj and wc proceeded 
cheerfully forty miles along a very delightful 
I'oad, for the most part planted with double 
TOW'S of trees, to Turin, where we remained 
three days and were much amused ; but hav¬ 
ing crossed the mountain, I must allow my¬ 
self and you a little rest. 

June, 26th.—I was more pleased with the 
Palace at Turin than any other I have met 
with during our journey, not for its external 
appeaiancc certainty, for that is unpromising, 
but the inside amply atones for the deficiency. 
The rooms are all in long ranges, opening 
into each other by doors, which by folding 
within the panncls become invisible. The 
furniture is beyond description rich and ele¬ 
gant, but the best part of every finely decor¬ 
ated house must ever be the paintings, and 
this palace seemed to say, You are al¬ 
ready in Italy: like a true Englishwoman 

however 



Iiowevet, 1 looked more, 1 believe, kl a picture 
of our Charles the first, and afterwards at one by 
Vandyke of that unfortunllte monarch’s three 
children, that^ at any ^llicr in the collection. 
^’h& face of the King is exquisitely done, but 
his dress struck me as too fine, and witiial so 
Stiif, that 1 could not admire it. Poor Cliarlcs ! 
^e arc tempted to forget the errors of the 
iVince, iii .considering the amiable qualities 
and long sufferings of the man : nor is it 
possible to contemplate the benevolent melancholy 
of bis countenance, and credit every accusation 
of bis enemies. I looked on his mild penetrat¬ 
ing eyes, till my own were suffused with tears. 
As to his children, they are the sweetest crea* 
turcs I ever beheld; and to see them thus, was 
perhaps the more pleasant, from a conscious¬ 
ness of ils being the only period wherein they 
could communicate that sensation to a reflect¬ 
ing' mind—There was no tracing the selfish, 
and e\t'iituall 3 ’, callous libertine iu Charles; 
nor the tyrant and bigot in James; all 
seems playful giace, and dignified gentle¬ 
ness; and the painter appears to lia\e given 
a kin'd of royal polish to the beauty (certainly 
far beyond nature,) which he had so happily 
depicied in these unfortunate children. Among 

whai 
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\vhat I deemed the most curious portraits, 
rvere those of Martin Luther, and his wife. \ 
have frequently moditated on this great charafc- 
ler and always felt myself so much ohligcd^ to 
him (especially since my residence in a Catho- 
}ire cpvintry,) ^hat 1 confess I was disap point¬ 
ed to see him a homely, and rather vulgay 
looking man. I cannot belipve Uiis is a good 
likeness; least the one I saw of him in the 
abbey of St Berlin at St Omers, left a very dider-: 
ent impression on my mind. The Reformer 
might not be handsome, in the common accepta¬ 
tion of the word, b,ut surely, penetration 
courage and firm-css must have stampt their 
expression on his features. Her6 is a terrible 


representation of another great man, tho’ in 
niy opinion deficient in the first mentioned 
quality (Sir Thqmas Moore) of his head rather, 
for it appears just severed frpm the body; 
his daughter has fainted at the horrid spectacle ; 
and her complexion is so exactly what it 
should be, that the whole scene appears na¬ 
tural, and you feel too much for her, even 
to offer her restoratives to Ijfe and misery. I 
would not live in the same room with such a 


picture for the world; it would be worse 

I * 

than the cave of Trophonioua. 


1 
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I was doomed to experieence another disapi-* 
pointment in wliat is affirmed to be a faithful 
portrait of Petrarch’s Laura, which 1 ha4 
fancied was Jike the Venus of Apelles, aUj 
assemblage of all that was lovely and grace* 
ful ill woman. You remember my saying, that 
it was worth all the pains I tool; in learning. 
Italian, to read his bonnets in praise of thi^ 
idolized being. So no wonder that Iran eagerly 
to seize on features that had inspired such 
lerses, and awakened such tender constancy 
as Petrarch dispidjcd. Judge then how disagree* 
ably 1 was biirprised at seeing a little red-haired, 
formal looking, old maidish thing, no more 
like the bcai'ty in my mind’s e^e’* than "" I Iq^ 
Hercules. Petrarch too was as ugly as*nccd^ 
bq. Well, well, they are not tlic onl) couple 
seen to most advantage in their Poetic dre^s. 
What further I have to say about the Palace, 
ini’st be very concise. I cannot help infurm* 
ing you though, that we saw the King of 
Sardinia at mass with his whole family but 
none of them seem to be remarkable for beauty. 
Though not esteemed rich, yet he lives in 
great splendour; the furniture of his state 
bed-chamber, even to the frames of the chairs, 
is all of massive silver. 


The 
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T!jc Theatre is a vast building and so magni¬ 
ficent ill every respect, that nothing you have 
seen can give yon an^' idea of it; the stage is so 
evtensive, that when they want to exhib^it battles, 
lirinmpliant entries, or any kind of grand show 
they have room enough to produce the finest 
cn'cct, and really seem to transport you to the 
scene they would represent. Itis not uncommon 
to have tifty or sixty horses, at a time upon 
this stage, with triumphal cars, thrones &c 
See. The King's box, is consistent with his 
inperb IViace; it is as large as a hand¬ 
some parlour, and lined throughout with 
mirrors, which have a beautiful effect, as 
tliey reflect the stage and thus double the 
dis[)lay of its grand processions &c: all the 
boxes this Theatre are neat and 

jDommodions; furnished with chairs and cur¬ 
tains, so that if the company choose tn be re¬ 
tired they are at full liberty; and, as coffee 
and other refreshments are served, they fre- 
(jnently pay little j^ttentioa. to the Stage, ex¬ 
cept when some celebrated performer or grand 
spectacle excites their curiosity. There is a 

smaller Theatre, which opens when this is 

closed, but I did not sec it. 1 visited the 

royal 
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royal gardens, but thought them very uninfcr^ 
esting, as all appear after those that surround 
the seals of our English Nobility and gen¬ 
try; and on running thro' another Palace, 
an academy *and \arions other places, nothing 
struck me as sufiicicntly novel to merit \oiir 
attention; and I have wriUeii such an intoler¬ 
ably long letter, that I must conclude for 
the present, tho* I mean to bring you on my 
journey to-morrow, as f have not ^ct told you 
half that is on my mind; but there is such 
ail iincevtainty in my present movements, 
that it is desirable not to lose a ^^agIe tla\ m 

forwarding a letter. Believe me hovxvcraud 
^vherever J may bc^ 

most atfectionately yours. 


E. F. 
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IN CONTINUATION. 


Leghorn, ^8th Jujte. 

I resume my journal of yesterday which I 
shall now inclose in this; I am still wait¬ 
ing a summons lor departure, and anxious to 
say all I can, to my dear friends, before 
what may probably be a long adieu. From 
Turin we sat out on the 26th ultimo, to 
Genoaj a distance of 130 miles; and now I 
own my courage begun to fail; for having 
been some days ill, I grew so much worse, 
from the motion of the chaise, that we were 
obliged to stop and get Mr. Fay's horse rea¬ 
dy for me to ride, which was a great ease 
to me; but notwithstanding thia relief, on 
the second evening I was seized with every 
sympton of fever, and that of the most vio¬ 
lent kind; Well,” thought I, it is all over 
with me for a week at least;” but thank 

F % 
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God I was mistaken, for at two o’clock in 
the morning, I fell into the mos>t profuse 
perspiration I ever cxpcric^nccd, which, Hio’ 
it exceedingly WTakciicd me, yet considerably 
abated the disorder, and altho’ I felt ill, dis¬ 
pirited, and every way unfit to trdvel, yet 
I made a sad shift to pursue iny journey. 

Unfortunately, in coming out of Alexandria 
tlie place where 1 had been so ill, we had a 
wide river to ford, and there was no nay 
for poor miserable me to get over, but by 
Mr. Fay’s taking me before bim across tbe 
marc, wbich was tolerably well accomplisbed. 
AV hen be had landed me safe he went back, 
and with great difficulty whipped the old 
horse throngli; be w’as up to the girth in 
water, and 1 expected every inoment, he 
would break the chaise to pieces, for lie fre* 
quently attempted to lie down. Wlicn we 
had overcome tliis difficulty we coutiuued in 
toleiable spirits, until our arrival next'-day at 
Ibc Bucliclta, an appenine mountain, by the 
side of w'bich Mont Cenis would appear 
contemptible; it is near twenty miles over, 
without any jdain at the top, so that no sooner 
do you reach its summit, than you turn short, 

and 
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And (lcs( • iul immedialtdy. Had tlie \vfailtCT 
proved line, tile proi^perl IVom tills prouu;;ou? 
4 'inlncuce must li-a*'e been j;lorions; but so 
riiick a fog enveloped us, tlml^ ue could no' 
distinguish any thing* of five yards distance^ 
nnd the cold was as piercing* us with us in 
Januarv'. Never shall 1 fortret the sense of 
ivcari’iomej ovorbcariiig* desolalcness, ^viiich 
hoemrd to bow down both iny body, and mind 
a( this jitnrlni’c, i frit a bind of dejection 
unknown before through all my ])ercg*rinations, 
and which doubtless tended to increase the iin* 
usual fears that operated on my mind, uben 
wc arrived at the end of this da\s* journey* 
It was nearly dark; tlic Inn was little betlcr 
than a large liarn, oi‘ ho\el^ and tiic men we 
found ill it, so cotnjdctely like all wc concci\e 
of IJaiulitti, and assassins, that every horrible 
Story I had heard or read of, instantly eanie 
into my head; and 1 perceived that tlic tiioughls 
of my companions weCe occujiied in the same 
painful way ; our looks w ere the only medium 
of communication we cbuld use, for we were 
afraid of speaking, lest tve vShould accelerate 
Ihc fate we dreaded. Every thing ai'’()iind us 
combined to keep alive suspicion and slrcng'- 
then fear; wc Were at a distance from every 

human 
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human habitation: various whisperings, and 
looks directed towards us, continually passed 
amongst the men, andwc fancied they were en¬ 
deavouring to; (ind whether we had any con¬ 
cealed arms. When we retired for the niglit 
worn out as we were^ not one dared to sleep 
and surely never night appeared so long. 
With the earliest dawn we departed, and as 
the people saw us set out without offering 
na any injury, wo arc now persuaded that we 
wronged them; but yet the impression made 
Upon our minds Avill not easily be effaced ; we 

feel as if Ave had escaped some projected mis- 
, chief. 

AVe- arrived pretty early at Genoa, a grand 
but gloomy disagreeable city, owing'to tlie 
houses being very high, and the streets so 
narrow yoo might almost shake hands across 
them ont of the. window. It abounds with mag. 
nificent Churches and Palaces, principally built 
of the most beautiful marble, at least they are 
fcced and ornamented with it. Their roots 
flat, and rendered very agreeable gardens, by 
flowering shrubs, little arbours, covered with 
>vood-bine and jessamine, elegant verandahs, 
awnings &c. In these the ladies wander from 

morning 
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morning to night.—As far as I can hear oi 
see, they are more remarkable for pride than 
any thing olyc. Their dress costly, but 
Iieavy and unbecoming, except so far as they 
manage their veils, which arc st) contrived as 
to give very good play to a p'air of fine eyes 
They wear rouge; but apply it bc^^-'r thu;i the 
hh’ciu’ii ladies, who mav be said rather to 
plaisLcr than to paint: when the best however 
12 made of tliis practice it is slill a very hate¬ 
ful one in rny opinion—I went to view the 
Palaces of ]i)oi*ia, Doraggio, and Paliavicini, 
Vrlierc arc many line pictures and statues; but 
the rooms aiv so large, and so many of them are 
only half furnished, (hat tliey had on the whole an 
uncoinfortiihie look. I was much pieased with ser- 
veral Of the rliurclies ; the Cathedral is completely 
lined with marble, but I was attracted more 
by the Jesuits’ church on account of the pain¬ 
tings, tliougl), I have neither health nor spirits 
to enter into a particular description of them. The 
assumption of the Virgin by CJuido, is a most 
delightful performance to my taste. I always 
aoiuirc his pictures, but being simply an ad¬ 
mirer, without knowledge on the subject, I sel¬ 
dom hazani a remark as to the manner in which a 
j>icce is executed—.The theatre here is large, 

but 
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but not to ])e compared nilii that at '^rnrin. The 
^nrdt'us are every ndierc in the same style, all 
neat and trim, like a desert Island in a pastry 
cook's sliop, with tvarnish and frippery enoug;li 
to please a Diifcinnan. There are many admi¬ 
rable diiirities in tin’s ciiy; but its chief boasts 
in my opinion, c(tn‘:i‘<(s in l^einj^-the birth place 
of Coh.!ml)iis. who was tnidoiibtedly a o’rcat 
man, and j’rom his talents, firmness, wisdom and 
misfortunes nitilled to inspire admiration and 
pity. 1 often tlioiii»;ht of him, as I passed theso 
streets and was ready to exedaim, yon were not 
noithy ofsiu’ii a Citizeul 'The velvets, 
work, and artilicial llowers manufactured here, 
.viresaidto lie iinrisailed; but I made no pur-r 

clmse:-^ lor vej-y obvious reasons. 

•/ 

^ €• 

We i:aw a veiy i»:rarid procession on •Corpus; 

Chrisli day, at winch the Do^'e assisted, and all 
the principal nobility, clotlicd in their most maj>'- 
uilieent habiliments, and each carrying-a lii«hled 
taper; several iiuag'es also, adorned with jewels 
(as I ^vas informed) to an almost incredildc 
amount, were borne alonn* to grace the spec- 
tarle. It is to he lamented that, this nolde city 
should disgrace Itself by the encouragement 
giv< n to assasiuation, for a man after commit- 
tni'g half a score murders, has only to take a 

boat 
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float -iYliich i^body prevents him from doln^/ 
and claim tlic protection any foreign ship, 
whicii non - to refuse, tiiid there he re¬ 


mains in iafcly 
wretc/ic-j v.'-\ !; 


^ ay saw five of these 
cr. vessel, AVhat you have 


hca ' j c.. ’ ‘ 'c w : nstom of married women 


in it / ^ .’f . .:\v.vled by^ their Cirisbeos, is 

pr'rfcci v L ■: 's‘hcy speak of it Avitli all the 

indihererce imaginable. Surely, after all that 
has been said, the usage must be an innocent 
one, if any thing can be called so which tends 
to sep'irate the afiections of husband and wife, 
and i/iaf, the constant attendance, the pro¬ 
found respect of another man, must be likely 
tv) clfcct. Altogether it is a vile fashion, make 
the best of it, and 1 heartily hope nevei to see 
such a mode adopted in old England. 

We sold our horses at Genoa, for about 
diroc guineas profit—and no more, as Mr. 
Fay embraced the first offer that was made him. 
You who know me, will be well aware, that I 


could not part with these mute but faithful 

• i 

companions of our journey without a sigh. Far 
different were my sensations on bidding adieu 

to our fellow traveller Mr. B-r, who left 

US on our arrival at this place. My first ira*«. 

H 


pression 



[ 50 ] . 

prcssion of his clmmctcr was but too .just, anil 
every day’s experience inorc fidiy ibf-piayed ^ 
mindj estranged from ail that was praise worthy, 
and prone to every s{>ecies <if vice. He professed 
himself almost an Atliei:4, and I am persuad¬ 
ed, had led the life of one; it was perhaps for¬ 
tunate that his manners were as disgusting a^ 
his prineiplcs yvere wicked, and Unit he cen- 
stantly rerninded one, of that expression of the 

P.mlmist the Foul halh said in his heart there 
is no God;*’ as the conunent, he yvas but a fool> 
ro-se to remembrance at the same moment, 

Wc took our passage in a Felucca from Gciusa, 
and arrived herein thirty three hours. My fust 
message was to the Post OHice, where was only 
ooeieiter for me, dated 10th IMay. I am impatient 
for more, being kept in dailv expectation of 
i^ailing, and it would be mortifying to leave any 
hyhind, I must now cuneludc; |)clicve me. 

Ever most affectionately' yoiir’s. 

E. P. 

P. S. I open this to say, our letters and 
remittances are arrived. Ten thousand thaiiks 
for your kindness, but I have not time to add 
another word. 


GUI ER 
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OUTEll MOLE LEGliOJlN, 

On board the llELLESPONl’i 
Dear Friends^ 

July 2d, 171• 
Von may poi’(x*.ive from this date that, 1 have 
<]uiUed [jof^horii, but (low 1 came to take up my 
quarters here, cannot be explained Hill after 
the relation of some particidara which I must 
first notice, in order to proceed regularly with 
my journal. 

Our letter of introduction from Mr. Baretto 
of I^ondon to his brother, the king of Sardinians 
Consul at Leghorn, procured us the kindest aU 
teutions from that gentleman and his family^ 
indeed they were so friendly to us in every res¬ 
pect, that I soon felt all the eas6 of old ac¬ 
quaintance in their society, and shall ever re¬ 
member them, with sentiments of the most 
cordial esteem. Through this kind family I sa\y 
whatever was worthy of note in Leghorn, and 
iU environs ; but my increasing anxiety as to 

H a 

our. 



Gut* journey^ look from me all power of in¬ 
vestigation. Wlien <me sees merely with thr 
eye, and the wandering mind is travelling 
to the friends left fir behind, or forward to 
the unknown* ciiine wdiither its destiny points, 
few recollections of places and things will 
remain on it. But far different will be its 
recognition of jicrsons. When tl.esc have 

.softened an anxioViS ho;t’ by kindness, or re¬ 
lieved its irksomeness smiles and gaiety, 
the heart will reg?* .1 t!*:.:;- -aion and their 
image, and gratilu- e ciij. .n.vc iheir no nits on 
the tablet ot i'eiueinbian<“e. imt a 5 <.nnantiG 
iiighl! • ilvs 1 bear you j but 

. consider, this is the land of Fot?/ and 
surely, I may be perinittcd to evince a 
little of its spirit. I shall never forg’et that 
Leghorn contains the Baretti’s and Franco’s. 
The latter are eminent merchants; the house 
has been established above a century. The 
eldest of the present family is above cig'hty 
J'ears of age; a most venerable and agreea¬ 
ble old man; with more of active kindness 
and benevolent politeness, than t ever met 
with in one, so far advanced in life, and who 
has seen so much of the world. lie not only 
shewed u» every attention during our stay, 

but 
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but has given ns a Idler" reeomm er.din,|:; us in 
the strongest terms to a Mr. Abraham, of 
Grand Cairo; which shoultl Mr. Baldwin, 
the East India Company’s rcsivlen.t, be absent 
when wc arrive there, may prove useful. At 
all events, we are c(pia!ly indebted to Mr. 
Ernneo’s friendly intentions. 


\Ve have often boasted of the superiority of 
the Ibitish flag, but alas poor old England! 
her glory is here linmblod in the dust; we have 
several ships in the mole, hut if one dare ven¬ 
ture out, so many French Privatrers are hover¬ 
ing roundj that sl)e must, be in a few 

hours. I pity the poor Captains from my 
heart, but the person for v.horn 1 feel most 
interested, is a Ca}>t;;in Jas -r of the Helles¬ 
pont, (Afr. P-’s rclatitm). I cannot express 

half what I owe to his civility. From the mo- 

«■ 

meat he know of my proijahle connection 
witli his family, he has nnifortnlv shown n* 
every possible attention. Hin situation is very 
disagreeable, to be forced cither to abandon 
so lino a ship, or incur almost a cer¬ 
tainty of being taken prisoner in her, as 
she must soon venture out; for she has ajready 


eaten 
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eaten licr head olT, *by lying here a >tholc 
twelvcmonlli on cxj)encej as such is the 
deplorable state of onr, commerce in the 
Mediterranean, that no one will now underwrite 
an English ship at any premium. I think 
the number lying here is seven, and believe 
tljcy intend soon to make a bold push 
together; but it will be all in vain; tliey 
never can get tlirougli the Straits of Gibraltar, 
unmolcsicd. 


4 o’( UOCh P. M, A I 1 \TID GALE. 

I toll! }ou tiris morning wbat reason 1 

Ivad to esteejn C’ajjtaiii L.-lie is now 

entitled to at a double portion of my 

giatiludc, if csliinaled by the service done. 
As there was no likelihood of meetins; with 
an English vessel, w'c engaged a passage in a 
Swedish one, called the Julius, Captain Nor- 
berg, for Alexandria, at £ 6 each, (cheap 
enough you will say); and bad all in readi¬ 
ness: so last night I quitted the shores of Eu¬ 
rope, God knows for bow long: his will be 

done. Capt. L.*-as bis ship lay next 

but one to our’s, and wc were not to sail 

Hill 
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"Cll day brcEik, offered us his cahiu, becaus^^ aas 
he very considerately observed, we could not sleep 
comfortably in our own, asnidst the noise of 
pieparinj^ for Sea.* 1 readjly complied, well 
knowiuj^’ the advantages of Ijis proposal, hav- 
iijg already several times on board the 

Hellespont, which is kept clean and in good 
order, equal to the nicest house I ever saw. 
This morning the Julius went out to the Road, 
and we prepared to follow; I)ut just at that 
time arose a sudden squall of tliiiiider and 
lightning, succeeded by a very strong gale 
of wind ; the poor Julius was forced to drop 
anchor, and there she lies, two miles olf, pitch¬ 
ing (driving piles Capt. L-calls it) and 

has just struck her lower yards; she slipped 
one cable two hours ago, but the oilier brought 
her up. I see her now and would not exchange 
aibiiis for a trifle. 

Several vessels have been driven in, in dis¬ 
tress; one dashed directly against the Helles¬ 
pont and snapped he** Howsprit short; we 
had but Just time to secure the poop lanlhorii 
from the stroke of another; the iron was torn 
away, so you may guess it blows smartly, but 
I feel perfectly easy. 1 am luckily sheltered 

i 
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now, and no one shall persuade me to leave* 
this ship ’till all is over, and the weather 
settled a«rain. I doubt we shall not be able 
to sail this duy or two, for the wind is risinj^: 
but so that \Ve arrive, time enough to save 
our scas'on at Suez, all will be well. Tea is 
waiting*, and thev are tormenting me to diath 
Adieu. (Jod blcbS \oii all, pra^si, 

Vour aiTeclionate 

K. l\ 
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^EtTER VI. 

Ship Julius at Sea,» 

20th July, 1770. 

\ Iiopf, my dpap- friends will safely re¬ 
ceive my letter of the 2d Instant, from 
Lecfliorn^ wherein 1 mentioned the kindness 

of Capt. L.- and our situation in 

hii Ship. We* remained with him Uill Sun¬ 
day ^venin^, when we embarked on the 
Jjilius, and tlie followinpj morning;, sailed with 
.1 fair wind.; but it changed in less than six 
hours, ami came an so strong, Ithat we wer^ 
forced td put back again and cast anchor. Th <5 
gale la'-ted 'till Wednesday evening; however 
»^e m^de shift to ride il^ out, though >vo 
were continually paying out cable (as it i:| 
called;} and expected every momciU to hq 
driven on slioro. 

^Vhen the weather moderated, Mr. Franco 
sent off a letter to Mr. Fay, stating that he 
had just heard, from Mr. Abraham of Grand- 
Cairo, who was about to proceed to Europe^ 

J 
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with his family, by the first ship; therefore 
to guard against any future disappointment, 
this kind gentleman iiiolosed a general letter 
to the Jewish mcrcliants, Mr. Franco’s name 
being well known throughout the East. Hav¬ 
ing already seven letters of introduction tq 
persons in Grand Cairo, we shall not, I 
imagine, have occasion to make use of this. 

On Thursday the Sth, we ventured to sail 
once more, and have hitherto gone on 'plea¬ 
santly enough. 

Tuesday, 20th Jidy. Since my last date, 1 have 
been a good deal vexed at an accident which, 
perhaps, will appear very trivial. I had a pair 
of beautiful pigeons given me at Leghorn, 
which furnished me with mucli amusement, 
'i’hese pretty little creatures, their wings being 
cut, ranged at liberty about the ship. At 
length one of th^m fell, or rather was blown 
overboard. 1 saw it a long >vhilp struggling 
for life, and looking towards the vessel, as if 
to implore assistance; yet, notwithstanding my 
fondness for the poor bird, and anxious 
desire to extricate it from its perilous situa¬ 
tion^ 



tion, if such a tiling were possible^ I could 
not even wish that, a ship running eight knots 
an hour, should Jae hove to, and a boat 
sent out after a Pigeon. The widowed mate 
lived only three days afterwards, never touch¬ 
ing a morsel of food, from the time the other 
disappeared, and uttering, at intervals, the most 
plaintive sounds, which I could not avoid 
hearing, my cabin being upon deck. For 
you must know, it is a regulation on board 
Swedish vessels, that the wliole ship’s company 
join twice a day, in devotional exercises; so 

Capt. Norbery reserved his great Cabin for 
the purpose> of assembling them together, or 
we would willingly have engaged it. So 
much 'for my little favourites. 1 shall now 
advert to a more chcarful topic. 

My voyage has been rendered very interest¬ 
ing, and instructive, by the conversation of 
of one of our passengers, a Franciscan Friar, 
from Rome, who is going as a Missionary 
to Jerusalem; and in my opinion no man 
can be better calculated for the hazardous 
office he has undertaken. Figure to your¬ 
self, a man in the prime of life (under forty}, 

J 3 
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(all, well made, and athletic in his per¬ 
son ; and seemingly of a temperament to 
bi'Eve every danger; ad^ to tllese advan¬ 
tages a pair of dark eyes, beaming witii 
intelligence, and a most venerable auburn 
beard, descending nearly to his girdle, and, 
you cannot fail to pronounce him, irresisti¬ 
ble. He appears also to possess, all the en¬ 
thusiasm and eloquence necessary for plead¬ 
ing the important cause of Christianity ; yet 
one must regret that so noble a mind, should 
be warped by the belief of such ridi».'',l<)us 
superstitions, as disgrace the Romish creed — 
He became extremely zealous for my ton- 
version, and anxiously forwarded my endea¬ 
vours, after improvement in the Italian laji- 

guage, that I might the more readily com¬ 
prehend the arguments, he adduced to ef¬ 
fect that desirable purpose. Like other dis¬ 
putants, we sometimes used to contend very 
fiercely, and one day on my speaking rather 
lightly, of what he chose to call, a miraclw 

of the Catholic Church, he even went so 
far as to tell me, that, my mouth spouted 
forth heresies, as water gushes from a foun¬ 
tain. 


This 
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''riiis morning (the at brcalvfast, he in- 
frcuted me to give up my cohee, as a 
libation to the baiiibiiio (cliild) Jcsus^ and 
on my declining to do so^ urged me niUi 
the most impressive earnestnc1»s, to spare 

only a single cup, which he would iniiue- 
diately pour out in honour of the IJless* 
cd Infant, Professing my disbelief in the 
elUcacy of such a sacrifice, 1 again ex¬ 
cused myself from complying witli his request; 
upon wliich clecJaring that he was equally* 
shocked at my willful incredulity and obstinate 
heresy he withdrew to /another j>art of the 
vessel, and I have not seen him since. 

‘2‘?d A. M. We are now off Alexandria, 
which makes a fine appearance from the sea 
on a near approach ; but being built on low 
ground, is, as the seamen say very difficult 
to hit.'* We were two days almost abreast of 
the Town. There is a handsome PJiaros or 

light-house in the new harbour, and it is in 
all respects far preferable; but no vessels be¬ 
longing’ to Christians can anchor there, so 


we 



C C2 3 

wc were forced to go into the old one^ of 
which however we escaped the dangers^ if any 
exist* 

My acquaintance with the Reverend Fa- 
ther has terminated rather unpleasantly. A 
little while ago being upon deck together, 
and forgetting our quarrel about the libation, 

I made a remark on the extreme heat of the 
weather, Aye” replied he, with a most 
malignant expression of countenance, such a§ 
I could not have thought it possible, for a 
face benign like his to assume, '' aye you 
will find it ten thousand times hotter in 
the Devil’s House,” (Nclla Casa di Diavolo). 

r 

1 pitied his bigotry and prayed for his con¬ 
version to the genuine principles of that 

religion, whose doctrines be professed to 
Icacb. 

Mr. Brandy to whom Mr. Fay sent ashore 
an introductory letter, came on board to visit 
us. 1 rejoice to hear from him, that there 
are two ships at Snez, yet no time must be 
lost, lest w e miss the season. This gentleman 
resides here, as (^nsul for one of the German 
Courts, and may be of great use to ui. We 


* received 
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received an invitation to sup with him to¬ 
morrow; he has secuted a lodging for us, and 
engaged a Jew and his wife to go with us to Grand 
Cairo as dragoman, (or interjjreter) and at¬ 
tendant : should we proceed by water, which is 

not yet decided on,Mr. B—-will provide 

a proper boat. I am summoned to an early 
dinner, immediately after which we shall go 
on shore with our Dragoman, that we may 
have time to view whatever is remarkable. 

24tii July. 

Having mounted, our asses, the use of 
horses being forbidden to any but mussel- 
mans, we sallied forth preceded by a Janizary, 
with his drawn sword, about three miles over « 
sandy desert, to see Pompey’s Pillar, esteemed to 
be the finest column in the World. This pillar 
which is exceedingly loftly, hut I have no 
means of ascertaining its exact height, is 
composed of three blocks of Granite ; (the pedestafl, 
shaft, and capital, each containing one). When 
we consider the immense weight of the granite, 
the raising such masses, appeVir beyond the 
powers of man. Although quite unadorned, 
the proportions are so exquisite, that it must 
strike every beholder with a kind of awe, 

which 
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vrln'ch soft(*ns into molancimly, when one re¬ 
flects ll)'at the renowned ITero whose name rt 
bears, was Ireachrronsly, raurtlered on this 
very Coast, by the boatmen who were con- 
veyin^ him to Alexandria; w'hile his wretched, 
wdfc stood on ihc vessel he had jnst leftj, watch¬ 
ings bis dej>arhire, as we may naturally 

suppose, with inexpressiljlc anxiety. \Yhas 

miTii-t have been her agonies at the dreAdru* 

k 

eixnf ? Thonfrh this splendid memorial beaiff 
the name of Ponipey, it i*; by many suppos¬ 
ed to have beep erected in memory of tbo 
triumph^ gained over him at the battle ot^ 
Pharsalia. I,<caviiiar more learned heads than 
mine to .settle this disputed point, let us 

k * 

proceed to ancient Alexandria, about ,a lea' 
gne from the modern town; which presents 
l<i» the eye an iu^lructi\e lesson oji the in* 
stiibilily of all sublunary objects. This once 
raagnitircut City, built by tlie most famous 
of all Conquerors, and adorned with the most 
exquisite productions of art, is now little more 
than a heap of Ruins; yet the form of the 
ftrecLs can still be discerned; they were 
regular, and many of the houses (as I recollect 
lo have read of Athens) had fore-courts bound-, 

cd. 
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cd by dwarf walla, so much ihe mfixiner of 
our Liiicolu’s-liin Fields, that the I’esemhlauce 
iriimcdiatoly slrack me. 

We saw also oaiside of St* Athanasrds’s 
Church, who was Bishop of this Diocese, 
but it beiii”' now a JNlosque were forbidden 
to enter, Unless on condition of turning: 
iiuilioinetans, or losing* our lives, neither of 
which ahernatives exactly suited my ideas, so 
that I dcenicd it prudent to repress my 
curiosity. J could not h )wever resist a de¬ 
sire to visit the J^aluce of Cleopatra, of which 
few vestiecs remain. The marble walls of the 
Bunqiieting* room are yet standing*, but the 
root is long since decayed. Never do I re¬ 
member l>cing so allectcd by a like object. 
1 stood in the midst of the ruins, meditating 
on the awful scene, ^till I could almost have 
fam*ied 1 beheld its former mistress, revelling 
in Luxury, with her infatuated lover, Marc 
Autiiony, who for her soke lost all. 

Tlie houses in the new Town of Alex¬ 
andria thro’ which we returned, are flat roof¬ 
ed, and, in gcncial, have gardens on their 
tops. These in some measure, in so warm a 
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country, may be called luxuries. As to tbe 
bazars (or markets) lliey are victc's^d places, 
and the streets exceedingly uanow. Ciiris- 
tians of all denominations live licre on paying' 
a tax, but they are frequently ill treated; and 
if one of them commits even an utiintentional 
Offence against a musseiman, he is pursued by 

V 

a most insatiable spirit of revenge and his 
■whole family suffers for it. One cannot help 
iliuddering- at the bare idea of being in the 
hands of such bigotted wretches. 1 forgot to. 
mention that Mr. Brandy met us near Cleo¬ 
patra’s needles, vVhich are two immense obe¬ 
lisks of Granite. One of them, time has 
levelled with the ground; the other is in¬ 
tire; they are ooth covered with hierogiy- 
phic iigures, which, on the sides not Exposed 
to the Wind and sand from the idesert, re* 
main uninjured; but the key being lost, no- 
one can decypher their meaning. 1 thought 
JVlr. B. — — ■ * might perhaps have heard 
something relative to them; he, however, 
seems to know no more than ourselves. A 
droll circumstance occurred on our return. 
He is a stout man of a very athletic make, 
a^id above six feet high ; so you may judge 
what a curious figure he must have made. 


riding 
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riding on an ass, and with difficulty holding 
un his loner le<rs to suit the size of the an’- 

i Cl 

n»al.; watched an opportunity of vvalkr 

*ncr' away frooi between them, and left the 
poor Consul standinfr, erect, like a Colossus: 
in truth, it was a most ludicrous scene to 

25tii July. 

The Yv’catlier belnp;" intensely hot, we staid 
at home ’til] the cveninc^, when Mr. Bran¬ 
dy caltcd to escort ns to his house. We 

were most i>'racIoi'.sly received by Mrs, B.- 

who is a native of this place; but as she could 
spt^ak a litilc Italian, we managed to carry oi\ 
'something like conversation. She was most 
curioistily bedizened on the occasion, and be¬ 
ing short, dark complexioned, and of a com¬ 
plete dumpling shape, appeared altogether the. 
strangest lump of finery I had ever beheld; 
she had a handkerchief bound round her 
head, covered with strings compoficd of thin 
plates of gold, in the manner of spangles but 
very large, intermi.ved with pearls and e- 
meralds; her neck and bosom were orna¬ 
mented ill the same way. Add to all this an 

K 2 


em- 



r es ] 


CTnl)roi(I(‘i 
I %orily ihl; 


with a pail’ of p;o]d r]nr,pii, 
V r.iii- inclu's square, enor¬ 


mous earrinjys, and a large diamond spriq* 
on the top of her foroh^adj ard you mil'll 


allow, that akogelhor she was a most brilliant 


figure. They have a sweet lilllc girl about 
seven years of age, who was decked ov.t 
much in the same stvle; but she really look¬ 
ed pretty in spile of Ium* incongriions fiiierv. 
On the whole, though, 1 w:as pleased wil'.i both 
mother and child, theii’ I((oy:s and liehavioiu’ 


were kind: and to a slianger in a sliaege Iau,d 
(and this is literally so to us) a little attention is 
soothing and consolatory ; e.i;:)ccial!y when one 
jfeels suirounded by hosuliiirs, which cveiy 
European must do here. Compared with tkc 
uncouth beings wlio govern this country, I 
fell at home among the natives of France, aud 
1 will even say of Italy. 


On taking leave, our Host presented a book 
containing certilieates of bis great politeness 
and attention towards travellers; wbicli were 
signed by many persons of consideration; 
and at the same time iTqnesting that Mr. 
Fay and myself would add onr names to the 
list, we complied, though not without sur¬ 
prize. 




that a gentleman in his slinsfioRj 

\ 

should Iiavc recourse to such an rxpodiont, 
h cannot but degrade him in tlie eyes of 
his (^lu-'sts, 

ii. being determined that Ave slndl |»rocec(l b; 
^vater, Ibr reasons too tediou'* todii'lai! .a 
1 must now prepare to embark. 1 shall < )id'''‘vcnr 
to keep up my spirits, ile ^ I 

will omit no, oppoituuiiy ol' wiiun..*;, and 
comfort yourselves with the idi'a. tiiat be¬ 
fore ChLi leacl.^es you, 1 sliail have sur- 
^.nouuted all my dilVn ultii s. 1 ecrtainly deem 
njyseir very foriunate iu (putting this place 
soon. Farewell ; all good be with you, 
my ever ever clear Friends prajSj 

Your oiertj 

E. F, 


LFJTTER VIL 




LETTER. Vil. 

Ghanc CaiuO; ??wth august, 179? 

’ •s 

My liEyiJi FjtmKCS, 

In ccGuni^ to this place^ v/e v;cre io 
jnevi]^ and baJo tdieu to the sea at th^ 
hazard of our lives, t!:e Rar of the Nile 
oeln^'^' cxcccdip.j^'ly claiigcrous. Fcurtcepi per- 
toua were lost there, the day before we 
crossed it, a circumstance that of course 
tended to increase our anxiety c:i the sub,, 
ject, and r/hich was told me just before 
I closed rny last letter; bot for tha Avorld 

I would not have communicated such intelli¬ 
gence. Our only alternative to this hazard¬ 
ous passage, ^Ya5 crossing a desert, notori¬ 
ous for the robberies and murders com¬ 
mitted on it; where v/e could hot hope 
£br escape, and from the smallness of 
our number, had no chance of superiori¬ 
ty in case of attack. The night after wc had 
congratulated ourselves on being out of dan¬ 
ger from the bar, we were alarmed by 


pcneiving 
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perceiving a boat making after ns, as tl!« 
people said, to plunder, and perhaps, to 
murder us. Our Jew interpreter, \vL\ 
vvith his wife, slept in the outer cahin, 
begged me not to move cui* c.*i!ars, which I 


Wd'i just atteuiptiug to .1 >, kst the r.h'.eves shou'i 
hear the sound, and kill us ah, fui he suppos^^d 
booty. You may judge in what a si; nation we re¬ 
mained, while this dreadful evil seen^ed impoml- 
ing over us. Mr. Pay fired two pistolb, to give orn. 
tice of our being armed. At length, thank God, 
we out-sailed them; and nothing of the kind 
occurred again, during our stay on board; 

though we passed several villages, said to be 
inhabited entirely by thieves. 


As morning broke, 1 was delighted with 
the appearance of the country, a more charm¬ 
ing scene my eyes never beheld. The Nile, 
that perpetual source of plenty, was just begin¬ 
ning to overilow its banks; so that on every 
side, wc saw such quantities of water drawn 
np for the use of more distant lands, that it is 
surprising any remains. The machine chiefly 
used for that purpose, is a wheel with earthen 
pitchers tied round it, which empty them- 

ielvcs 
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stf]ves into lnb=^, fiom v caral# 

are siipjjlicd. Oxen anj lj i. .ues are the 
g'eiierali'v .1; labour. It 

i« curious tf‘ I, a* j,ij Litter contrive to 

tliciu,.. ...3 ci>.M dui'iti^' the intense heat 
that prov. lior<‘; he in the River bv 

wiih iiseir ncaus jilsL above water, 
for oours lo;p‘li;er. 

Ro.jv'..iji. is a beautiful placc^ surrouud- 

ed by /.yrows oi ieiuoii and oran^’e tree.s- 

and the Hal rools of the houbcs have garden* 

on tli >ni, wJioso iVa yrance perfumes the air. 

Tljorc is an appearance of cieanliiicss in itj 

the more gratif)ing to an EnglFdi 030, hc’- 

cause schltnu mot \vith in any de'''ree S(j 

j •> ' as 

to reiniiiu as of what we are. accustoiiJid to 
enjoy at 'iome. 'Tike landscape around, 
inlerostliig’frojii its novelty, and became j}e 
ciiliarly so on eoiisidonng it as llie count- 
iy where, the chililven of Israel sojourned. 
The beaiitifu!, i may say, the iinparaielicd 
Si-ory of Joseph, and his brot'.ircn, rose to my 
iu.ikd us I surveyed tii!)r,o Ranks, on which the 
Patriarch sought shoiier for his old aae: and 
wnoichkSscii convicied stins, bowed down be- 

;er brolhcr, aiid 1 almost felt 

as 
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as if in a clieanb so wonderful appeared the 
circu.iistance of iny bein:;:^ iiere. You will 
readily conceive that, us I drew near Grand 
C.urOj and boiield Lhasa prodigies of huniaii 
jal/unr, the Pyi'ainids of j»t, ilie^Je sensa¬ 
tions were sli'.l more siro,i,;'ty awakened: and 
1 could have fa.i.aeJ iiiysea' an inhabitant of 
a workb lon^* passed away: for who can 
I<)ok on buiidin^-^, reared, (moderately com- 
puli.ig-tiic time) aoo.e three ikousatid years 
with.iiU seeming to step back as it were, 
in ex’.sltMee, and live ihroagh da^^s, now gone 
by, a.id Slink in oblivion “ like a talc that 
is told.” 


Situated as 1 was, the Pyramids were not 
all in sight, blit I was assured that those 
which came under my eye, were decidedly the 
most magniricenl. VVe went ojit of our way 
to \iew them nearer, and by tlic aid of a 
telescope, wxrc enabled to formm tolerable idea 
of their construction. It has been suppoi^cd by 
many thj^t the Israelites built these Pyra.Tvids, 
during their bondage in Egypt, and I rather 
incline to that opinion; for, althu* it has late- 

L 

ly 
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ly been proved that they were intended to 
serve as repositories for tlic dead, yet each, 
being said to contain only one saic:»phagiis, 
this circumstance, and their very form, ren¬ 
dered them of so little compuiaLive use, that 
most probably, they were’ raised to tuniisii 
employment for mukiJudus of unfortunate 
slaves; and who more a])tiy agree with tliis 

description, liian tlie ww tciied ]).xitcriiy of 
Jacob? 1 understand there is a little Ihit, on 
the tops of the larger P^iainiilp, frem which 
it is conjectured that, the jigipiiani rmide 
astronomical obver&.atioii!^, Tlie largest, is said 
to be, abo\c fuc hundred feet high, jicrpen- 
diciilarlj". IMic inclined plane must ^fneusare 
much more: the steps are nearly three feet 
distant of the Vyr: imids ; though I very anxi¬ 
ously wished to liavc impeded them, and 
the sphinx, prudence forbade me from mak¬ 
ing the attempt, as you will aiiow, when I pro¬ 
ceed farther in ray narrative. 

i 

On the 29th, we reached Bidac tl:c port t)f 
Grand Cairo, and within two miles of that city, 
to my great joy; for on this river, there 
^ either litUe wind, or else it comes in 

squalli. 
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•tjuatls, la suddenly, that the boats sre of¬ 
ten in danger of being overset, as they car¬ 
ry only, what I believe is called, a shoulder- 

» 

of-Mution-sail, which turns on a sort of 
flvvivel, and is very dilficult to rnanngc, when 
the wind takes it the wrong way. It see ms 

indeed almost miraculous how we escaped. 


Mr, Pav sat out almost immediately to Mr. 

Baldwin’s, who received him with much civili¬ 
ty, and sent an ass for me, with directions 
to make all possible haste, as a Caravan wai 
to set oft’ in three liours. 


I must now give you a description of my 
dress, as my Jewess decked me out, prepar¬ 
atory tp oar entering the Great City. I liad, 
in die ftrst place, a pair of trowsers, with 
yellow leather half-boots and slippers over 
them; a long sattin gown, with wide sleeves, 
open to the elbows ; and a girdle round my 

waist, with large silver clasps; over that ano¬ 
ther robe with short sleeves: round my head 
a fine, coloured, muslin handkerchief, closely 
bound, but so arranged that one corner hung 

L 2 


down 
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down three quarters of a yard behind. This 
is the dress for the House ; but as 1 was go* 
ing out, she next put on, a long robe of 
•ilk, like a surplice, and then covered my 
face with a piece of nmsiin, half a yard wide, 
which reached from the forehead to the feet, 
except an opening for the eyes; over all, 
she threw a piece of black silk, long and 
wide enough to enveJop the w'hole form; 
so, thus equipped., stumbling at every step, I 
^allied forth, and with great difficulty got a* 

cross my noble beast: but, as it was in the 
full heat of the day and the veil prevented 
me from breathing freely, I thought I must 
have died by the wa}’. However, at last, I Was 

safely housed, but found a great change had 

% 

taken place; all thoughts of going were now 
laid aside. I dare not at present enter into par* 
ticulars, and can only say that, some thing 
was wrong, and on that account wc were 

kept in suspense, 'till about a week ago, 
when just as we had determined to procecif, 

if possible, another way, matters were adjust¬ 
ed : so tomorrow afternoon we are to ct\{c'r 
on the Desert, and shall^ please God, arrive 


at 
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SucZj most likely, ou iMond«?y, fi*on», 
^Tllcncc I propose writing ngaiii. The season 
IS so far advanced ^hat a good passage cn-.i- 
not be expected: we have no hojjcs of reach¬ 
ing Calcutta in less than three months, but 
at any rate, the voyage is preferable to going 
through the long Desef’t, from Aleppo 
Bassora. 

When I write from India I will give a 
full detail of the aiTair to which I ailndc, 
though as it is very imporiani, yon will, most 
probably, see the nhole. in the papers. A- 
dicii for the present it is bed lime. 

2Sth. Again I take np the pen to hold a lit¬ 
tle fiifjifcr converse with my deer friends, 
while waiting the summons to depavt; and 
as health is the most important of all earthly 
■nbjects, sliall begin with that. It will, I know, 
give you pleasure to hear that, I have found 

scarce any inconvenience from the heat, 

«*■ 

though all of our Party, who have been in 
India agree that, they never felt the weather 
so oppressively hot as here; which proceeds 
from the terrible sandy deserts, that surround 

the town, causing the air to smell like hot 

bricks. 
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l)ijc1:s. This however ,1 ronld have home? 
hut ja«t on our a nival, there broke out a 
severe C{)idemieal cliseo'^e, ^wish violent S3mp- 

loms, Peonle arc attaeked at a moaicnti 

*. • 

•warning' with (Ircaclinl pains in the limhs, a 
burning- fovei% with delirium and a total stop¬ 
page of perspiration. During two days it 
increases; on tlie third, there comes on \*ni- 


formly a profuse sweat (pardon tlie expros- 
«ion) with vomiting’, which carries all off—■ 
'J'he only remedy's pri'sevibed, are lying- in 
bed and driidving plentifully, CA'cn two gal¬ 
lons a day, of Ndo Avater; no nourislunent, 
and not so much as grnel, is allowed until 
ahor Ihc crisis; not one, has died of the dis¬ 


order, nor, I believe, scarcelv one efirK]Ae(D 
even (he bea^^ts Imve been alh'cfcd. Ifir. Fav 
lead it tinee weeks ago, and among all I 
fonverped witU here, I remained the only 


healthy person, and really hoped to have 
proved the truth of Avhat is asserted by phy- 

jft 

Kicians, that nervous people are not subject 
to be attacked by contagious distempers, not 
even by the Plague itself. However, this day 
sennight, 1 vias seized with most violent symp¬ 
toms, so that at the three days end, iny 

I 

strength 



Z 'J9 ] 

seemed entirely cxfiaustcd; but I 
have, tluinlvs be to Providence, recovered as 
purprizino-ly ; and am already nearly well. It 
had every si«ii of the Plague, except that it 
%vas not mortal. Do not be frightened at the 
name, but I assuic you, it is commonly cal¬ 
led la fjueue de la Pcstc, * and the general opi¬ 
nion is, thad- had it arrived in the month of 
February, the living would scarce have been 
auilicient to bury the dead. 

Grand Cairo by no means answers to its 
name at present, whatever it may have done 
formerly.—There are certainly many magni¬ 
ficent houses, belonging to the Beys and 
other rich individuals, but as a city, I can 
perceive., neither order, beauty, nor grandeur; 
and the coiurast between the grea<, who seem 
to wallow ill splendour and luxury, and the 
people at large, who appear to want the 
common necessaries of life, is not more 
striking, than disgusting; beqausc,^ those 
who are raised above, their fellows, do not 
look, a.s though they merited the distincti¬ 
on, cither by talent, manners or even tlie 
most ordinary pretentions. The Christi¬ 
ans (who are called Franks) live all toge¬ 
ther 
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tli.cr in one street, Avliich is closed at cack 
end every a precaution neither un¬ 
pleasant nor useless. a‘*’reeable variety 

is given to the uppearaiico of tlje town by the 
Mosques, or 1 should consider (ho wljolc wretch¬ 
edly stupid. A wedding, here, is a guy and 
amusing spectacle, from the procession wiiicli 
accompanies the Kride in all her movements, 
drums, hautboys and every other hind of 
coisc, and ])aiade tlicy can inahe, seem in- 
dispensibie: but the circumstance of com¬ 
pletely veiling, not only the * face, but the 
whole figure of the v»oman, in the envelop¬ 
ing mantle of bluck silk, before described^ 
gives an air of melancholy to tliese exhibiti¬ 
ons. To show the face is considered, here, 
an act of downright indecency; a ‘ terrible 
fashion for one like me, to whom free air, 
icems the great requisite for existence. 


I must not co.nclude without lucntiouing a 
disappoinlment I met with. As the fertilr 
ty of Egypt depends on the due increase ot the 
Nile, persons are hired to go round Grand 


Cairo, twice a clay, 
inches the water has 


and report how many 
risen; returning solemn 


thanks to Almighty God for the blessing. 

This 
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'I'iib 13 continued 'till it gain a certain 
point, w'.isn thi D.ykes are broken down, and 
the river Hows maj«3tically into the Canab 
tunned lur its leceptionj while *^10 itiiiabi** 
tants liUil its apuruaeli with every detnonstra-* 
tion ol joy. Sacli was the account 1 heard, 
and great was niy a.i^icty, lest I should not 
be permitted to witness this Adg-ust cere¬ 
mony. At length the period arrived, but ne¬ 
ver, sure, were highly raised expectations 
more miserably deceived: For this famous 
Canal, being dry nine months out of the 
tweive, and serving during that interval as a 
receptacle for the fiith of a populous, and 
not over cleanly City, I leave you to judge, 
how bwiuliiully pellucid its waters must ap¬ 
pear; nor could St. Giles’s itself pour forth 
such an assembly of half naked, wretched 
creatures, as preceded this so vaunted stream; 
crying aloud, and making all sorts of frantic 
gestures, like .so many maniacs. Not a de¬ 
cent person could I distinguish amongst the 

whole group, So much for this grand exhibi¬ 
tion, which we have abundant cause to wish, 
had not taken place, for the vapours arising 

M 


from 
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from such a mass of impurity, have rendered 
the heat njore intolerable than ever. ]My bed 
chamber overlooks the ^anal, so that 1 en¬ 
joy the benefit to be derived from its 
proximity. 

1 am no\y compelled, much aj^ainst my in¬ 
clination, to bid you adieu; for I have a 
thousand things to do, and this immense let¬ 
ter, has left me little time. 

Ever youi’s most frnl}”, 
die. &c. 


’ P. S. Not beinjj able to enlarj^e on the 
only iiiterestini^ subjert, has induced me to be 
rather diffuse on others, as I wished to con¬ 
vey some information by this, perhaps, last 
opportunity. Mill our arrival in India; for it 
is doubtful whether 1 may have any safe 
channel of conveyance from Suez, 


LETTER Vm. 
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LETTER VIII, 

From Mr. F. to Mr. 

On Board Ship, in tre Red Sea, Near Suez^’ 

September Ist 1779. 

Hoy OURED ^JRi 

I seize the chance of three minutes, to feH 
jou that, Ave yesterday arrived at Suez from> 
Grand Cairo, after a journey of three days, 
over a most dreadful Desert^ where every 
11 it; 1)1 we slept under the great canopy of 
Heaven, and wliere we were every hour in 
danger* of being destroyed, by troops of 
Arabian robbers. But having a little party 
of English gentlemen, and servants (among 
whom I held a principal command) well 
armed, and under the orders of Major Bail« 
lie, and another military officer, we marched 
the whole way in order of ba'ttlc, and though 
w e could frequently see superior numbers, they 
never dared to molest us. 


M 2 
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Yoar daughter behaved most courageously 
and is extremely well, considering ihc extra¬ 
ordinary fatigue she has un(lcrg{)nc. There is 
another English lady and her husband on 
board, whiolv promises to make it an agreea¬ 
ble voyage. The ship is a very fine one, 
and wc have a handsome little chainl)er, 
and I hope in all things shail tliid ourselves 
well acconiinodaLed. We expcck to sail in 
four hours. The ship is called the Kathalia, 
Captain Chenu, a Frenchman, and apparent- 
iy a very polite good-natured man, which is 
a great matter in a long vo}age. 

I thank God I was never in better health 
and spirits, the’ I never flept during the 

9 

^vhole journey on the Desert, and lived the 
\\hoIe time on bread and water, notwillistand- 
ing we had abundance of wine and provisi¬ 
ons; blit tile beat being excessive, 1 found 
iio other food agree with me so vvell, and 
Mrs. Fay by adopting the same diet, preserv¬ 
ed her health also; whereas all the rest 
were knocked tp before we got half way 
over that confounded Desert, and some are 
flow very ill; but I stood it, ais well as any Ara- 
Ibian in the Caravan, which consisted at lca«t 
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of five thousand people. iM 3 ' wife insists o'.\ 
takinf^ the. pen out of my hands, so 1 caa 
only say God bless^ you all: 


Mv' Df^r Ffjffds 

1 have not a moments time, for the boat 
is wiiitlnj^, therefore can only brj^ that you 
will unite with me, in pvaisin«’ our heavenly 
Protector for oirr c.*icape from tlie various 
dangers of our jj urney, 1 never could 
have thought my constitiiiion was so strong. 

1 bore the faTmues of Ibc desert, like 

^ • 

a Lion, ll'.ough, but just recovering from 

my illness. Wo have been pillaged of 

almost every thing, by Ibc Arabs. This 

is tlia Paiadise of thieves, I think the 

whole 'population may be divided into two 

classes of them; those who adopt force, 

and those who elVcct their purpose by fraud. 

I was' obliged to purchase a thick cloak, 

and veil, proper for the jrmrne}', and wliat 

was worse, to wear them all the way hither, 

which rendered the heat almost insupportable. 

•—Never was I mm*e happy, than when I 
• • 

'came on board; Hlthoiigli the ship having 
Veen for pix weeks in the hands of the na¬ 
tives,, 
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tires', the rciison of Mliich I rnnnot rnlav<]js 
oil here, is totally dospoilod of every niticle 

of furniture; ive have not a chair or a la- 

« 

l)le, but as the carpenter makes tlK.-iiij lor 

«,c 

tlicre is no buyin'^’ Mirli here. (hir 

greatest inconM'nicnec i^: tlie v.imt (ff 
water;' wliat can bo ]ncfnred hci-e, is no 
brackish, as to be Ncarcely driiikable. 1 luive 
not another moment. Ood bless voi?' pra^' 
for me niy beloved fiiemls. 


LETTER IX, 
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LljTTEiX IX. 

From in Tits. Pxy. 

iMociii loth September 1779. 


Thank Coil my ^If.u* friends, I am once 
;more onvibh'd to date from a place of com¬ 
parative liho'ty, and an Knropcan Gentle¬ 
man havini;; promised me a safe conveyance 
for my packet, 1 shall proceed to {;ivc you 
a hurried and melancholy detail of circuni- 
'^stanres of which it has been my chief con¬ 
solation to know’ that you were inno- 
rant., You are of course impatient to h-s 
luformed to what I allude; take then the 
particulars; but I must a jrood way back 
in order to elucidate matters, which would 
otherwise appear inysterious or irrelevant. 


Tlie F-is| India C()m])any sent out positive 
orilcr^ some tinie aj^o, to prohibit the trade 
to Siip7., as interfcrinif with their prlvil,ep;es: 
but as there never wai a lii'V made, but 


means mi'rht be 

• } 

iinf»;ii:;h racrclian'ts 


found to^evade it, several 
freighted a ship (the Na- 


tlialia) 
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tbalia) from Serarnpore, a Danish settlement 
on the Iloo^’hly, fourteen miles above Calcut¬ 
ta, wlu>3c commander, Viinderfield, a Dane 
passed for owp.cr of the slitp and caro’o. Mr. 
O’Donnell one of the persons concerned, and 
who had property on board to the amount 
of above 20,090, came as ])assencycr, 
did Mr. Barrington the real supercargo, also 
a frciirlitor, and two Frenchmen, brothers, 
named Chevalier. They left Bengal on New 
year’s day 1770, and came first to Calicut 
on the coast of ]Malabar, wliere they arrived in 
February; found English, Frenclj, Danish and 
Portuguese Factors, or Consuls there; and trade 
>n. a Hourisliing state, so Jiot apprehending 
any danger they entered into a coutnict with 
one Isaacs, a rich old Jew, who lia‘s great 
influence with the government, to freight 
them with pepper for Dcmgal on their return 
from Suez; that being the greatest town 
on the Coast for that commodity.—The price 
was settled and £. 700 paid as earnest. This 
business arranged, they proceeded on- their 
voyage; and having luckily disposed of some 
part of the cargo at this place, readied Suez 
with the remainder, in the b ‘giuning of 

June, 
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Ji'.n?, tlioir Goods (o Uie amount of at 

.£• 10,000, and prepared to cross the De¬ 
sert on (!iv''ir \vay to Cairo. Tiic company 
besides t»i>se already mentioned, consisted of 
Chenu tl e strond mate, with soiTie*Cthcr ofileers 


amd s-^rvo ji ’, in all twelve Europeans, stren:^- 
r.ieucd by a siu.neroas body o! Arabian 
fClone] drb.^rs for the conveyance 
of (li'.ir oroirnlv: more than suTicionl in 

« I 

i.'ody’n {rb.nion ; for uo one rciuembercd 

i\ Oarovan phindrred, tor altlio’ some- 

tifoc.' (!h? \van;b;i‘ln'3 Arabs w'ero troublesome. 


\et a few {)resenl.s never failed to procure a 
release from tliem. Thus were they lulled 


into a b.\*al yeciu'ity ; each calculating' the pro¬ 
fits to accrue, and extremely W’illinp;'toconi- 

])onnd lor the loss of a few bales, should they 
happen to meet with any strollinj^ depre¬ 
dators, not even once supposing their lives 
were in danger, or intonding to use their fire¬ 
arms fihould they be molested. 


On IMonday the llth June they left Suez, 
ai\d next morning at day break, had travelled 
about twenty miles (nearly one third of the 

N ■ ' 

way) 
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wav) when %udileii]y an alarm ^Yas *^ivpn 
of an Attacli, as tliey, poor sonis, were 
sleeping across tlicir b-.l’il'Cets (or piinnicrs.) 
Capt. Barrington on awalJi^g ordered a dozen 
bales to be given to lliein isninedialely: but 
alas! they were already in possession oflhe whole; 
for the Camel drivers did not defend themselves, 
an instunb but ieil tlieir boasts at the mercy 
the robbers; who after detaching a largo 
body to drive them away with tneir burthe^is,, 
aduiuced towarils the passengers. Here t nui^t 
request you to pause, and redoct whetlior it be 
possible even for imagination to conceive a. 
more dreadful scene to those coucci aed, parti- 
(iularly Mr. O’Douneii, who from a cuncurreiu c 
offortunutc circmustauces^ had in less than four 
years realized a fortune of near 30/XK); 
the bulk of wliieli he laid out in merchandise 
on the inviting prospect of gaining 50 Per (X'ut, 
and as bis health was in a very weak state 
proposed retiring to Europe. Wimt miir4t!iat 
man have iclt, a helpless spectator of his own 
ruin. But this was nothing to what followed 

on their being personally attacked. The in¬ 
human wretclies not content with stripping them 

to 
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to the skill, drove away their camels, and left 
them ill a burning sandy Desert, which the 
feet enn scarcely toifch, witliout being blistered, 
exposed to the scorching rays the sun and 
utttM’ly destitute of sustenance of every kind; no 
liouse, tree, or even shrub to afibrd them shel¬ 
ter. iMy heart sickens, niy hand trembles as 
I retrace this scene. Alas ! 1 can too well con¬ 
ceive their situation: 1 can paint to myself 

the hopeless anguish of an eye cast abroad in 
vain for succour! but I must not indulge in re¬ 
flections, let me simply relate the facts as they 
occurred. In this extremity they stopped to 
delihoralc, when each gave his reasons, for pre¬ 
ferring the road he determined to pursue. Mr. 
O’Dohpell, Chenu, the cook and two others 
rosf)]'. ed to retrace their steps back to Suez, which 
was undoubtedly the most eligible plan; and after 
encountering many hardships, they at length, 
arrived lliere in safety. Of the remaining 
seven who went towards Cairo, only one survi¬ 
ved.—Mr. Barrington being corpulent and 
short breathed, sunk under the fatigue the se¬ 
cond day; his servant, soon followed him.—■ 
One of the French gentlemen was by this time 

N 3 


become 
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Wcome very ill, aiul l-.ls la otl or pcrcrivirp,' a 
Louse at some laiios distance (fs :’ in tiiat flat 

9 

country, onc^may sec a p;rrat vcy.) prevailed 
on Liin to lie down under a sluiilcd ticc, with 
liis servant, while he cnidcavoriretl to | ^.eure 
some water, tor want of which the other was 
expiring’. II(t|)e, anxiety, and artecthm c’.adder d 
to quicken his pace, and rendered poor Van- 

derfield, the Danish captain, unahlc to keep 

* 

up with him, w'hicli he ino«t earnestly strode 
1o do, 1 wept myself almost blind ; as 
the poor Frenchman related his sulVcrings 
from comlicling passions; aimo.d W('ni o\tt 

r 

with lieat and thirst, he was afraid of not heir..'’ 
able to reacli the house, Ihougli liis o\fii life 
and that of his brother, dcfjendcd on it. On 
the other hand the hc.irt piercing cries ofbi.s tVl- 
low sufl'erer, that be was a dead man unless ast-isled 
by him, and corjuring him for sake, iu;t 

to leave inm to perish now they were in view 
ot relict, ancsted Ins steps and agonised every 
nerve. Unable to resist the solemn appeal, for 
some time he indulged him, ^tili finding that the 
consequence of lunger delay must me inevita- 
table cle«lruction to bolh. he ivas coinpelied l„ 

shake 
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shake him olT A servant beloni^in^ to -jo-tc of 
the party still kept on^ and poor Vnndcrricid was 
seen to continue his tirorts^ 'till at Icn.g'th na’nre 
being' completely exhaasled, he propped and 
was soon relieved from Uis miseries by Death. 
Nor was the condition of iin ^arvivorpr far m >t*e 
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and was ibnnd dead a iiitle further oii\ Nv)'.v 

/ 

it so happened that an Arabian beg-^'ar chanced 

to pass by the wall, who seeing his conditioiv, 

* 

knidiy’ran to procure sfi-ne water, but dal not 
rotnrn fvji* an hour. Wnut an niic of to.'t.ire, 
of horrible suspense! for if hope def iTcd on k- 

etli iiiC heart sick/' tiie sensation must cause tea- 
fohl ang’uish at a moment like this. 

The unhappy man was mindful of bis 
brother, but utterly unable to undertake tiie 
task himself, lie directed the beggar, as well 
as he could, to the spot where lie. luul left 
him. With a supply of wider, iiut idi s! a! 

ki.s 
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Jiis cr.deivowrs to inid the iinforlunate men 
wore iiiclVorUuil, u{>r wci’e tlu^ir bodici 

ever disr.o', m‘. d: II, is supposed that they 
crept tor hi;.iVosn tile .sun, into some iiniVc- 

cpicnlcd spot, s5;'. ‘ expired. Tlic survivor 

by the a-ssis.a ice oi i'.k: I).* reached the hut 

ot'a poor oid \vo.iJ.i’.i, who kisuHy received him; 
and throu^’li whose c.ire lie woj soon restored to 
streng'Lli, and arrived sidViy at (hiirt)j ader as 
miraculous uu escape^ as ever iniuau hem^‘e.v- 

*fc 

perieuccd. 

This melaiicludy story had been mentioned 
by Mr. ivrandy ijLiore i lauded at Alexandria^ 
(Oh with what liorror did i iiear hij brief recital) 
and the particulars 1 soon learnt at Cairo. The 
iubject was in lUcL eloseiy cuniiecied \viih ipy 
fears and at iiiat place, and wiiieli 

1 liintod kII the iuipossiodity oi niy then reveul- 
in^^ tieii-iiei eoa.d i, it)i* Viio same reason, iJ;'ive 
yon aii_^ a..eouaL oi i!ic hi.^'yplid'a Oovernnicntj 
lest thcj should intercept my loUer, altlio’ it is 
necessary 3 on should know a little of it, for the 
sake of comprehendiir^- wliul 1 have further to 

relate, couceniing; these unfortunate advent- 
lure rs. 


Cgypt. 
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E rypt, then, is govcrmnl by twenty four Beys, 
oi’vvlioin one j>rcsides over the rest, but this su¬ 
periority is very pret*arioiis; for he holds it no 

Jonj^cr then ’till some other of the m-imbcr thinks 
hin'selfstroiig’enough to contend with him; and 

ns they have herp but two nnixinis in War, the 
one to fly, the ot!ior to pur'^ue, those contests 
Uir.t not lon<.'': lix* vnuijuiid'.eiL h.e escape 

assassination retires up tl-e c\)ii:*.try, ’till F.o'" 
tunc chan.'i'es her as] ect; nhilc tiic \!ctor 
takes liis place. 'EMuis do Ihoir lives })a.ss in per- 
pt'luul vi( is.*,itude*j. "^ro day a Piiace, 1( niorrow 
a Punitive, and n.'xt d,sy a princea.c;'ain. 'Flu'sc 
thin^^s are so common, (hat noljody notices 
them; since they never dislurb the i]ilia!)itanis 

or comped tluuu to lake pert in their disputes. 

• • 

In order to be a cheek on these gentlemen, the 
Graiid i^ignor sends a rHisliaw, to reside among 

them, whcmi they receive 'l^i^h great respect 
and compliment with presents of xalue, pre¬ 
tending the utmost deference for his authority, 
but at the saine time a strict e}C is kept over him, 
and on the least opjiosition to their will, he is 
sent in disgrace away—hapj»y if he escape with 

life, after refunding all his presents and paying 
enormous sums besides. 


By 
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Bv Ii;c above s;ulcim-nt yoii will perrcivo 
iIh? Boys arc in roailly indcpiMicItMit, and 
likinviso (li'ccra tlio hinge on which thoir 
poliiio-^ turn, for as lonj* as under colour 
oi' juhiH'.-; t!iey consent to Tocoive a 

B-ishinv, it ic, in iiit-ii' power constanily to <hi’o\v 
tlh' ohniii (i' C-. u'y disa'i;reou!)^e ocrurrcjice on 
h’s I'ou'ikn-s. e.'.ocr pretence of Orders frem 
tin* ihole. jNo’.v hrie'dy to proceed \Yilh n*y 
little hiyforv, senie lime aftr'r the fold vohhrry, 
another ship called the St, Helena, arrive i 
at Suez, un.'hr D urudn co!{>ar.s with the reel 
owinr, a ?Jr. edoove, on board. He jn.dly 
ae:'j-vh.i'O-de oT a shnilav iate, refused to land 
Iws Ce.;;'} T:!! t;:e ChJef Annirath Boy, had 
acjojdr.i l.l’.n a soiomii pennix^ioii or ratiiei’ 
prater.ii»n, inulw wid.rh he s*a.ie!y rcach'cd (."airo, 
di -.1 of bis ehVeSs, and lyrepared for his 
1,1.;.; si sip v. llh a t\ Ca ri>’n. Ki;t ij\ 

■ri:n, ?di-. C>T;o.\nc*i! hsnl been advised 
V. n!. a liiC.-ioriai to (lie Beys, by 
he iveleiined Ids pjoperty as an Bn-;-- 
, !;renLened them with the ven- 

()t l.’iS nritifiii if not iinrnedjiitely re- 
<lre.>,'and doLdsji'cd hnciiell totaily indepen¬ 
dent. of ih.e Bancs, This rash procedure 
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alarmed ll.e people in power, who liowcvcf 
istiil contiiined apparently friendly, in hopes 
of a tarter booty, 'tTIl the. ^Oth Jnly, when they 
Mirew oil' tiie niisk, seized the ©aravan even 
to the passenger’s baggage, and made Mr, 
Moore a prisoner. Voii may recollect that in 
iny letter from Cairo, I told you what a hurry 
Mr. Fay was in, to fetcli me from Bulac, not 
having, as he then thought, a moincuts lime to 
spare.—It so happened that 1 arrived within an 
hour after the seizure of the Caravan and when 
all the gentlemen concerned, were in the first 
transports of that indignation, which such a 
during outrage could not fail to excite; at once 
rxasj)t‘^ated by this treacherous behavionr 
and alanned, lest some new crime should be 
committed against them. 

Every one is of opinion that their design 
was to cut us all olf, had wc gone out 
ignorant of the seizure of the Caravan. I 
had scarcely sat down in Mr. Baldwin's par¬ 
lour, when this terrible news, which seem¬ 
ed to involve the fate of every European 
alike, burst upon loe like a stroke of light- 

O 


lung. 



nirtg. Never sliall I forg'ct the fcrrors I 
FcU—*. In a few momcnls tlie room was 

filled with Eiuopeaiis, chiefly English, all 

speaking* together,—calling out for arms, 

and declaring they would vsell their lives dear¬ 
ly ; for not one appeared to entertain a 
doubt of their being immediately attacked. 
Ill the midst of this confu:-ion, Mons. Cheva¬ 
lier (the poor man who escaped from the 
Desert) cast his eyes upon me, exclaiming 
'' Oh Madam bow unhappy you arc in liav- 
ing come to this wretched place.” I'his 
drew the attention of the rest,—and what 
shall wc do with the lady?”—was every 
one’s question—at last they resolved on send¬ 
ing me to the house of an Italian Physician, 
as a place of safety; thither I was instantly 
taken by a native, who even in the dis¬ 
tress and confusion of the house, and al¬ 
though the Italian’s was only a few steps dis¬ 
tant across a -narrow lane, felt greatly 
shocked, because my veil chancing to be a 
little loose, he could see one corner of my 
eye, and severely reprehended the indecen¬ 
cy of such an exposure. * 


On 
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On rcacliinfj my expected Asylum a 
scene of more serious alarm (if possible) than 
I had left at iMr., Baldwins awaited me. The 
lady atul lier daughter were wringing their 
liRuils, and crying out in agony, that they 

were i:lterl\ ruined-; that all the Eu- 

ropoans would bo murdered; and they even 
a{)pei>red to think, that receiving another of 
tin; iM’oscribed race increased their dan- 
.g(n\ tinprisoniucnt and massacre in every 
shape, were tine sole subjects of their coii- 
vci^aiion; and so many terrible images did 
their fears conjure up, and communicate to 
my already disordered mind, that there were 
ti.ne-Sj when tlic reality could have been 

scarcely more appalling. Oh England! dear 
iiitjgUudl how often did 1 apostrophise thee, 
land of liberty and safety—: but 1 must not 
review my thoughts—; a simple narrative is 
all 1 dare allow myself to write. 

For several days we remained in this liar- 
rassing slate of suspense, and alarm; at 
iength new# arrived that the two ships which 

O 2 
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had brought these ill-fated adventurers t4» 
Egypt’s inhospitable shores, were seized by 
the Government, three days before they iooH 
possession of the Caravan. Their prisoners in- 

i 

deed, we already virtually were, not being allow¬ 
ed to quit the City. I should have mentioned that 
the Bashaw was the tool made use of on this 
occassion ; who pretended he had Orders 
from Constantinople, to seize all English 
merchandise and confiscate the Vessels, suf- 
fering none but the East India Company’s 
packets to touch at Suez. This Eirman was 
said to be obtained of his sublimr highness, 
by the British resident at the Porte, on behalf 
of the E. 1. Coinpau},* whether this pretence 
was true or false, we could never leani. 
Many other reports were propagated, a« 
must always be the case in a country under 

arbitrary government: there’being no certain 

yn 

rules to judge by, every one pronounces on 
the event as his hopes or fears dictate. 
Some times^we were all to be sent prisoner^ 
• io Constantinople, then we were, assured tliat 
after a general plunder of our effects, we 

should 



should certainly be released; and once it was 

confidently reported that, the Bowstring 

would he secretly applied to prevent our tell* 

% 

ing talcs. 

What added much to our mortification and 
justified our fears was, that all the Christians 
belong'inj^ to the two Ships, were on the 
Ipth of August dragged to Cairo in the most 
ignominious manner, having previously suffer¬ 
ed, during their imprisonment at Suez, 
jevery species of hardship which barbarity and 
malioe could indict. The people also at whose 
house we lodged, behaved to us continually 
'with marked disrespect, if W’e asked a ques- 
lion, Hiey seldom deigned to reply, and 

took care to enlarge perpetually on their 

• » • * -» 

condescension in suffering themselves to be 
incommoded with strangers. To be thus 
treated, gt a tigiie when perpetual scAicitudd 
and terror, had unbraced my nerves and 
subdued m^ spirit^ seetqed.so. cruel, that I 
ihink it absolutely hurt me tpore than evep 
pur deieiiUon^ a d^teqtiqn was certainly 

harder upon* iis, than any other Europeans 

nb = connection 
whateves 
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ifvliatever with the parties^ were coming 
from a different quarter of the globe; not 
concerned in trade, and •unknown to those 
who hud j'isited their country on that 
account: no demon of avarice had led tts 
into their power, nor could we afford a. 
prey to theirs. These considerations how¬ 
ever evident, made no impres-^ion on enr 
host, they were rather motives of exultation 
over us, and what enhanced our misfortune, 
it was irremediable, for we could, not change 
our abode, without going into another street, 
where \vc should have been unprotected. 

All the Christians live in one part of tha 
town as 1 before noticed: during tht time 
when the Plague rages, they visit each other 
by means of bridges thrown across the streets, 
from the tops of the houses, and this is a 
convenience, they often resort to at other 
times, as it safes them from insult, which 
they often meet below. I find I have writ¬ 
ten myself into such a strange humour, that 
I cannot proceed methodically; but I must 
try to arrange my thoughts and go forward 
better. 


At 
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At ]pngt)i the Beys, enchanted by that 
Deity whose bewitching attractions tew inortali 
can resist, whether.on the banks of the N.^a 

or the Thames: in other words, infl'icnced bf 

% 

the promise of tliree (lioiisand pounds, and 
an absolute indemnification from Mr O’Don¬ 
nell, gave us leave to proceed on our Vo^aga 
in defiance ot the tremendous order of their 
master, and thus ended this most disagreeable 
and distressing busino'ss. I will release you 
from this wearisome letter. I shall have tima 
at Mocha to continue my journal—, Adieu 
till to morrow. 

Ever most affectionately your’a 

E, F- 


LETTER X 
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LETTRll X. 

INCLOSED IN THE POUEnoiNG. 

^fornA Ijtii Sevtkmbi:jr. 

J\Iy DfAR SrVFRj 

I resume my pen in order to «^ivc you 
tome account ot* our pa llic Desert, 

which being done I'v a nielhod of (rineliiug 
totally dijfferent from any tiling *in England, 
may Uuurd amn»einen(, and even wiiiiout the 
charm of novelty, conld not fail to inter¬ 
est 3’ou, as the narrative of one so nearl} and 
dearly connected. , 

When a Caravan is about to depart, large 
tents are pitched on the skirls of the City 
whither, all who propose joining it, repair; 
there they are drawn up in order, by the 
persons, who uudertake to convey them. 
Strong bodies of Arabian soldiers guard the 
van and rear; ^others ilank the sides—; so 
that the* female passengers, and the nierchun« 

disc, are completely surrounded, and, as 
one would hope, defended in ca%e of attack. 

. Each 



I 

§/rtch gentleman of o\ir party had a honei 
and it is common to hire a camel betweeiv 
h\o, with pannier* to carry their provisions 
&c—: arroes the panniers, ^hich are of 
wicker, a kind of mattress is thrown, where¬ 
on they take it by turns to lie, and court 
repose, during Uieir joarney. Females wliQ 
can afford the expence, are more comfor¬ 
tably accommodated-,* these travel in a 

kind of litter, called a Tataravan; with two 
poles fastened between two camels, one be¬ 
hind, the other before. The Utter has a top 
and is surrounded by shabby, ill contiived 
Venetian blinds, which in the day, increase the 
surocdling heat, but are of use during the 
nights*which arc cold and piercing.——E- 
\ciy camel carries skins of water, but before 
you have been many hours on the Desert, 
it becomes of the colour of coffee. I was 
warned of this, and recommended to provide 
small guglets of porous earth, which after 
filling with purified water, slung to the top 
of my Tataravan; and these with water me^ 

.r 

Ions, and hard eggs, proved the best refresh¬ 
ments I ceuld have taken. The water by thiaj 


means 
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means was tolerably preserved; buf the mo¬ 
tion of the camels and the uncoiitli inannej, 

t 

jn which the vehicle ii fastjincd to them, made 
such a constant rumbling' sound among my 
provisions, as to be CAceedingly annoying. 
Once I was sahitcd by a parcel of hard eggj 
breaking loose from their net, and pelting 
me complete!): tt was fmtiinate that flii^ 
were boiled, oi I should have been in a pretty 
trim; to this may be added the frequent vio¬ 
lent jerks, occasioned uy one or other of tb-j 
poles slipping out of its wretched fabtening, 
so as to bring one end of the litter to the 
ground; and you may judge how pica'llng 
this made of travelling must he. 

At our first outset, ihc novelty of tUe' scene, 
and the consolation 1 felt, on leaving 
a place which had been productive of so 
much chagrin, and so many too well fotnid- 
ed apprehensions, w rouglit an agreeable 
change ou my hanaased feelings—; but 
when we had proceeded some dislunce op 
lie Desert; when all traces of human habi¬ 
tation had vanished—; when every sign of 
cultivation disappcaicd; and even vegetation 


waa 
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ivtis confined to a few low straggling shruBs/ 
that seemed to stand between life and death 
as hardly belonging to cither —; when the 
immeasuidhle plain lay around me^ a burn¬ 
ing Hun darted his fierce rays from above, 
and no asylum was visible in front, my ve- 
ry heait sunk within me.—I am sure }ou 
will do justice to my feelings, the laic Ca¬ 
tastrophe being deeply imprinted on my mind, 
and iiuieed iie\er absent fiom it. For he w’oild, 
you should not have know n what v\as pass¬ 
ing there, when I made so light of the 
journey in my letter from Grand Cairo. 

In the midst of these soul-subduing reflec¬ 
tions, the guides gave notice of a body, ap- 
pareiilly much larger limn our own, being 
within vHcw of Us.—All the sulferings related 
by tile poor Fiench gentleman, my active 
imagination now' pourtrayed, as about to be 
iniheted on me. INIy dear Parents, my sis¬ 
ters, cried I, w'ill iie\cr see me more!— 
sliould they learn my fate what agonies will 
they not endure I—but never can they coii- 
ccive half the terrible realities, that I may 
be doomed to undergo! Happily, for 

P 2 
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bnce^ my fears outwent the truth;—the party BO 
dreaded^ turned offin pursuit of some other prey, 
or perhaps intimidated by ^our formidable ap¬ 
pearance, left us unmolested. 

It is impossible even amidst fear and sus¬ 
pense not to be struck with the exquisite 
beauty of the nights here; a perftci’y cloud¬ 
less sky, and the ntmusphere so clear, that 
the stars sliiiie with a tu'dliancy, infinitely 
surpassing any thing 1 lino v itncssed else¬ 
where. Well might the ancient Eg\ptiani 
become expert astroiuuncis, possessing a cli¬ 
mate so fa\nniablc to that stud) ; nor were 

I 

we less indebted to those Ileavenlv lumina- 
i-ics; since, by tiicir refulgent light, and urnary- 
ing revolutions, the v"’uidc‘5 cross these itrack- 
less Deserts with cert'iinty, and like the mari- 
iier, steer to the desired haven. 

You wull perceive, that my boast of having 
crossed the Desert, like a lion, was not 

literally just;-but then remember, it was 

Ins strength, nut bis courage to which I al¬ 
luded; for it is true that, considering hour 

touch I had suffered in Cairo, I really did per¬ 
form the journey well, and on the second day 

being 
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being convinced by the bchfivionr of sortt 
around inCj how greatly, dojection increased 

the actual evils ofoi^r situation-, I rallied 

my spiuts to the utmost, and hfting up my 
heart in graJiliide to the Alnilghty, for having 
thus far supported iW, I determined to trust 
in his goodness, and not desert myself. 

On this day I exceedingly aTected by 

the sufferings of one of oiir party—iMr. T«iy- 
lor, going out as assistant surgeon on the 
Bengal establishment. He complained of ill¬ 
ness \%iien vve sat out, and seemed over- 
helmed with melancholy. He had been 

plundered of all by the Arabs-had sustain- 

ed \arioas misfortunes, and cf late, appeared 
to be • cons.'anptive. The extreme heat 
ot the weather so ovcipoucred him, that he 
resigned all hope of life, and at length, in a 
fit of despondency, actually allowed himself to 
•lide down from his Iforse, that he might die 
on the ground. JMr. Fay seeing him fall, ran 
to assist him, in regaining Kis seat, but he 
earnestly begged to be left alone, and per¬ 
mitted to die in peace. It was impossible to 
inspire him with liopo and he appeared 


to 
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la have so little strength, I did not bclirvff 
that, with so strong a ])n‘di]r<.tiou for death, 

he could ha\e been kej)t ijlive-: jot to see 

a fine >ouii^ man, a fonnti\m'm and felhov- 
traveller expiiing* cmong«.t ns, \>itliont striv¬ 
ing to the last to presene him, would have boon 

inhuman. Thank (l(»d, our encs co far pre- 
\aded that he is stdl w ill) u.s, li,ough liis dis¬ 
order is now con'd rinod, and hi, nnl.mrholy 
hut little abated — lie thanks ms Ibr hie, as if 
grealeful for our aiteni.oii, but not Ibr the gift. 
I fear his heart u bivakuig, as well as his 
«oiutituboii. 

^Vhen iny mind was a little rclie\cd on 

poor T-account, 1 Imd Icisiiie to think 

ot the hordes;-^j-i rocoliect how •paibal J 

ever was to these noble animals; and we 
hid several witii u;, of sach sing dir In aiily 
and docility, that tlioy would htive a((iacted 
the attention, 1 had ahaoNt saij tlie allctlion, 
of the most indilTeront ffpeclator. The wrctih- 
ed creatures sulTered so ni ich fiom heat and 
thirst, that their gioaning-, waiv tcrnbK^ ami 
added to this an in\olnntary rattling 
in the throat, ^ if they were on the pond 

of 
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of expirin^^, so tliat one heard thwii with a 

i • 

mixture of compassion and horror cxtreineiy 
painful to bear: ycl; notwithstanding that this 
continued ft>r many hours, vve werfi so fortunate^ 
as not to lose a sini>le horse in the Caravan,— 
AVnb Ihe dogs, we were less successful,—three 
very line oiics sal out with us, but none survived 
—one of them was the most beautiful Italian 
gro} hound, I ever beiield;—lu; cost seven 
guiticas at Venice. Tlie iir»t day he got 

tolerably well fornard; but during the second 
bis strength faileil, and he appeared to suttee 
excruciating pain from the beat. When he 
was in the most Irig'ntiul state,, his toii^^uc 
hanging out of his mouth, his eyes wildly 
Sitaring,’.and altogether presenting the idea of 

f • 

madness, rather than death, his master Mr. 
T-!iad tile modesty to bring him to me, 

and recpicst that I would admit him into 

‘ ** 

my 'rataravun \ liope no person will accuse 
me of Inbumanity, for refusing to receive an 
animal in that condition,—self-preservation 
forbade my compliance. I felt that it would 

• r 

he weakne.'is, instead of compassion, to sub¬ 
ject myself to such a risk; and you may te 
certain, my sympathy was not increased for 

iU 
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its owner, when lie solennily assured me, bj 
way of inforciiig his iiitieaty, that it would 

cost him a Ic.^s severe pafij*-, to see his own 
father thus Siirterin;^', than ho tlieu leit I 
w'as induced to credit this assertion; knowing’ 
that wiicii last in England, he had remained, 
iliere seventeen months without visiting’ the 
old gentleman; though he acUnowlcdged hav»- 
iiig been within J5U miles of his residence. 
A very short time after this, the poor creature 
cli’opt down gasping, but ere he had breatlicd 
his last, a brutal Arab, cat him to pieces 

before liis masters face; and on his expressing 
angpr at bis cruel behaviour, ran auer him 
wilii a diciwii scymiter—you may judge fronv 
this incident, what wretches vve \\;cre cas^ 
amongst. 


We found Suez a miserable place,—litl^ 
better than the Desert wiiich it bounds, and 
were, as probably 1 have already told you, 
impatient to get on board, where we found 

every portable necessary of life had been 

, ^ 

carried off. We had been pretty well pil¬ 
laged ourselves, and pould therefore sympa- 


tbiza 
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WHli the losersj well aii lament othr 
own perjjonal irtconve^iiency^ however, thank 
Heaven v that we ^escaped as we did;—^If 
ever they catch me on' their IJ^sert 
I think I shall.deserve-all they can inflict. 

Our pass'd^e down the Red Sea was plea¬ 
sant/ the wind' being constantly ’ favourable,’ 
but aiTorded no object of interest, save tb6 
distant view of Mount Horeb, which aorain 
brought the flight of the children of Israel 
to my irriiid; and yoii may be sure, I did 
not wonder that they sought to quit the 
land of Egypt, after the various specimeiit 
of its advantages that 1 have experienced. 

The pnly vessels we saw> were those built 
for the co’nveyance of coffee, for which thi^ port 
is famous;—they are so bulky, clumsy, and 
frlrai.gcly cci\strucbd, that one might almost 
tuke tlieui for floating mountains. 1 cannot 
be expected to say a great deal of my ship¬ 
mates, having been so short a time toge¬ 
ther, but to own the truth,, I dp not look 
forward to much , comfort, ^icre the, el^ 
ments are so discordant ,a| we jwrp 

Q 



fe touch at Calicut oti thp Coast of Mala- 
\)ar, you shall from thence have the particU* 
le^s: for^ by that time shall be pretty 
Svell familiarized >vith each other. May the 
detail be more agreeable thaii my present 
ideas will warrant me in supposing. 

Let me now proceed to say a few words 

of Mocha^ which is a pretty considerable place^ 

wailed round, and guarded by soldiers,—It 

appears to great advantage after Suez, 

being plentifully supplied with fruit and 

'vegetables;—the provisions not bad, and the 

water excellent. The worst I know of it, is 
1 . 

the excessive heat, which is even beyond that 
of Cairo. Our sailors have a proverb, that 
there is only a sheet of paper between that 
hnd another place—too shocking to be men(i- 
bned—1 should yet say there were many 
sheets; for we have really met with so much 
kindness and hospitality here, as to make us 
klmosl forget the heat. 

The principal trade is carried bh by Ba- 
iiians and Rajaputs, (as they are called, tho* 
1 cannot yet tell why) Who come here from 
Hbdia-^ilikk^ Comfortable little fortunes and 

return. 
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tjeturn. A family of the former, consisting 

• \ 

of three brothers, named George, have shewn 
us every possible ^ attention ever since we 
]ande<l, and the Cb,evalier do St. Lubin, a 
French gentleman, of elegant manners and 
superior information, has treated us, in the 
most sumptuous style. It is whispered among 

the Englisl^,^ here, that Mons De St. L--- 

has been on a mission from the French Court 
to llyder Ally, for the express purpose of 
sowiniT the seeds of discord between him, and 
the English; and that he has to a great de* 

gree succeeded-; how far this is true, we 

cannot yet say, but so intirely was Mr. Ful¬ 
ler, one of our passengers, persuaded of the 
■fact, that he just now proposed we 
should arrest the Chevalier, who is about tQ. 

proceed in a day or two to Europie. How 
far Mr. F-may be politically right, I can¬ 

not tell; but my heart revolted at the idea of 
receiving every mirk of attention from a 
roan one hour, and on bare suspicion, mak¬ 
ing him a prisoner the next; and most truly 
did 1 rejoice when this scheme was overruled. 
There should be very sufficient reasons for 


conduct, 
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eoTi(hiet> io despotic and Apparently ungrateful, 
and we certainly were not in possession of do- 
cuments to authorise such a procedure. I 
am much better pleased (liat this gentleman 
should return peaceably to his native country, 
and forward iny letters to you, which he has 

promisx;d on his honour to do, and to se¬ 
cure them amongst his prlvEyir papers.—I 
might lia\e written twice as much if I chose. 

And now my dear Friends, I must again 
Fid you adieu* 1 trust my next accounts will 
be more pleasant, than this sad detail must 
prove, and that I shall meet letters at Cal¬ 
cutta, with good news of you all. My heart 
aches with thinking of the distance betw een ns ; 
but after surmounting so many difficulties'and 
happily escaping from so many dangers; I 
feel inspired with hope for the future. 

Ever most aifcctionately your’s 

i» * 

E. P. 


LETTER XI. 
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I.WTEn XI. 

On DmiJD, THE. Navijalt V* AT Sea. 

t?8:Ti October 177§. 
^tr J^FAR FnTFxrs. 

I .wrote yoi| from in Uic l.yth 

b-v- tha QIu'^;lliar da St. Lnbin 
lAua lias mor<t soicinuly cnga';(.d fo forward 
my li’Wer^ and I liu&t will, bf'op his word. 

* * t 

'SVe have DOW been six 'wopaS at sea. md 

I 

in the course of a few divs lionc to reach 

A 

• Calient Qar pas.s.r^e‘ aerosi the Indian 
..Ocean*^ we found very ])!oasant: the M.onsoon 
bclnj^ ap:aiiist \\<i, made it tediou.s, but no 
boisterous sens had we to contend with, £^s 
iri the -^Ici^iterranean :—all has been calm, ea¬ 
sy^ and free from alarm of everv kind hitherto; 

fortunate indeed may we deem ourselves in 

•/ 

having expertenced such fi.\c weather; for 
our ship is not half laden and has not Cargo 
eiiougli to keep her steady. You will now 

expect me to say some thing of tlmse with 

' * 

whom 
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Tvliom NV'C.nre roopcJ up, but my nccounfe. 
viii n<jt be very satisfactory, although suffi- 
clentl}' ilit resting to us—to begin tlicn. 

The woman, of whom I entertained some 
suspicion from the first, is 1 am now credi¬ 
bly informed, one of the very lowest C'ca- 

lures taken off the street in London; she is 
so p^rfectli/ ^depraved in disposition, that lun* 
supreme delight consists in rendering cvery- 

bovly around her, miserable.-it would be 

doing her too much honour to stain m 3 " paper 
with a detail of the various artifices she dai¬ 
ly practices to that end.-Ocr pretended hus¬ 

band having been in India before, and giv- 
jug himself many airs, is looked iijjon as a 

jiersun of mighty consequence, whom •nobody 

• •* 

chooses to offend; therefojc Madam has full 
scope to exercise her mischievous talc nts, 
wlici’ein he never controuls her—not but 
that he perfectly understands how to make 

hinnclf feared; coercive measures are sn 7 ne 
tim.r.3 resorted to; it is a common expressi¬ 
on of the lady. ** Lord bies.s you, if I 

did such, or su h a thing, T.-would 

iT\ake not nmre <0 do, but knock me down 

like 
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like an ox.’* I frequently amuse mjself 
with examining^ lliek countenances, where 
ill nature has fixed Jijer Empire so firmly, that 
I scaiccly believe either of theqp ever smil¬ 
ed unless maliciously. Miss Howe’s descrip- 
tioii of Solmes, in Clarissa Hailowc, recurs to 
to me as admirably suiting this an.i'chh pair 
—to that I refer you. 

4 

Chenu, the Captain, is a mere Jack in 
office;” being’ unexpectedly raised to that 
post from secmivi mate, by the death of poor 
Capt Vanderfield and his chief officer on the 
fatal Desert, is become from this circum¬ 
stance so insolent and overbearing', that cvb- 
ry one^cletests him. Instead of being* ready 
to accommodate everjr person with the few 
necessaries left by the plundering Arabs, he 
constantly* appropriates them to Iwmself. 

Wliere’s the Captain's silver spoon ? God bless 
iny soul. Sir, you have got my chair, must’ 
yon be seated before the captain ? What 
have you done with the Captain’s glass?” and 
a great deal kiore of the same kind; but this 
may serve as a sp:'ximen. And altho’ the 
wretch half starves us, he frequently makes 


com- 
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C(;nipans?>ni be<;Tv.*eii Ins tablf*, and thaC 
of an Itidiamaiij wlsicii we diire not contradict 

■while in hisn:)wer: tcH n*o now, should yea 

^ * • 

not di'at such carupauions for « 

lonsf vovaj:;e?—but I liiivc a fourth who 
at least, ii-cvUs to he :uK!i d to the triumvir¬ 
ate; Ids name I -II-Banister & 

Law, a man of t!'e ^c•l v fir: t fasldoji 1 aFsure 
30 i», and who v.nald fai-it at t!ie lliou^lit ot 

any lliing* P-i; 'V -wr,s one day slte-.v- 

iivg- him a very faadsoine sih.cr hilled swords 
W’hicli he g;reatiy aviiniicd, till thaucini*' to 
cast his eye on tl’.e st idihaid he lead Royal 
£xchrrn£>;e. '‘Take \eur 5.\veid’* said he. Us 
surprizin^f a inanufoouriSer.se shcultl cu-mmit 
sucli an error; lor iihy j^iiincas I nou'dnot 
have a City naaic ou any arl’elo of dress; now 
St. James’s or Ihnid siivch h'Us a clcUv-huii 
sound, doiU't }ou so my dear friend ?—• 

Now Would any one sin>n'Ji>e this line lientle- 
man’s father wm in trade, and he himself 
brou;**ht up in Ihat very Cily, he cHccts to 
despise? very tine nevertheless—Quadrille he 

4 * 

would not be Ihoaght to hnow; it is only 
played by the wi\cs and daughters of ^rrades- 
-mci), in country tewiis; I want to make you 
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fee him; figure to yourself a little mortal, lui| 
bod} constanly bent ^in a rhetorical attitude, as^ 
if addressing the Court, and his^face cotered 
\vith scorbutic blotches. Happily from an af- 
fectalion of singularity, be always wears spec¬ 
tacles. I say happily, as they serve to con¬ 
ceal llie mo^^t odious pair of little white 
e\es mine ever beheld, \yhat Butler says 
of Hiitlibras— that 

'' he could not ope 
" ILs mouth, but out Ihera flew a trope,'' 

1 

may literally be applied, to this Ileaven-borit 
Orator, who certainly outdoes all I ever lieard> 
in the use of overstrained complitn^^nts and far¬ 
fetched allusions. But with all those oddi¬ 
ties, were he only a good*natpre<\ bartnlesi 
simpletoiK, might pity him. At first 

lie took so much pains to ingratiate bims^df 

¥ 

with us, that he became a sort of favorite• 
bo many confeysimts of superior abilities iut 

Mr. Fay.-—-suck intreatie% to^ spare 

him, when they should practise in the Courts 
togetlier,'^a studied 'attention tn roe in th^ 

a 

I * 
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miftvtest article—^effectually shielded him froia 
•mpicion^ 'till hii end was answeredj of rais- 
ing a party against us^ by means of that 

e 

vile woman, who was anxious to triumph 
over me; especially as 1 have been repeat¬ 
edly compelled (for the Honour of the Sex) 
to censure her swearing, and indecent be¬ 
haviour. I have therefore little ccmifort to 
look forw'ard to, for the remainder of tho 
voyage. 

It is, however, only justice to name IMr. 
Taylor as an amiable, tho' melancholy com¬ 
panion, and Mr. Manes^y an agreeable 
young man, under twenty, going out as a 
writer on the Bombay Kstablishmeut, from 
w lit in I always recciie the most respectful 
ftUetition. Mr. Fuller, is a middle aged 
man; it is easy to see, that he has been 
accustomed to genteel society. How different 
hit manners from those ofH——*—! Poor rouu 
he has, it seems, fallen into the hands of rhar¬ 
pers, and been completely pillaged. He has the 
- finest datk eyes, and one of the most intelligent 
OduntenanCel'1 ever met with. His trip to 
^fScngal ii, I doubt, a last resource. May it 


nrovA 
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{irov« successful. I have no enmity towards 
him; for though he has joined the other par- 
ty, it is evidently with reluctance. Mr. 
Moreau a niusiciffii, going out*to India to 
exercise his profession^ is very civil and atten* 
tivC;, 

Dissentions have run very high on board. 
The very day after we sailed from IMocha, a 
sudden quarrel arose between the Captain, and 
H— the Banister; on which the ship was 
ordered about, and they were going ashore in 
a great hurry to decide it; but by the interpo-* 
tion of friends, they were prevailed upon to 
curb their wrath, 'till their arrival at CalU 
cut, as* in case of an accident, no olbcef 
remained to supply Clienu’s place. About 
a month after, they were reconciled; and so 
ended this doughty affair. 

I had almost forgotten to mention PieroV 
the purser of the ship—^a lively, well inform¬ 
ed little Frenchman,*-*-fall of anecdotes and 
always prepared with a repartee; in short, 

f • 

th« sottl of tin putty. Hu ringi an excel'* 

AS 


t«nS 



kent aong, and has as many tricks, as 4 
Wnkey. 1 cannot help smiling at his sallies, 
though they ate frequently levelled at mej 
iTor he is one of my most virulent persecu- 
tors. Indeed, such is our general line of con¬ 
duct; for, having early discovered the con¬ 
federacy, piudencc determined us to go mildly 

on, seemingly blind to what it was beyond 
iaur power to remedy. Never intermeddling m 
their disputes, all endeavours to draw us inl<^ 
Quarrels are irainly exerted—: indeed 1 des¬ 
pise them too much to be angry. 

iDuring the first fortnight of our voj'age my 
foolish complaisance stood in my way at 
table ; but 1 soon learnt our genteel maxim wai 
'' catch as catch can’%—the longest arm 
fared best; and you cannot imagine what a 

good scrambler I am become,—a dish once 
'seized, it is rtiy care, to make use of my good 
fortune: and now provisions running very 
short, we are grown quite savages; two or 
three of Us perhaps fighting for a bone; for 
Uiere is no respect of perioni. The wretch 
^ captain wanting our passage money for 

nothing 
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refused to lay in a sufficient cjuautity 
of stock ; and if we do not soon reach our 
Port, what must be the consequence. Heaven 
knows. * 

^ * 

After meals I generally retire to my cabin, 
where I find plenty of e^nployment, having 

made up, a dozen shirts for Mr. F-- 

but of some cloth, I purchased at Mocha, 
to replace part of those stolen by the Arab* 
'^—Sometimes I read French and Italian, 
and study Portuguese. I likewise prevailed 
on Mr. Fay, to teach me short*hand; in 

consequence of the airs H.-gave him'- 

self because he was master of this art, and 
;riiad taught his aisters to correspond him 

it. The matter was very easily accom- 

plished,-^in short I discovered abundani 

methods of making my time pass usefully, 
and not disagreeably. IIow often since, in 
this situation have 1 blessed God, that he hat 

f 

been pleased to endow me with a mind, ca¬ 
pable of furnishing its own amusement, in des¬ 
pite of every means used to discompose it. . 


4tji 
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4th Novembeb. 

We are now in sight of the Malabar hilla^ 
an(^ expect to reach Calicut either this eveniiigj 
er tomorrow; I shall conclude this letter, ^ 
«nd scad it under charge of Mr. Manesty, 
to forward it from Bombay. lam in tolerable 
health, and look with a longing eye, towards 
Bengal, from whence I trust ray next will 
be dated. The climate seems likely to agree 
very well with me, I do not at all mind 
the heat, nor does it alTect cither niy spi« 
rits, er roy appetite. I remain 

Ever aficctionately your’s, 

E. P. 


LETTER Xirj 
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LETTER Xir. 

Calicut, I2tii February, 1780. 

J\Iy FnirNns. 

It was my dclermination never to write to 
you, during tlie state of dreadful Captivity in 
which we have lou^ been held, but having 
hopes of a release, Ibink I may now ven¬ 
ture to fifivc you soiuo account of our sufler- 
itig's, which have been extreme, both in 
body and mind, for a period of fifteen 
weeks, which we have spent in wretched 
conhnenjent, totally in tije power of Barba¬ 
rians. 

« 

I must premise that, such is the liarrassln^ 
confusion of my mind, and the weakness 
of my nerves, fliat I can merely offer you a 

f 

simple statement of facts, and even that 
must necessarily be incorrect; for incessant 
anxiety and constant anticipation of more in¬ 
tolerable evils, have totally unhinged ray 

« 

faculties., God knows whether I may ever 
recover'them; at present all is confused and 

clouded' 
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clouded.-Reflections on ' the importance o? 

our speedy arrival in Bengal, which so nia^ 
l»y circiimslances bad contributed to pre¬ 
vent, and the apprehension lest qur delay 
clibuld afibrd lime to raise serious obslacles 
Against Mr. Pay's admission into*the, Court, 
as an advocate, had long been as sq many 
daggers, piercing my vitals: add to this the 
heart breaking thought ^what immense tracts 
lie between me and those dear dear friends, 
vvhoHc society alone can render me complete¬ 
ly happy. Even were the most brilliant success 
to crown our future views, never could I 
know comfort, ’till the blessed moment arrive, 
vlien I shall cla^p you all to my fond heart, 
v^ithout fear of a future separation;* except 
by that sti’oke, to which we must all submit ; 
and which has been suspended over my bead 
as by a single hair. ^ I. trust that I have been 
spared, to aflbrd me the means of provings 
more substantially than by words, how inesti- 
Kiately precious, absence has made you in 
my sight.’— Well may it be said that, the. 
•dcprlvttion of a blessing enhances its value; 
my ^ affection rises now to a ‘pitch of En- 
. of which I knew net that my heart 

» 5 j. ‘ ^ 
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wai capable;—but which has been its conso« 

lation, amidst all the horrors of imprisonment 
and sickness: no c^n^cnial mind to which 
I could declare my feelings; s«rc of meet¬ 
ing with sympathizing affection, as I so delight¬ 
fully experienced in the company of my beloved 

sibter-But I forget that all this while you 

are impatient to hear how we fell into so dis¬ 
tressing a situation; take then the particulars. 

1 told you in my last that wc expected to reach 
Cdiciit very shortly, and accordingly next 
driy, on the (to me ever memorable) 5th 

ft 

November, we anchored in the Roads, and 
to our great concern saw no English flag up. 
In a short time we were surrounded by vessels 
which approached us with an air of so much 
hostility that we became seriously alarmed, 
—with one exception; this was the redoubta¬ 
ble IMrs. Tulloh. She had frequently, in the 
course of the voyage, expressed a violent de¬ 
sire' for some species of adventure,—a pas¬ 
sion for some romantic danger, on which 
she could descant hereafter; and far from 
congratulating herself on having arrived at 
Grand Cairo, when the Caravan was setting 

I 

S . 


off 
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off in safety, she ever expressed a wish^ that 
%he had been present during' that period of 
terror and confusion, of which she envied ua 
the participation. On hearing' Chenu declare 
that, he feared he must make a shex^ of eii- 
gaging, notwithstanding the deficiencies under 
which he laboured, and wliich evidently ren¬ 
dered the idea of resistance on our part, a 
mere farce; since we had neither arms, am- 
nmnition, nor men on board sulTicient to abido 
the contest, she positively insisted on having' 
a chair brought upon deck, in which she was 
determined to sit, and see the engagement; 
observing that, it was the next best thing to 
escaping' from shipwreck.—Having no ambi¬ 
tion to play the Heroine in this way/ I re- 
solved on going below, and exerting, (should 
it be necessary) my limited abilities in 'assis¬ 
ting Mr. Taylor, who had agreed to officiate 
as Surgeon—not feeling myself inclined to 
brave horrors of this nature, for the mere 
love of exhibition. Most probably had the mat¬ 
ter become serious, she would not have been 
permitted to indulge her fancy; but by de- 
grecs our suspicious visitants sheered off, 
nvitbput venturing to commence an attack, 

seeing 
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teeing us apparently so well prepared to re¬ 
sist them; and we flattered ourselves that 
our fears had beefi altog'ether groundless. 

The next morning II——and two others, 
going on sliore to reconnoitre brought back 
intelligence, that we might be all safe in the 
Danish Factory, on condition of our passing 
for Danes;—as a misunderstanding actually 
subsisted between Hyder Ally and the Eng¬ 
lish. Mr. Passavant, the Danish Consul, had 
been on board meanwhile, and given us 
pretty nearly the same information, and from 

others we soon learnt a circumstance, 

♦ 

which conlirmed our apprehension, that some 
mischief was brewing.—tliis was the departure 
of Mf. Freeman, the English Consul, who 
had left the place some weeks before, taking 
with him his furniture and effects,—a posi¬ 
tive proof that he supposed hostilities were 
about to commence; as it has been found a 
common procedure in these cases, for Asiatic 
Princes to begin a War, by imprisoning the 
Embassadors or Residents, of course, a wise 
man will fly when the storm lowers. 

8 8 


Now 
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Now our most worthy follow-passeni^ers, 

had privately ogrced to continue tlicir journey 

by land, and rejoiced in the opportunity 

of leaving us,in the lurch:-they therefore 

accepted Mr. Passavant’s invitation iminc- 

« 

diately, without coiisuUittg us. At first this bciia- 
viour alFeclcd me a good deal and I resolved to 
follow them ;—Mr. Fay concurring in opinion— 
But on calm reflection, we judged it most 
prudent to learn what •reception ihe^ met 
with, before toe ventured on such slippery 
ground. On Sunday Cheuu dined on hoard; 
and appeared very earnest for our quitting 
the Ship; hut we did not attend to hta 
persuasions. The Gunner who had charge 
of the vessel was a very respectable man, 

f 

and we had lately held many conversations 

with him; he had a vile opinion of the Cap* 

tain, believing that money would tempt him 

to commit any act, however atrocious; and 

bad resolved in case an armed force 

0 

was seen approaching the ship, to cut and 
run down to Cochin, with all the sail he 
could set,—but alas! before Chenu left us 
this day, he ordered all the yards to be 
struck, saying he should slay six weeks, 
was doubtless done to frighten us, and 

to 
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to induce os to on stidre'; but Im ving fark- 
eii our resolution, we w<‘re not to be mov¬ 
ed; especially as he dr'ippod some dai’k 
bints, respectini^ the situolion of (hose, who 
iccrc there; in so much tiiiat we* had reason 
to think our only cluiiice of escaping" impri- 
souuicmt, was by remaining whore we were. 



ous quailors, that disputes ran higli between 
the Captain and passengers, about the re¬ 
maining half of their pcssage money. Aa 
they proposed leav ing the ship there, he de¬ 
manded payment; which they refused till they 
should arrive in Kengal. 


• On the 8th came Lewis, Hare's servant, 

for liis own clothes;-he brought news that 

a challenge had again passed between his 
master and Chenu, on the occahion of his mas¬ 
ter’s trunks being stopped for the passage 
money—he left them on the point of deciding it 
when he came off*. You may suppose we 
became exceedingly anxious to learn tbe 
event, but had soon other matters to engross 
our attention. 


Daring (he three days we staid here, after 
every one elw departed, boats full of people'. 


were 
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were continually coming on board by per* 
itlissioii of our worthy Captain, under pre¬ 
tence of viewing the ^ship,-we thought 

this rather odd; but John the Gunner being, 
as 1 observed before, a prudent steady man, 
we trusted to his discretion. About four, on 
Monday afternoon, 1 was sitting in the 
round-house at work, when a larxc boat 
came along side, with more than twenty 
arinelrnen in her;—one of then shewed a 
written chit as he called it from Coe.ra ; not- 
WitiistanJing which, Jolr.i insisted on their 
leaving their arms behind them—this, they 
at length complied with, and were then pcr- 
' mitted to enter. I ran down hilf iVigliLcned 
to Mr. Fay, who was reading in our ca- 
bin, and told him the aflfair. Pho, said 
he, it is impossible they should mean 

any harm: are we not under the pro¬ 
tection of the Danish flng?’^ this silenced 
me at once, and he went upon deck to see 
the issue. All this while our visitors feigned 
to be mighty ignorant, and inquisitive, peep¬ 
ing into every bole and corner, as if, they 
never saw such a sight in their lives—pur¬ 
posely ' dallying on the tim# Hill just dark, 

when 





Tvhen to my great joy they departed. A hea¬ 
vy squall came on^ which they sheltered from 
under the ship^s steyrij there another boat 
met them, and after some parley, they both 
(as 1 thought) went away. 

But in a few minutes down came Mr. Fay 
you nuist not be alarmed, said he, I have 
news to tell you:—we are to have a hundred 
and litty Seapoys on board to night!*' Sea- 
poys : for what! Why the English are com¬ 
ing to attack Calicut—Chenu has promised 
Sudder Khan, the Governor, h’s assistance, 
who has sent these troops for our defence’*— 
Oh Mr. F—** replied I, tliis is a very 
improbahic s<ory, lor God s sake suffer not 
those people to enU'r the ship, if you can 
avoid it; othcvwihe we are ruined. I see 
plainly this is a second Suez business"; (for 
by the same treacherous pretext they gained 
possession of the ships there) and at that in¬ 
stant, all that those unfortunate men suffered, 
coming fresh into my mind, I really thought 
1 should have fainted-—Seeing that I was 
rendered more unea^ by being kept in sus¬ 
pense, he liow acknowledged, that under fa- 
% 

vour of the night, a large piarty, headed by 



a Capl. Ayrc», an Englishman in Hyder's 
li'iivice, laid already made good their en- 
triince. The Comiiiaiider^ had indeed related 
tlie above nonsensical tale to our Gunner, as 

e 

an excuse for his proceeding; hut did not 
seem himself to CMpecl, it would gain belief: 
i—however being nearly do>titute of Arms and 
Atumunilion (the Arabs had taken care of 
tliiat) wliat C(>uld w'C do, but rec.oinuieiid our. 
s<dves to the Divine Protection ? which 1 may 
truly say, was iiever metie eaVncstly solicited 
by me.—When the reiloiibtable Caplaiii Aj ivs 


had settled every thing upon Deck, he fa¬ 
voured us with his company below.—A. tiiis 
Gentleman is in groat pow'er, and had a 
large share in the subsequent Iransactio'is, I 

e 

must here devote a few moments to* (livin'* 

o o 

. you a little sketch of Iiis history. 


He was born in London, and at the usual 
age bound apprentice, to a saddler; but be¬ 
ing a lad of spirit, and associating with other 
promising youths of similar talents, and 
coirrage, he soon found an employment more 
suited to his active genhis; in a word, he be- 
,came a Gentleman Collector on the Hia^hwajtj. 
This post he maiutahied several yeal^, and if 
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we may credit what he relates when in n 
bodstiug^ humour^ performed many notable, ex¬ 
ploits; it is true h® sometimes got inclosed 
within the hard gripe of the Law, but al¬ 
ways found means to liberate himself, from 
it, 'till on one unlucky trial, proofs ran so 
strong against him, that in spite of money 
and friends, (which in his case were n&oer 
wanting) he was Capitally convicted; though, 
afterwards, pardoned on condition of trans¬ 
portation for life—This induced him to enlist 
for the East Indies, where he exercised his 
former profession, and was twice imprisoned 
at Calcutta on suspicion; but having acted 
cautiously, nothing positive appeared against 
him: s^o by way of changing the scene, ho 
was dra’ughtcd off for Madras, where finding 
his favourite business rather slack, and his 
pay insufficient to support him without it, our 
hero determined on deserting to Hydct 
Ally, which resolution he soon found means 
to put in practice,—carrying with him two 
hoi*se8, arms, accoutrementp» wearing apparel, 
and every thing else of value he .tSQtdd lay 
.hands on, to a pretty consid^ablo amount. 

T 


This 
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It'llit shew of propert}*^, (no matter liow lic- 
^nired) g^ve him couscqncnce uiili .iTy^Ier, 
ivho immediately promotejl him to the rank 

of Captain. ^ Being a tliorongh paced villian. 
he has during these seven years taken the 
lead in every species of barbarity.—He even 
Advised his General who is Governor of this 
Province, to massacre all the natives V>y way 
of quelling a rebellion which had arisen.—• 
^The least punishment inflicted by him was cut¬ 
ting off the noses and ears of thofee miserable 

■ivretches. Whose hard fate subjected them to 

\ 

his tyranny. In short a Volume Would not 
contain half the enormities perpetrated by this 
disgrace to human nature—but to proceed. 

At sights of him I shuddered involuntarily, 

r 

though at that time ignorant of his real 
character. Such an air of wickedness and 
ferocity overspread his features. The ser¬ 
geant who accompanied, him was (always ex¬ 
cepting his master) the most horrid look¬ 
ing creature, 1 verily believe, in existence; 
from such another j>air the Lord * defend 
ipe! Ayres told me, with the utmost in* 
difference that the people dt the Factory 
all been fighting duels f—that Mr. 

Passavant 
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Passavant the Danish Chief, had tent fot ft 
guard to separate them; a^d that the Cover* 

nor finding the <hip had no oafner^ aa 
all these disputes arose about^ dividing the 
spoils had thought proper to take possession 

of her in the »N'abah*s name, until matters 
were inquired into; after wiiicli \\% fa^thfaU^ 

^u tunised to restore her, without the least em¬ 
bezzlement—the love of Justice only induc¬ 
ing him thus to act. 

Thingh we perceived the fallacy of these 
pretences, yet as it was useless to argue with 
the vile instrument of oppression, we only 
requested to be set free on shore with .our 
ellect*. This he engaged for, and even of- 

fered to take charge of any valuables or 

• * 1 » 

money —You may be sure w« pleaded pover¬ 
ty; declaring that except our clothes, (which 
could be no object in a country . where so 

few are worn) a guinea would purchase a}! 
we possessed; in the mean time we requested 
a guard to protect our persona from insult.— 
Having pledged his Honour for our security, 
the captain, retired. You will believe that sleep 

T» 

m 
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did not visit our eyelids that nifjit: The 
flight had disordered me so much, that a 
violent retching came oti, sr.rcccded by a 

strong fever, •vvhich occasioned dreadful pains 
in my limbs. In the midst of these ex.ciu- 
Gialiong tortures, I heard Ayres tell his Ser¬ 
jeant, that orders ere come to plunder the 
Ship, and make all the ofiicers prisoners in 
the Round-house. 

Can any thing be imagined more distressing, 
than my situation without the means of relief, 
—no possibility of obtaining advice, and no fe¬ 
male to whom I could look for succour or a«- 
tistance. This was about two in the morning, 

-these words sounded like the sig»nal of 

« 

death in my cars. Immediately a par¬ 
ty of armed men surrounded our Ca¬ 
bin, and demanded entrance. 1 clung 
round my husband and begged for God’s 
sake that he would not admit them; for 
what could be expected from such wretches 
but the most shocking treatment. All this 
while there was such a noise without, of 
breaking and tearing, to come at their plun- 
as convinced me that should we once 

lose 
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lope sight of our little pm])erly, exrrj^ thing 
^(lis Inst: at first they .were pficified on being 
told tJiat I was asleep, but soon grew out 
of patience, brandished their s^ymiters and. 
one man who spoke a little English, thrciiU 
cned with horrible execrations to mui’uer us, 
it’ w'e did not iusiaiiL’j/ comply wnih their 

demands, and open tlic door,-Mr. Fay 

drevy his sword on this decluration, swearing 
solemnly that he would run the first man 
llirongh the body, who should presume to 
enter his wife’s apartment. llis air of re¬ 
solution and menacing actions, had their ef¬ 
fect so far, as to prevent them from break¬ 
ing open the door; the top of which being 
saslied, beheld through it, their terrific 
countenances, and heard tlicm incessantly call¬ 
ing aOj ao” (in English come.) This word 
has made an impression on me, which is in¬ 
describable. 1 can never hear it pronounc¬ 
ed on the most common occasion, without 

trembling: but to return-Mr. Fay now 

intreated me to rise if possible, being fear- 

w 

ful he could not keep them much longer at 
bay, I endeavoured to comply ; but the ago¬ 
nising . patiis I suffered, and the extrema 

weak- 
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weakness brought on by fever, rendered 
it iiTtpossible for me to. stand upright; there 
was however no remedy—so by degrees I 
got my clotnes on (I recollect now that 
I must have been above an hour employ¬ 
ed in this business.) Through the glass 
door, I could see the villians outside, use 
menacing gestures, and urge me to make 

haste,—vowing vengeance on me if I kept 
them longer waiting. 

Expecting a strict search and being desir¬ 
ous of rescuing something from the general 
wreck, Mr. Fay contrived to conceal our 
watches in my hair, having first stopped 
tUeir going by sticking pins in the ^ Vliecls ; 
aiul the little money we possessed, and what 
small articles I could take without exciting 
suspicion, were concealed about my person. 
Thus equipped 1 crawled out, bent double, 
and in au instant, the Cabin was filled with 
Seapoys. I must here pause, and intreat my 
dear sister to imagine herself in my situation 
^at that dreadful moment; for no language 
can 1 find, that would do Jus'tice to my feel* 


But 
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But when 1 came on deck, the scene which 
presented itself would have appalled the stout¬ 
est heart;—mine already weakened by grief 

and apprehension^ coiilj not ,\vi!hstand it. 
A sudden burst of tears alone swciJ m 3 from 
fainting. The poor sailors \vcre sO distract¬ 
ed, that many of them could scarcely be res¬ 
trained from jumping over board to escape 

ir 

shivery;—sometimes crying for their wages, 
and asking the Officers to pay thetn; who 
incapable of alfording any consolation, walked 
about like men bereft of reason: no wonder, 
since this fatal event would, to say the least, 
occasion them the loss of twelve month’s pay, 
exclusive of tiieir private ventures. 

We were immediately ordered on shore, 
together with the carpenter and ship’s stew¬ 
ard;—we demanded our baggage, but in 
vain; at length having represented the ne¬ 
cessity of a change of lined, a person was 
sent down with me, in whose presence I 
put up a few common things, in a handker¬ 
chief, not being allowed to take any thinj^. 
of value; but having laid out a silk gowh 

the day before, to put on in case 1 went 
• ^ 

ashore 



ftshore, I begged liard for that, and ob¬ 
tained it; though my husband was not suf¬ 
fered to take a sccon^ coat, or even to 
change that he had on. Our beds were 
likewise refused, Jest they should contain 
valuables; and upon deck the bundle was 
again examined in search of hidden trea¬ 
sure,-but fi'uling nothing, they, contrary 

♦ 

to my expeclaHons, searched no further; but 
permitted us to leave the vessel unmolested; 
except that ll’.ey bad the cruelty to toss «eve*‘ 
ral half extinguished Blue lights into the 
boat, the smoke of which, from the rancid 
,oil, and abosuiaabie rags used in Ihejr com¬ 
position, almost stilled me.-At this time 

it rained hard, and continued to do^ so the 
whole day, which forced me to cretp under 

the shelter of a kind of half deck, where I 
sat, bent double, for two long long hours, 
and then a remarkably high surf, prevent¬ 
ing large boats from lauding,—we had no 

remedy but to go into a canoe, 8ca.rce- 
Jy ^bigger than a butcher^s tray, half full 

^ water>-so ^bat we reached the 

ibprc dnppii'l? wet—-Compare this ac- 

hmi with the many chearful and 'flatter- 
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ing; conversations we have held together 
00 the subject of loy arrival in India, 
\Ybat a striking difference 1 li is true we 

* n, 

were in the hands of the natives ; but lit¬ 
tle did I imagine that, any power on this 
Continent, however independent, would have 
dared to treat English subjects with such 
cruelty, as we experienced from thein, 

As if to aggravate our miseries by every 
species of insult, they compelled us to walk 
above a mile thro' a heavy sand, surrounded 
by all the mob of Calicut, who seemed to 
take pleasure in beholding the distress of 
white people, those constant objects of their 
envy and detestation.—we had pro¬ 
ceeded about half way, our Guards detained 
us nearly an hour, in an open Sejuare, 
the Governor's pleasure should be known. 

He sat all the while smoking his Hooka, 
and looking down upon us; when haying 
sufficiently feasted his eyes, h,e ordered us to. 
be taken* to the English, Pactnry—^Ho# I 
dragged on my weary aching limbs, I know 
not. The rain still poured and as we went, 

V 
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a M who had deiertcd from Madras^ and 
was then a sejjcant in Ilydcr’i service, see¬ 
ing a country-woman in such distress, of¬ 
fered to procufe me ai^ umbrella, but could 
not prevail on the barbarians to stop, while 
he ran for it, though he was their oflicer. 
1 thanked the poor lad for his kind intention 
and Mr Fay insisted that I should lake his liat^ 
while he walked on bare-headed to the place 

of our confinement.-But here J cannot des¬ 

cribe the horror which seized me on find¬ 
ing, we were totally in the power of wrcUh- 
esj who, for aught 1 knew, intended (o strip 

and murder us: why else were we scut to .m 

* 

empty house?—not a single chair to /it on, 
or any other bed than tfie floor. These 
were my heart-breaking reflections, as I 
tlircw myself in despair on a window seat, 
worn out with fatigue and want of nourish¬ 
ment ; without means of procuring even a 
draught of water to assuage my thirst, which 
grew excessive; for the ofier of a bribe would 
ligve been dangerous. 


In 



In this miserable condition we remained 
till two o’clock, when Mr. Passavant having 
heard of our misfortune, sent us a dinner; 
but his messenger had very ^reat difficulty 
ill obtaining admittance, with even this tem¬ 
porary relief. From him we leArnt that, 

* 

the other passengers were hitherto uncon¬ 
fined, butjexpected every moment to be made 
prisoners. After jMr. Fay had dined, (for 
iny anxiety continued so great, that exhausted 
as I was, I could not touch a morsel of 
wliat was brought) I besought him to look 
round for some place into which I might 
crawl, and lie down unseen by the Scapoys, 
that guarded us.. He was averse to this, lest 
they ’should imagine that we were seeking 

to escape, and make that a pretext for ill 
usage:—but perceiving that the sight of them 
prevented me from taking that repose, so 

necessary to recruit my poor worn out frame> 
he complied with my request, and having 
discovered a lumber-room leading out of Xhfi 
Veranda which surrounded the house, he 
assisted me into it-*Here with tay little 

V ^ 

tih 

bundle 



Ibunclle for a pillow^ 1 stretched myself oa 
the fioor^ amidst dirt and rubbishy and enjoyed a 
fine sleep of more than three^iours, when I awoke 
completely refreshed and entirely free front 
the dreadful tortures, which had racked me 

the whole night.-1 did not even feel any 

symptons of fever. 

Surprized and thankful for the change, 1 
joyfully went down to Mr. Pay, declaring 
that I would continue to make use of the 
lumber-room to sleep in, and as Mr. Passa- 
vant had, during my nap, sent me a rattan 
couch, tho* by the bye without either mat- 
tress, pillow, or musquito curtauvs, I was 
just going to have it conveyed there, when the 
place was found to be swarming with venom¬ 
ous reptiles; perhaps a hundred scorpions and 

centipedes-happily I slept too -soundly to 

feel them, and 1 remained unmolested; but 
kad I moved hand or foot, what might hav« 

keen the consequence! 

r • 

The next morning tu'e had a visit 
irom Mr. , less, it appeared, to condole 
us on such unexampled suffering, than 


to 
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to embrace the occasion 6f disjilayinj^ his 
own eloquence; for AVhich having a very 
itrong passion^ it was*no wonder, if he thought 
the misfortunes of others proper^ subjects to 
expatiate on. Mounting his rhetorical hobby¬ 
horse, the Orator harangued a long while, 
though to little purpose, endeavouring to 
turn our situation into ridicule;—ollcrcd 

to convey letters for us to Bengal;—• 
pretended to be in raptures with the 

tine view of flie Sea. iVoin our Veran-> 
da, which 1 hinted to him he might still have 
lime to admire at his leisure, though he af* 

fected to be certain of leaving Calicut in a 
few hours. At length he conciiided, by 
advising me to address a tender memorial 
t6. iiyder Ally, wliose general character for 

gallantry, would not admit of his refusing.* 
any request made by a fair Lady. This 
was wonderfully witty in the speaker's opi¬ 
nion, as you may - conceive, how fair the 
Lady in question looked. How a man 

could break a jest on a creature so bowed, 
down by affliction, I know not: but I on-., 
vy not his feelings. . 


1 
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I forgot to tell you that, the duel bvHween 
the Cfiptaitij and the Orator, was prevented by 
the guard, doubtless to, the regret of these 
heroes. It^ seems the day they went on 
shore, Ayres accompanied by another Crt[)- 
tain of a pretty similar description, named 
West, made Mr. Passavant a visit, to look 
at the strangers. Now as it was of the 
utmost importance, that they should remain 
undiscovered by sech dangerous j)coplc, and 
as their visitants, tliongli illiterate, were siit- 
ficieiitly acute, all perceived immediately the 
necessity of being guarded .'-—accordingly 
tliey, every one spoke French, and this, 
together with their long’ wide coats, and 
preposterous hats, which had just .then be¬ 
come fashionable in England, ctrectmdly 
shielded them from suspicion; when bcdiold, 
a sudden fit of Patriotism, aided by an irre- 
sistible fondness for cxliibition, rendered the 
groat Mr. H.-incapable of persever¬ 

ing in deception.—What’* exclaimed he, 

shall Englishmen harbour distrust of each 

" other I perish the ignoble ideal-- 

'' be the consequences what they may, 1 will 
** no longer restrain myself from embracing 

my 
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my beloved country-men.’* At the conclusl- 
on of this heroic speech, Suiting the ac- 
tioii to the words'* advancing tiicatrlcally, 
l.e grasped the hand of Ayres/ and shook 
it, with such violence as if he meant to do- 
liionstratc the excess of his joy and confi¬ 
dence, by dislocating the shoulder of bis 
pewl}'^ acquired friend. 


The most unreserved intimacy, immedi¬ 
ately took: place between these congenial 
(fouls, and it is asserted that unable to keep 

any secret from his bosom confidant, II- 

was really so mad, (I may say, so cruel) 
as absolutely to acknowledge the ship to be 
b:ngi4ish jjroperty. I could not have believed 
tlmt bis* folly and imprudence would carry 
him so far; thus much is, however, undoubtedly 

fact, that the man in the Spectacles is con- 

0 

slantly pointed out, as the author ai' every 

mischief which foJloAied..^-It is surprizing 

how often we find weakness and malignity 
united, or rather let us say, that providence 
has thus ordained itj for the benefit of man¬ 
kind. Probably the former induced H——to 
injure the phrty to which he had attached 
biinself:—the latter undoubtedly led him to 
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vi^H u.<i, for he could not. conceal his cvnlta- 
tion at the circumstance of our accidental 
capture in the Vessel, seeming to involve us 
exclusweij/ ill her fate. The unfeeling wretch 
availed himself of this to lay a scheme, that 
had it been adequately &econt(ed, must have 
brought on ouv destruction. 

Ayres was first prevailed on by large 
presentij to dissuade the Governor from 
confining thc7n, and that point gained, 
he pushed their interest forward thus, 

V These gentlemen’" said he, liave no coii- 
corn here of any kind; besides, as 

they are people of the highest con- 

r 

sequence, their detention would bring 
half India on our back, so take* my ad- 
vice and let them go."" Well, but 

rcjdies, Sudder Khan,’" what mu.sl, I do with 
my prisoners.?’' “ Oh keep them by all 
means” replies. Beelzebub, the man is 
a stout fellow, and after a little breaking 
in, will make a most excellent soldier: 
setid him and his wife up the country, 

there feed them on dry rice, he will soan 

be glad to enlist I warrant you. The 
chief of the other parly Mr. H. 


is 
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^ ft brother laivyer, eo ^on need not feftf/ 
" but he will be happy enough to get rid 
of him; indeed hft owned as much to me 
privately, and pledged his honour that, no 
'' ill consequence could possibly arise from the 
transaction;—the person in question not 
being of sufficient importance for the Eng- 
lish to reclaim him solemnly; especially 
as he came out without leave/' You will 
wonder how 1 came by all this informati¬ 
on ; have patience, you shall know in 
time." 


The Governor heard this argument calmly, 
promised fair, and acted so far agreeably 
to his professions that, while toe were close¬ 
ly confined and miserably situated> our wor¬ 
thy fellow passengers enjoyed full liberty to 
walk about, and amuse themselves as they 
pleased.—This procedure could not. fail to 
vex us excessively, though we were then 
ignorant of its real cause, and whenever 
we ventured to expostulate on our unreason¬ 
ably harsh treatment with Ayres or any 
other, who chanced to call, the only answer 

U 

■w© 
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could obtain was, with a shru^ of aifpcU 
ed compassion^ why did you stay on 

t 

board! nothing can be done for you now^ 
yon mus^ abide the event. ” These insinu¬ 
ations created fears, that a distinction would 
really ,be made in our eventual disposal, as 
much to our disadvantage, as the piesciit 
state of things, but wc had no remedy— 
all aventies to relief were closed. 

1 think 1 told you that, our watches wera 
concealed in my hair, being secured with 
pins to prevent them from going; one of the 
pins however came out, at the very time I 
was sfct on sho^e. ISfever shall I forget 

r 

what a terrible sensation the ticking of the 

r 

watch caused 1 J think had it continued 
long, I must completely have lost my sensesj 
for I dared not remove it, from a fear of 
Ivorse consequences; but happily .it stopp¬ 
ed of itself. When we were fixed in our 
prison Mr. Fay took these watches, (wa 
bad three you know) and all the money 
we hadpo\Ver to secure in chequins, which 
bre of easy conveyance (about twenty-five 

' i ^ - ■* 

pounds) and putting th^m into his glove, hid 
ihem in a snug place^ tts he thought, about the 

Verandah 



Verandah. The day after we were takeil 

prisoners^ a most dreadful hurricane of 

pain and wind came* in^ (it was the break* 

up of the monsoon) and lysxt morning 

we fuund <o our extreme grief, that the 

place where hir. Fay had concealed our trea- 

■ 

sure, to which alone we could look for the 
means of escape, was entirely blown down; 

and no vestige of our little property remain* 
Mr. Fay was in despair from tlic^ 
first; but after he had told me, I searched 
diligently all round, but in vain. At length 
it struck me, f,om the direction in which 
the wind blew, that if I could make ray way 
into an inclosure, at the hack of the house, it 
•possibly be found there. The sea- 

poys guarded the front, hut there being 

pnly one door backwards, they seldom took 

t^o tro'able of going round. 1 did not tell 
Mr. Fay of my scheme, as there wa^ 

nothing he opposed so strongly, as the ap¬ 
pearance of seeking to escape; but when he 

4 

was completely absorbed in . contemplating* 
this new misfortune, I stole to the back door. 
There was a large lock and key inside and 

U 9 
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to my iurprizo^ vrhcn 1 had turned thiiu. 
my pa 89 age was dear to the stairs^ leading, 
to the indosure; and ngt a soul in sight. 
The grass wab excessively high and wet^ 

C 

but I struggled to make my way through it 
and waded about^ determined at least not 
to leave an indi unexplored. Imagine my 
joy^ when in the midst of a deep tuft I 
found the old glove^ with all its contents 
safe^ and uflinjured. What a treasure it 
seemed 1 how many arc there who never felt 
•o*^ much true delight pn receiving a mag- 
Qi&cent fortune^ as we experienced in again 
l))ebo1ding this sheet anchor of our hopes^ thus 
ttgexpectedly restored. 

But alas! the little unlooked for lilierty 1 
had regained^ was too tempting not to be 
enjoyed again ; and a day or two afterwards 
as 1 was walking about in the grass^ 1 
espied a seapoy coming round. 1 was not 
certaiil lliat he saw me^ so 1 endeavoured 
Jto reach the house unobserved. At the mo« 
• ment I turned round to fasten the heavy 
door, he ran to it, pushing it against me^, 
iivith such violence that the large key which 
had unfortunately a very long shank, was 

by 
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by this meant ttmck directly against my 
right breast, and gave ine the most exern^ 
elating pain. . 1 fainted through excessive 
agony, and was with difficulty recovered. 
Much 1 fear the consequences of this acci** 
dent will embitter my future life. Having nq 
ether nurse than my poor husband, who wa« 
not only ignorant of what ought to be done« 
but totally without the necessaries for any 
kind of emollient applicatiqn,-^my case was 
truly distressing; so that even Ayres who 
chanced to call, expressed some concern fot 
jne, and sent plenty of milk which I 
psed as an embrocation with success. 1 he* 
lieve he punished the seapoy for his inso* 
lence,, but this could not repair the 
chief. * • 

At the very time when this painful variety 
took place in the cheerless monotony of our 
prison days, the cruel designers who had as* 
sisted in dooming us to this wretched abode^ 
fell completely intOK tl^e pit which they had 
digged for us.——The evening before|^yrei* 
P. and H.-—e, had called on n« toge¬ 

ther, the former was (according to his general, 
policy) endeavouring to discover whether we 
bad any concealed property; on which I ex-* 

claimed 
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datmed ** Captain Ayres how shoaM wfi 
** haye any thing left^ except the baggage ii\ 
*"* the vesseh which is of little valye ?. as the 
"! Arabs pillaged us to the utmost of their 
** power; we were altogether a set of poor 
" creatures when we came to Calicut; and 
you are well axyare we have received 
" nothing since.** “ Answer for yourself 

** Mrs. Fay** cried H.-e, for my 

own part I feel happy in saying, that, 

I am not poor, I have property, valuable 
property and shall not shrink from avowr 
iiig that I possess it.” I marked the cyo 
of Ayres during this bombastic speech, and 
havh since found, that 1 was npt deceived 
in its expression. 

« 

Sadder Khan induced by this and other, 
siiinilar stories, which tl^e passengers had t(jld 
qf theif^ own consequence, determined tp 
frighten them into the paypicnt of a larg^e 
sum of money. Accordingly next morning 
;^the iSth) he sent a large party of seapoys 
e to the Danish FactQi^j,* who peremptorily 
deipanded them as the Nabob’s prisoner^. 
3VIr-, Passavant at first refused, but oji 
thrfatpning to^ fire into bis house. 



luras constrained. to yield to. this oufraj^eoua 
violation of the most sacred lights, a id de¬ 
livered his guests ^ to slavery. Go.i forbid 
that I should, generally speaking, be capa¬ 
ble of rejoicing in the miseries of my fel¬ 
low creatures, even where they merit punish¬ 
ment, but 1 must own, (blame me if you 
will) that for a short time I dtd feci satis¬ 
faction in this stroke of relribulive justice^ 
in as far as regarded the Tullohs, and Hare, 
for the vile conduct of these people, a^d 
the malevolence of their dispositions, had 
steeled [my heart against (hem. 

It was certainly a curious sight to behold 
them, after all their airs of superiority reduc¬ 
ed to. take up their residence with us, whose 
situation, while singular, was the object of 
their ridicule and contempt. The scene 
was however now changed; although the^ 
like many others in the world, were able 
to support their neighbour's misfortunes wilh 
stoical tii'mness, and even render them a 
source of amusement, each readily discover- 
ed when periohally attacked by a similar 
calamity, that close imprisonment is by no 
means a proper subject on which to exercise 

wit, and that people when in distress art 

not 
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not precisely in the humour^ for re1i$hit)|f 
the pleasantry of others on their troubles. 
Tnlloh fortunately understood Moors, which is 
the general language among the military 
throughout In^ia;—by this means he got his 

trunks on shore the day after the seizure, 
and saved them from the violent storm, 
which came on next morning, wherein every 
one imagined the ship must have been wreck* 
ed. How we wished to see her drive on 
•bore! especially when Siidder Khan the Go* 
vernor who is Hyder’s brother-in-law, was 
seen walking about in great perturbati¬ 
on on the beach anxiously watching the ves¬ 
sel, praying to Mahomet, and from time to 
time, casting up the sand towaids Hea¬ 
ven with earnest invocation and entteaties, 
that she might be spared, as a present to 
the great Hyder; very probably fearing 
that some blame might attach to him in 
case she were lost. 

As it happened, however, all things went 
wrong for us—The cabin and steerage where 
«our trunks bad been placed were soon filled 
with water, and every thing, such a books, 
wearing apparel, beds, with laces, buckles-rings 
was either stolen^ or totaUy spoiled. 

There 
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These laUer I might havo saved, ivheil ^ 
were. brought on shore, but unfortunately 
fh<* trunk* which cojptained my clothes, wks 
jnst without the cabin-door, and t\Vo^ of 
the wretches who watched us sat on it, so 
that I could not remove an article. This 
disaster left us nothing except our lives to 
be anxious about—why do I say anxious! 
since life jtself on the terms ive held it, 

was hardly worth preserving. The other 
passengei's baggage was injured but not like 
ouv’s; for we, not being ifavorites, had 
been forced to keep our packages at hand> 
during the voyage, as we had no one to 
get them up when wanted, whereas the 
rest had theirs stowed away in the hold 
and cons'cqucntly little damage bcfel them. 

Many ships perished in this terrible hurri* 
cane. The St. Helena which left Mocha 
a week after us, met with it, and suffered 
so much that the was forced to put into 
Cochin, (a Dutch settlement in Latitude 10) 
with the loss of her masts; and so 
greatly shattered besides, aft to be eoni* 

W 

polled 
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f)e1Ied to undergo a thorough repair— tf, 
this happened to a fine nevr vessel/ one 
of the best sailors in .India^ uhat must 
iaiMflbecome^ of us, had we continued five 
days longer at Sea?——badly found in all 
respects, and worse manned; not half peo¬ 
ple ebottgh to work the ship properly, 
even in' good weather, was not this ano¬ 
ther hairs breadth escape think you, though 
by a dreadful alternative ? The ways of 
providence arc inscrutable! But to revert 
to my main subject,—glad shall I be when 
it is concluded; for I detCst matter of fact 
writing, alm6st as much as matter of fact 
Conversation:—yet this story must bo told 
in my own way, or not at ail. 

-I ' 

When the gale ceased, the whole cargos 
Was landed and deposited in the Gover- 
not's warehouses, where he caused the 
Gentlemen^ baggage to be opened, and 
like a child pleased with gewgaws, every 
diticle . which struck his eye, was instantly 

Condemned as his. booty. . Poor Harc’a 
trunks were stufied with knickknacks like a 
iff Pedlar’s box; judge then what agonies he 

appeared 
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jiippoared when the fatal moment of eapt 
^miuatioii approached, lest they should be- 
come, es might he expected, objects of de¬ 
sire to the Governor.—Not a * single tooth 
pick case, knife, or knee-buckle was produ¬ 
ced, but what he declared had been re¬ 
ceived as a pledge of friendship from dif¬ 

ferent relations; parents, brothers, sisters, 
^nale and female, cousins, to the utmost 
verge of propinquity, ail put in their claims 

with success. Tullqb serving as interpreter, 
until he was perfectly weary of the office; 
ashamed of pleading such trifling causes, anti 
pnly deterred from throwing up his post,, 

by the earnest entreaties "of Hare, who con- 
tinned stamping, exclaiming and fretting, as 
if his life depended on the issue. At 
last a small paper * bundle fell into tho 

searcher’s hands, he then became outrageous. 

For Heaven’s sake, cried he, my dear 
'' friend, (almost breathless with apprehension) 
^/Oh for Heaven’s sake endeavour to pre- 
serve </us parcel^ for me; ahtould it betalteil 
I am an undone man, for I shall njeve^ 


be 
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ff^he able to replace tbe contents; let tbem 
take roy clothes^ my Law books, every 
thing, except my music books—^alLthat 1 
can yield Sit’Uhout a sigh**. Tulloh imagin-r 

s » • 

ipg the contents must be of immense value to. 

, , i 

bim from bis extreme agitation, earnestly 
interceded for the parcel; hut obtained it 
Vtith great difficulty, as curiosity and avarice 
were awakened by perceiving the convulsive 
eagerness with which the owner petitioned 
for it—The former was soon gratified a«id 
•the latter consoled; for Hare tearing opci^ 

• ‘ i. ; 

the parcel discovered to the astonished spec* 
tutors neither more, nor lcs3, tlvan an cx- 

.»» . i • ' i ; * • 

Quisitc assortiaeat ^ of Ylnetiap^ ^fiddle 

STRINGS! I 5ot, ah! di*'e misclmnce! the 
remorseless waves, (which are neither resnee- 

» •* 1 <« k 1 , 

* ,s >•*♦**% • 

tors of person^ or things) had pervaded tlii^ 
invaluable treasure an(][ rendered it wholly 
useless; and to complete his misery the next 
thing that presented itself to the sad owner*s 
eyes, ^a« a most expensive and finely toned 
Tenor ' violin, purchased nt Venice, and for 

which the precibus strings were intended,— 

* • ' * * 

broken' alMo pieces I 1 leave'yoil to form 
j|ny ideas yo.ii may think proper on the sub* 
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ject of that extravagant lorrow^' such ' 
character was likely to exhibit—and pais on 
to macUers more interesting. 

TIic general introductory letter which, as 

< 

ypu may recpllect, Mr. Ifranco gave us at 

Leghorn, had remained in Mr. P- 

pocket book from that time, Uill we reached 
(^alicut, yVe had been told that Isaac, the 
Jewish merchant, who agreed to freight 
the Nathalia, and received £ 700 as ear¬ 
nest on that account, was immensely rich, 
apd had great credit with Government, of 
which he held several large contracts for 
■ building ships &c. besides being a great 
favourite with Sudde?^ Khan. Every one al¬ 
so, even Ayres, spoke highly of his general 

character. But our introduction to Mr, 

• . • * * 

Baldwin had been productive of, or at least 
connected with so many misfortunes, that 
my aanhdcnce was lost, and I dreaded mak¬ 
ing further applications, lest similar even^jj, 

should ensue. This was v^ry foolish reason- 
^ " * 
ing you will say, and 1 am ready to ac¬ 
knowledge it, the only excusfe to be made is, 
^hat my mind Wat weakened by calamity. 

However 
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Jlowever after Talloh and the rest of thoi&q 
j/cople joined ns, om* situation became, if 
possible, still more distressiifu and we auxi- 

I 

ously sought every practicable mode of re¬ 
lief. Mr. F-tlierefore petitioned the 

Governor for leave to go out under a 
guard, which being granted, he immediately 
delivered his letter to Isaac, who seemed 
highly gratified at hearing from Mr. Franco 
whom he had personally known at Con- 
ilantinople, when they were both young 

men, above sixfj^ years ago: for Isaac is 
also considerably turned of eighty, and 
like him, enjoys full p)»se88ion of his facul¬ 
ties,’ both bodily and mental, being equally 
remarkable for temperance and sobriety,* lilr. 
F.-could not speak to our strangely acquir¬ 

ed friend except by an interpreter; so that 
110 confidential coir/ersalion could lake place. 
He was apparently touched with pity for 
our sufiering?, , especially on hcaiing ^how 
much 1 was afflicted with illness, My spirits 

t c 

were raised by the account my husband gave 
of his visit, and soon after his favourable 
report was confirmed, by my receiving a 

present brought to the Factory, by a ser¬ 
vant 
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vant, belonging to the benevolent .few, and 
which ill our situation was truly valuable, 

consisting of a catty of fine tea, a tea-pot, 
and a tea-kettle. Although , these things 
were expressly sent to me, yet Mrs. TTulIoh 
and her party seized the last mentioned ar¬ 
ticle, and forcibly kept it; so that I was 

forced to make my lea, by boiling it in my 
tea-pot. Ah my dear sister, I this 

time ill enough to be laid up' on a sick 

bed, and carefully nursed, yet was I thank¬ 
ful for such food as I should Once have loathed, 
and I still continued to lie on my rattan couch, 
without a pillow or any covering except 
clothes;' and surmii'^dH hy people whij.ra 
my very* heart sickened to behold. 

I will here by ivay of rchixation tiMnscrihc 
a few passages from my Journal, ns no¬ 
thing happened for some time worthy of a par¬ 
ticular recital; reserving to myiself, however, 
the option of resuming the narrative style, 

whenever 1 shall deem it necessary. 

14th November, 1779. 

, * , 

Mr. P-was sent for, this morning, to the 

Governor, who asked him W'hat he wanted^ 

ha 
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•* 

he replied^ Libert^: --there was no observa¬ 

tion made on this answer, nor can we conceive 
irvhat Sudder Rhan can mean by the detenti¬ 
on of so many persons, who never bore 

iarms. They* gave Mr. Tulloh 30 rupees 

• 

for our support. AJl we are able to procure 
is tough, lean, old bcef,^ goat’s flesh, and a 
not unpleasant rice cake, but too sweet to 
be palatable with meat; we preserve either 
'with difficulty from our perpetual visitors 
the crows, having no cup-board or place to 
put our victuals in.—Of all existing creatures 
crows are surely the most voracious, and the 
most persevering—I have seen one with his 
eye fixed for a full half hour on a person, 
and the instant that person’s eye was avert¬ 
ed, pounce on the bread, or whatever had 
been prepared and bear away the prize. 

Mom.-Ayres is remarkably like these 

crows, he has exactly their thievish expres¬ 
sion of countenance, and the form of hi^ 
head resembles theif’s. 

15th Noyemuer, 1779. 

The Gentlemen waited all day at the Go- 
Ydtnor'l house, being promised their baggage, 

but 
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but he thought proper to disappoint the 
received 10 rupees subsisten^^ money. 

ISth Novembeh. 

A most impudent message brought frilm 
iho Governor, requiring all the gentlemea 
to enteiv. into, the Nabob’s service; vvliicli 
they unanimously refused, with every mark 
of contempt, and were in consequence order¬ 
ed to be more closely confined-One of 

]Vfr. p-^- *9 trunks brought on shore 

containing wearing apparel, and, law books^ 
probably much damaged, ^et certainly valu« 

able to him? as he has none remain!ng< 
Made application for it but without success. 
Tullbh^ fgeeived. 20, rupees. 

SOth November. 

Received notice to prepare immediately to 
set off for Sferingapatnam, a large City about 
three hundred miles, distant, where Hyder 
Ally usually resides—How can 1 support this 

journey over the mountains 1—^Mr. F .. . 

is about drawing up a petitionii representing^ 

tljie bad state of my healtlb e^l^ea^tig 

X 


permission. 
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p^Erolssidft for me to*proceed to Cochin. 

\ 

We hope to prevail on Isaac to present it, 

. ^ 21 ST November. 

Discover that the journey to Scrin^patnam 

I 

was merely a vile plot of the Governor’s to 
put ns off our guard, and thereby gain poss¬ 
ession of what property had hitlierto been 
concealed; thank God this feint miscarried. 

A Tetter reached us from Mr. O’Donnell, 
stating the arrival of the St. Helena at Co¬ 
chin. lie larncats our misfortune and pro- 
to take such metbods as shall enmpel 
.th.e Nabob lo do us speedy and eQectiial 
justice, ijcttvcn speed his endeavours; this 

life is horrible, 

22d November. 

The gentleman waited five hours at the Go- 
veriiojr*s for their cflects, but returned without 
them. He takes evident satisfaction in seeing 
them like slaves attendant on his nod --^Fivc 
ships supposed to be English passed in 
iront of our prison. How pccularly distresa- 
#g; ^dld t feel this sight! . 


230 
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Hi'S. Tulloh being taken ill of a fever, a{>« 
plication was tnadb to the Governor for 

medicines; but this happening to' be a high 

festival, he, like the Pharisees in Scripture; 

refused to profane it by doing good—— 

Should the woman die in the iiUcvim what 
% 

fcares he ? 

''■1 

21th November, 17T9i, ; 
This morning got some medicines from the 
ship's chest—many flying, reports of hostile 
ties having actually commenced between Hy* 
der Ally, and the English-^—should this really* 
. prove true, our fate will be sealed far 
life. Cattle did 1 think when pleading th«‘ 

cause of the Chevalier de St. Lubin at 
Moeba, that he had been raising a storm 

\Vhose elfects would so materially involvo uS 
Mem.—The lady is well again. 

28th NoVBMkER, 1779, * 
It 18 now certain that the Nayhirs havl^ 
laid siege to Telliclierry; 0 settlement .sidf 
our*s about a degree to .tl^ 

X 2 
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• [ ffi 1 

levtn milA nearct lie* Mahey nhicli tn< 
t'jT^nch heldj \Ve took it from them iii 
March last; but not finding it worth keep¬ 
ing, have sincn evitcuated it, after dismantling 
the fortifications. 


29rH November, 1779. 
Sadder Khan is about to March a thousand 
troops into Mahey, under pretence of resum¬ 
ing it in the Nabob's name, but every one 
guesses this to be merely a feint to Cover 
his real intentions of privately assisting the 

Nayhirs;—should they succeed in their sttack, 
Hyder will then throw o(f the mask and 

declare war; but if the English conquer, he 
will disavow the whole affair. 

30th November. 

1 have now a lamentable tale to relate. We 
were this morning hurried away at a mo¬ 
ments warning to the fort, End croudcd toge¬ 
ther in a horrid dark place scarcely twenty 

* feet square, swarming with rats, and al- 
thdst sulibcating for want of air.. Mr and 
Mis* Tidloh lecured a small room to them- 

* eelvet 
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k^lVe#; ibnt my Imfib&ncl tfud I, db%- 

to pass the night amofig onr companions 
in misery.—rdts conttnnaHy gnawing the feet 
of my conchy whose perpetual sqtteaking would' 
iiave prevented slcep^ had our harfassing^ 
reflections permitted as to conrt its' approach^ 

1st December^ 1779. 

Luckily discovered a trap-door, which led to 
some rooms^ or rather lofts, where iio hii-< 
man foot had trod for many many years; 
These had been tho store rooms of Angria 
the Pirate, and they certainly contain " a 
remnant of all things’^—Brcdien chairs— 

'tables—looking-glasses-—books, ev(in a spin- 

net was.amoiiij, tiie articles, but beyond all^ 
repair, and vast quantities of broken bottles, 
which bad been filled with liquors of all 
kinds: but the rats in their gambols had 
made havoc among them. k^-Femember when 
1 should have shuddered at the thoughts of 
sleeping in such a wretched place; bdt now 
privacy gave it irresistible charms ; so havict|^/ 

with difficulty obtained leave* occa|^ ' 
we exerts every fterye fto .get ii spot 

'before dark, for my coach; likewise 
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•o to arrange some bolt* oi canvu wbi&h 
were among the spoils^ as to form a sort 

of mattress for Mr. P-J- ; here w« 

lay down, «comparatiirely huppy in tho 
hope of enjoying a tolerable nights rest; 
my husband being provided nilii a long pule 
to keep oil* the rats; but surely never wcie 
poor mortals so coinplcteiy disappoiiucd utid 
fbr my own part 1 may add, tciiiiiccl.- 

No sooner was the light extinguished, than 
We heard a Haltering noise, aliended at 
intervals with squeaking—by degrees it ap* 
preached the beds, and we felt tnat 6cvt.ral 
creatures were hovering over us, but of what 
clescnplion we were totally ignorant—sioiie- 
times their wings swept our laccs, ^eemaig 
to fly heavily—*-tUen again they wouid remove 
farther off*, but still continued squcMcing.—* 

Good God! what horrors 1 felt. Mr. F-- 

protested that whole legions of evil spirits 
had taken possession of our apartment, and 
were determined" to expel the intruders. 
The rats also acted their part in the Come- 

i 

dy ; every new and * then jumping towards 
the l)eds, as we could hear however Mr* 

P. 
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y—i—thew occasions laid about hf^ 
atoiitly with his pole, and thus kept them at 
bay; but our winged adversaries were ndt 

so easily foiled-they persisted in their 

assaults 'till day-break, when what should we 
find had caused all this disturbance, but a 

parcel of poor harmless bats ! whose ** anei* 
ent solitary reigu wc had molested.” To 
any one . accustomed to see or hear these 
creatures our terror must appear ridiculous, 
but to me who had never chanced to meet 

t 

with any such, the idea never occurred, 
nor did even IMr. Fay suggest any proba¬ 
ble or natural cause of alarm. We cannot 
help laughing very heartily at it ourselves 
now, and you are at full liberty to do the 
^aina. 

2n PaC£MBEB. 

•t ' . 

Ayres caUed to tell us that two phips of 
the line, and a frigate had just passed tpitards 
Tellicherry.--’—We 8 h|U' soon liear news 
from thence; Oh! that U^may change o^r 
hard destiny I—The Qovc.rnor marched^ at 
the head . 9 I his Troops, towards ;TeIU- 
fherry. 

IQ)P|i 



10th DfiCSilBEB. 

* 

AfKplicBtion was made thia morning to the 
lieutenant Governor by Mr. Isaac, who, 
1 am now eonviticed is our warm friend, 

representing that this air disagreeing with 
me I requested permission to remove to Coch« 

in, and that my husband, on account of my 

extreme ill health, might accompany me. 

He promised to consult Sudder Kimn upon 

it. The Queliadar or Governor of the Port, 

* 

spent some time with us this morning ;—he 
is a fine old man, with a long red beard, 
and has altogether a most interesting appear¬ 
ance:—and here 1 may as well give a short 
description of this place. 

* ' 

Client then, is situated on the coast of 
Malaba^in 11* north latitude and 75* east 
loogpttide. It was formerly a veiy consider- 
ablo town governed by a Zamorin, who also^ 
,the atyoinitig country ; but has been 
imme years in the possession of Il^der ally, 

of whom you must have heard on occasion 
'WitK the En^lah in 1770. lltey 
<SefiU&ljr har& pit an end to the reign ^ 
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bt ibbi Ustti^r^ had • ht iiot <dilc6fvl;r«d 00 
i/iod of influencing tlie j^Hnctpal {imdni il^'^ 
ponr^r^ in consccittcnce of which hd' ubtain« 
cd a pcacCj much mdl^ boijoUfable and ad** 
vantageous to litidself than to those wbo 
granted it. Having acquired by Ins ge¬ 
nius and intrepidity every ' thing that' 

|p 

enjoys, he makes hi^ name both feared antt 
respected; so that nobody chooses to quarret 
nith hint. 1 have indeed hear^ a compari^ 
son drawn between him and the King of 
Prussia, though 1 think much to the disad* 

T 

vantage of the latter; as supposing their 
natural abilities to be equid,—^the great 
Frederick ought infinite^ surpass a mait 
who can neither write nor rcadj which la 
the case' with llyder. The lawful Prlncd 
of the country of which he has usurped thd Qhd 
vernment is held by him iiv aetual cdnftwemdht| 
though with' every outhrard< shew of rksbekt^ 
by which means he pretentn tlio>^poqifle^ fredft 
rising, lest their le^timato sovere%ti(o ihouid 
fUl a saarifiee^to bis resentmehii' 

^ i * * \ tj p ^ 

T|ie fort oqit IlM0 lifCft 0 0tt0ii 

place, bat 

Y 
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this. thkik* * «nd th«y imoUttl 

wducppd^^t 

for fus ; as Ayres told the Go¬ 
vernor h was not^ wQi:|,|i while to keep a 

* * * 

iitthdred seajfoys >¥jaifhing us, when they were 
wanted elsewhere and that ,the fort was 

m ft t 

quite good eqough for us to live in;- 

’ * t 

these ^arguments prevailed and here we were 

y > 

sent. When 1 first arrived 1 was so ex- 

. * * 

Iremely ill, as to be scarcely sensible of what pass* 

ed fpr jome Ijoprs; bpt 1 remember H - - 

burst into a violent flood of, tears, declat ing 
liiat we were all doomed to deatli by our repio- 
Val to this wretched spot, which being complete* 

t ^ i 

|y su^rouqded by, 8 ^goaiit water, could not 
|bil to produce some of tliose disorders 
so fatal to Europeans. We have dot how- 
over hjitberto expeuenced any complaint. Tli^ 
,W0 sleep in is iudeed disgusting be- 
^qd^bielief, «nd the Queliadar, 1 suppose at 
Ilia * Boggestson of ' Ayres, has ordered'the 
of the two wdysMOf entrantej that dis- 
Wered by Mr.<F^——to fee 'bloeked' up; so 
^tbat there is nb way left but by means of a 

4''^erpedAiiiiIar'iiilrec- 
' il V'rofe By whlcli' to' 'hdi<( or 
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rte8C^d,?^bttt** cvfen V'aMniaiidb^ % 
have -giFehti'di|lGalty>to veaeliothe:; boltoHii ..tr 
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h ; MT^; PE^]^M^Eiii 

Peremptorily ordered 

journey to Serii)gajuitni|ii|i. :;the,; Goye^t 

■' ^ 

nor’s deaire delivered, ^p ijayen^rif of ouy 
^ossea: he promisef full r^iitmjop, 'byit hay 
$:iven no ^niwer to, my ^ request. I, am, fol| 
of solicitude on this subject; liu^ 
submit to any thing rather than remain in 
thrs vrfetchbd place. 


. ?’ 
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IIEth 0£CEi^BER, 1779. , 

IVIr, F—f—-waited twice on the .Lieut, Go^ 
vernor H^ut without. eflfet^t. What ^u Im 




piean by thus trifling, us^ 

wanton exercise $ of ,»> or injtendl^ 

bide some dark desigp?, fj^esa; peypabml pfur- 
misea,, distract^ me^ 

IM yiipees fM ■. pay<^ 

«»{ieeial epre mk 
single, j^iipee; lybat vycetfbei^ 



timr 

<1 I^ifi seal 4br <>by4 the Ouvefnop, 

l^Q'ttold hini> tlmltwe mif^ht bo^^hlivf per- 

fpiMion to gp to Cochin wlienever we thought 

• > 

proper; that he ^hrooltl furnish a boat and 
pay every incidental expense, besides making 
entire ^ satkfaotion fbr damages sustained,— 
Can 8^ this good *news be true? How sus- 
(ficiotts I grow? what a change from being 
credulona^yet where is the wonder after 
btlh^ M frequently deceived? 

14'rfl DECEMBan^ 1179^ 

I' i 

, l^repprations are going on briskly all day 
with our fellow paifongers, who are eager 
&r their departure, as well tl^yy may.* Every 
tiiing''whif;h was taken from them on shore, 
baa been this day restored, but those left in 
the ship are irrecoverable; of course we be- 
n.rfft 'ittbthlt/g bjr this restitution—Mr. P—— 

, eiilildiiclt Obtaiii' ouFfi^omised licerice to-day. 
•%^hcie delayl^-we^b down my spirils, and 
lbert$i(4e'all^tn)!l/oQiiiplamfB. I^have Milt much 
ilt'kay^dnretsbr** Oh tlHtt ^r, ^ will 

l^ova e shat'tiafe i gieat loii 

Taylor. 1 . 

iISP' '' 1®™ 



' The wi4' liieneh^ 

■* ■■ ■ '#<*'» ''■'■i'i* '.-«.* ;*’k-' * S' •■ ' 

under pretence Ur * buCnielei^ T adi^ed Mt. 

F-^to insist' eu l^mg ssemc^igCe& dis^^ 

ed, or in case of rcfmiaV by ^ aH meah%'lo 
declare litniself ready ta accomjj^ny ^ 
others; for I sa^v iiiat snoutd th4^ 

once leave us^ it must then 'be Entirety *ill 

I ■ ' - -T. • ^ ^ ■ 5 ‘ / 

this fellow’s option^ Whether , we went tu]| 
or not« and who would not rather' iuh 
the risk of even ^(y/ng' of faligiiii^On. 

on the journey, than hazard remaiiim|Bp at 
the mercy of such wretches! I dfcad^ 'Itf^ ' 
this should be part of the pld plan of whidl 

' >' / ■•v,' 5 ; > j ;?jvv'. 

1 have since never hSKi^, apd 
forgottcfn it. It is, jnUCh ^easier to 
against two individuals, d^an a, whtddV 

' ■- ‘v ■'■ V r%- 

pany. 

5‘Bjacaifmini*->'■■- 


•M 7 , 

Ak ^ j 



The Doolies (a shabby , 

in whiell a v sill 

rfii' tmWeen: ’ . tn^raiii] 

about 
lOaire, 

caii^ ^ 

•.« • ■ * 







pisf j 

but pjeil^ hia 
wrt. to 

.‘‘“"SefO'**': it wa, 
to,trust such fellacio'us prombes. On mv 

' ^■•- f*--- -tfi aar»u9 

tfSS.Jstaf-tlip'd I ,lw«l. b^^fore poin^ ont, bi^ 
“y »<•»'“ ww despiged. At nine' ip the 
*Tf**V?? party commenced their joiirhey, 
iMvini^ firrt stripped thp place of provisions 
‘•‘‘("S' **“' "'•licit having beep 
boiigWt but of the' g^nerpi purse” we had 
an Undoubted ri^t to' simre. Thby even 
t'^ kettlerbW' luckily the man who 
Jftd'it' in ' ^aige for^t’’ if amidst the hurryp’ 
df'^deitartiife.. by wliicfi means I recovered 
!C My hbart 'sunk'’ within me at - seeing^ 
abW qbit the' fort,' hot' from motives of 
pbrtonai esteem or regret you may suppose, 
for it fiW^vsBlipostihle to grieve for the loss 

^e.pwted with 
'^&i?'?Sh ,ipdi%^^p^e, 9», a^plpt* strppgei? j: 

%II^FfJ#<,.in ,,.in^fprt5V>i. 

nshtte «f;hV|^„,;ih<|!^y^|r 

agitation 



night.- < 


r. 


«.',- *y. </" ?, 


Rose in , entreme antxiety 
from boing diminiilie4^% a 
tbe Govfernori , ordering I Mr.-^..F -'g - '■ 
to attend - him Hili the^ eimting;; ^neco^dingly 
at four < o'clock ?he «sat out^- > and * as 1'. fe& 
extremely ill, the cei’tain >; coii8eq[ueuo^ \ 
fretting and want of rest, 1 lay down^ aikt 
%ad {list sunk into a^'^ddze, Vl^n iiiy 'poor 
husband HfeW into tH^'^'robitt’ like a ' niadniaW 
uttering a llioiltiahd ’" extiiiva'^y ' 

Starling Up ih iieVr and ‘ indescribable tei^bf, 
and ^wringing my haudl, bagged- oaly" to 
know what had'hap^peUed; tfapj^cned! erf-* 
cd he" why We’ii*ebcfttiyed/‘'r^^^ 

'^ly undone;' yoUuiUkliaveibis 


'*\y, or you may be made a 

“ for ever/'*' ^ Where are' #c'tolgS'f'i 
turally askt4i h I iho , 

' .i . '.? ’..,.v. ..4-1''V _ t r-v ■ ^ 
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I kmyt m 0 t 0 but Mr. F- ^actnalljr 
carried me in hip arms down that almost per¬ 
pendicular ladder which I. have described and 
plac^ me on a kind of bier: 1 was in tbit 

c. 

manner conveyed to my former habitation— 
I opened my eyes and became for a few 
moments sensible of the motion, but soon 
fainted again, and cid not recover Uill f 
found myself once more entering the Eng¬ 
lish Factory as a prisoner. 


1 now inquired, what was the cause of this 
change in our abode i and learnt that Mr, F—r- 
being refused leave to d epart, had become so 
exasperated as wholly to lose all self-command; 
and rushing up to ’ the musnud (throne) of 
the Lieutenant' Governor had actually siezed 
him, peremptorily insisting on the immediate 
fuUilment of his promise. Such conduct 
,inight have been expected to bring down 
mstant destruction; but fortunately every 
one present was persuaded that grief and 
vexation had literally turned his brain; and 
they jare not only much terrihed at every 
ppecie^. of madness, but from their religious 
prejudices^ ^ regard the fuSerers under these 
complaints with a supeivtitious awe. 

1 " t 

Swayed 
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Swayed by these mingled emotions the wicked 
Governor condesscended to teOiporize with my 
husband, acknowledgihg'that he had no potnei* 
to release us without the NaboVa order which 
in consideration of my ill health he would 
endeavour to procure; and to pacify him 
further, he permitted our return to tl^is place^ 
where w'e are certainly in every respect more 
comfortably situated. But these concession^ 
went liitle towards allaying that fever of 
passion, which his continual and cruel delays 
had excited; thence arose the alarm I ex¬ 
perienced and which fer a time so materi¬ 
ally ahected my health. 

\ J9th 1779, 

Received five rupees subsistence money 
which we were informed were the last we 
should ever have. 1 cannot conceive what 
they mean to do with us or what will bjfi^ 
our fate at last. 

21st Decs AiBfiR, 1779.' 
Tlie Governor sent for Mr. F< 
offer him a commission in tha Nabob'a ser* 

Z 



Tice ^nd on bis absolute refusal, SAVore tliat 
Jie X0i^ht subsist how liC' could; that lii» 
linastera money should nd lonj^er be laA'ished 
<)n idlers, Ihon in a rage ordered Palanquins 
you shall go to Seringapatnam’* said he “ they 
** Avill soon leach yon better manners there’* 
]\Jf. F--joyfully acquiesed in this man¬ 

date,—we provided necessaries for our joinv 
ney which Avas iixed for the 2ith; but the 
oilier hnew better tliau to keep his AA^ord, so 
this like all our former views, and expecta¬ 
tion* of liberty enda in smoke, shall I say ? ’ 

SGxii DECEMfira, ITTfl. 

’ A very mc]ancii(dy Christnias-day passed 
yesterday. My dear friends little imagined 
they were^rinking the health of a poor pri¬ 
soner, (for* I know you did not forget us) 
neither were avo forgotten here, if empty 
(Complimer\ts can be styled remembrance. 
All the Europeans and several of tlie na¬ 
tives attended our Lcatc. But alas! what 
yelief can mere ceremonious visits af¬ 
ford to misfortune I say rather that aided 
hy reeolhekid/tiny such shadowy comforts add keen* 
ifiesi to aibictions sting. 1 feel my mind in- 
\ sensibly 



sensibly raised whenever I attempt to expatn 
ate on any subject which tends to revive tb« 

ideas of our separation. Even now 1 tread 

• 

forbidden ground; for your sajces as well as 
my own, let me hasten to escape by skipping 
over this dangerous season of Christmas. X 
therefore pass on. 

iOm JanUxIry, 1780. 

The little money saved was nearly expend* 
ed, and we must soon have been reduced 
to our last mite had not providence sent tii 
relief from a quarter little dreamed of. Mr. —*• 
wrote al)out a week ago to Mr. Churchy 
C/overnor of Teilicherry inclosing a memorial 
of oui\case, which he requested might b« 
translated into the language of^he country 
and proper methods used for its safe delivery to 
Hyder Ally himself. This morning brought 
ill reply, a most generous humane letter froni 
Mr. Church; which, after acknowledging 
himself honoured by our application, and 
promising bis utmost concurrence in eve¬ 
ry measure we may think necessary, con- 
clufics thus my heart bleeds for your 

Z 2 
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'^distI'e8ses^ ind thoie of Mrs. F shd- 

'' in particular must have suffered greatly. I 
have taken the liberty *to accompany this 
''letter by an ^ order for two hundred rupees 
" to serve present occasions: Any sum you may 
"in future require a line to me shall always 
" command it, as I know the difficulty of pro- 
" curing remittances where you are. English- 
" men ought to feel for each other ; we are 
" not without our share of troubles /ie?'e: and 
" I verily believe Hyder is at the buttom of 
" all."' Now pray does not this letter deserve 
more than 1 have said of it! just thus 
would my dear father have treated a dis¬ 
tressed countryman-Methinks I see his 

benevolent heart venting itself in tears of 
sympathythe recital. Precious tears! 
why am 1 not permitted to mingle mine with 
them! for they will flow in spite of my en-* 
deavours to restrain their course. 

IIth January. 

Having now money to bribe with, we 
began to think of attempting an escape ; for 
besides the silence observed on the fate of 
our companions, though near a month *has 

cladsed 
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elapsed since their departure, we lire in 
continual drod of being forced up the coun¬ 
try and perhaps massacred there; Every one 
who leaves this place must firsj, obtain per¬ 
mission from the Governor, hut as those 
passes only mention generally so vAamj peo¬ 
ple and arc granted indiscriminately to who¬ 
ever applies for them, provided they be not 
suspected persons, one may easily be pro¬ 
cured under feigned pretences (it is a mat¬ 
ter frequently done.) A Fr’.ar belonging to 
the Portuguese convent, visually manages these 
alfairs when properly ins.lructe.d. Tills in¬ 
formation wc have from a Native Porluguese 
named Pereira, an off.cet in Kyder’s ser¬ 
vice, wiih whom 5Ir. P-commenc¬ 

ed an intimacy while wo were fj^thc Fort, 

end who is now' fjuailcrod here at his epeci- 
al request. Tho’ 1 must confess I cannot like this 
man, yet arn I obliged to trust him The 
visits we receive from Ayres are terrible tri¬ 
als to one who loathes dissimulutiun as I 
do. This wretch has once or twice menti¬ 
oned a cow that annoyed hhn by entering 
the little garden, or paddock, in which it 


‘. ap- 
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appears his house is placed; this mornings 
he entered the factory with his scymitar 
. in his hand unsheathed; and bloody, and 
with an expi^ession of diabolical joy informed 
me that he had jrtst caught the animal enter¬ 
ing and being armed had completely chined 
her. You cannot imagine said he, how 

sweell^ tlic sword did the business; iny ve¬ 
ry heart shuddered with liorror and indigna¬ 
tion, yet dared 1 not give vent to those 
feelings. I doubt not he would murder me 
with as much pleasure aS he killed the cow 
with; and have no reason to Suppose he 
would be punished for the act. 

t 

12rH January, 17SD. 

Some (j^rrel unknown to me has certain¬ 
ly taken place between Pereira and ^fr, 

p-.—the looks of the former alarm me: 

his dark scowling eye is frequently directed 
towards Isim, with an expre.ssion of dreadful 
import; jet he appears desirous of forwarding 
our escape.—lie has introduced us to father Ri¬ 
cardo, who engages to provide us all things for 
our departure to Cochin. 


13th 
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13th January, 1780. 

The prlcsf breakfasted with us, and pro¬ 
mised to set about the business wil^hout loss of 
time; ho is to receive twenty* rupees, on 
our setlin^' oil’ from hence, and twenty more 
on our arrival at Cochin or Tellichery, 
through the medium of Isaac, on wliom the 
order from ?dr. Church was drawn, by 
which means we received it without sus¬ 
picion. 


14Tn Januaryj 1780. 

A Ijicence or Passport is procured for us 
as two Prenchmen going to Malicy. We 

have paid twenty rupees boat-hire to a smug- 
glcr; tliese are commonly very courageous 
men; which is some comfort to me: under 

p-»s protection and his, I will 

endeavour to think myself secure. His house 
is admirably situated for our purpose, close 
by the sea side ; this is to be our place of 
rendezvous. The precise time is not yet 
fixed upon : the intervening hours how an^ 
xlously will they pass ! 


ISra 
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15th January^ ITSQ. 

The boatman called to desire we would 

be at his house at six this evening ;-gave 

him our little baggage (we had been oblig¬ 
ed to purchase many necessaries) and four 
rupees to buy provisions. When it gTew 

dark, Mr. F-put on a. sail 9 r*s dress 

and I equipped myself in a nankeen jacket 
■—a pair of long striped trowsers—a man's 
night cap, and over that a mighty smart 

hat,—with a pair of Mr. P-—’s shoes 

tied un my feet, and a stick in my hand. 

In this dress Mr. F-declared that 

I WHS the very image of my dear fallicr, 
which highly gratified me. I had tied the 
dollies we took olF, in a handkerchi'ef; with 
that in one hand and brandishing my stick 
in the other, I boldly sallied forth,—taking 
care, however, to secure a retreat in case 
of accidents, a moat fortunate precaution as 

the event proved.-Father Ricardo met us 

at the smuggler’s according to appointment 
.and we paid him twenty rupees, and gave 
him security for the other twenty; when 
this was settled, nothing remained as we 

supposed, but to step into the boat,- 

when 



when behold! news was brought that the 
■ailors had made their escape no one knew 
wdiithcr ! after W'aitin^;; two hours in that 
diin;^erons situation, to see if they would re¬ 
turn, and raviii^^ in all the folly of ann^ry 
disappointment against those who had misled 
Us, we made a virtue of necessity and trudg¬ 
ed back to our prison, where wc luckily 
eftcctcd an entrance without exciting suspi- 

cion. 


17tii January, 17S0 

Had all arranged for our escape last night 
but so many people were about us, that we 
dared not make the attempt. 

Uhn January, HSO. 

e 

Father Ricardo has once more arranged all 
things for to-night,—we must give more 
money, but that is no object. 0,nrc free and 
we shall doubtless find means of proceed¬ 
ing on our journey. 

5th Februauy, 1780. 

Every day has this Yvicked priest contrived 
some scheme, to amuse us with false hopes 

of escaping ; every nisj^ht have we lain dow n in 

B B 
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full persuasion that it was the last we shouH 
pass in confinement j and as constantly have 
we awoke to meet bitter disappointments.— 
This continued alternation of hope and fear 
preys on my spirit^ and prevents me from 
gaining strength, but yesterday I received a 
scriouB shock from the behaviour of Pereira, 
and which excited more alarm tliUn almost 
any' circumstance that has occurred to me— 

1 had long marked his hatred to Mr. F—- 
and ^dreaded his revenge—I Avas setting at 
work when he entered the room—naked from 
the middle just Mr. F-was going in¬ 

to the next room. His strange appearance avid 
the quick step with which he folloAved my 
'husband caught my attention; and I p'erccivcd 
that be held a short dagger close under his 
arm, nearly all concealed by his handker¬ 
chief and tlie exigency of the moment guve 

me courage.—I sprung between him and the 

door through which Mr. F-had just 

passed, drawing it close and securing it to pre¬ 
vent his return, and then gently expostulated 

I 

with P —- on the oddness of his conduct 

and appearance; he slunk away, and I hope, 

will never trouble as again, especially as be 

. • 

has 
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has adopted another mode of revenge which 
may perhaps be equally effectual, though more 
slow in its operation. lie went to Ayres and 
informed him that we had endeavoured' to 
escape, mentioning every particular of our 
eclieine, and, as far as I can learn, telling 
the whole truth; but fortunately naming a 
diiVerent eveniog from the one on which ouc 
Vtnsuccessful attempt really w'as made, on 
•^Uncli Ayres exclaimed weK Pereira you have 
made up a very fine story, but without a 
word of truth, for on the very night 

‘ \oii mention, F-ivas setting with 

‘‘ mo over a l)olilc of wine. I’ll take my 
oalh.of that; fo.r it was my birth night" 
tins was true likewise, so we wc^’c saved foi? 
that time; but as Ayres knows that escape 
is in our heads, he will, I fear, guard u» 
with redoubled vigilance, and so far Perci- 
ra’s design has taken effect. 

6th February, 1780. 

Mr. F-has completely detected the 

pious father Ricardo, and his worthy coN, 

Bug 


league 
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kag'ue the amug'gler^ and sorely against their 
tvill compelled tliem to refund Jiis money 
all to a bunt twenty tlfree rnpecs^ wliicli 
they pretend Jhas been disbursed. We now 
discovereclj that although our offers might 
tempt their avarice and lead them to de¬ 
ceive us, yet they dared not persevere in 
assisting our escape ; as the consequence of 
of detection would to tlicm be inevitablo 
death. 

IOti! I'^KnnrARY, 17S0. 

At length I begin to cherish hopes of our 
ipeedy release, as Siidder Kliau returned 
last night from Soringapatnam; but is en¬ 
camped without the Town, waiting for a 
lucky day, till w’hen he dares not enter Ins 

own house.-So how long we may still 

be detained, lleiiveu knows—Mr. F-- 

and om friend Isaac propose paying him a 
vi&it to-morrow. 

IStm February, 1780. 

They went out on Friday and again to¬ 
day but have not yet be«n able to obtain 


an 
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^ an audience; and thus we may perhai^t be 
led on a foilnij^lit longer, by his ridiculous 
superstitions. Mr. Tsaac, however, assures my 
husband, (hat from all ho can learn it is 
really intended to release us, which makes 
me comparatively easy ; yet it is impossible 
not to feel severely this delviy, at such a cri¬ 
tical period; for should lly'deS* commence 
hostilities against the English, whilst we re¬ 
main in his power, not all Isaac's ir.iiuence 
will be su^Ticient to extricate us from it; our 
doom must be sealed for life. 

14tii FrmnuARr. 

Onr ijadcfatigable advocate walked out with 

Mr. E*-(T should have mentioned 

that the distance is about three miles) but 
they were again disappointed, Sudder Khan 
being still closely shut up at his devotions, 
which are to continue two days longer at 
least.—:—'How very distressing to be kept in 
this horrible suspense ! But our friend ftill 
comforts us with tho assurance, that all will 

be well.-He really behaves to me like 

a father, and as 1 have now acquired some 

know- 
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'fi 

I 

tiiowI<jd^e of Ft^nugueae, we are enabled 
to couverae tolerably vveii. i do not recol¬ 
lect baving described his person, and will 
therefore endeavour to jive y(Ju bome, though 
a very inadequate idea of iv- 

' Isaac then is a fine venerable old man, 
about ei »;litv-dve wUli a lonj white bread; 
his complexion by no means dark, and his 

coiinlenance benign yet majestic ; I could look 
at bbn ’bli I almost fancied tliat he resem¬ 
bled exactly the Patriarch whose name b.e 
bears, were it not for his eye, ^vhith is stii*. 
brilliant. His familv 1 find accordin'^ to an*- 
cient custom in the East, consists of twT» 

wives, to whom J am to have an inUp- 

duclioiu 

ipTH Pkihiuary. 

Saw letter lo-day from iMr. Tulloli, to 
Mr. Passavant the Danish Factor, dated i9th 
January, which meiitioiia, that they were 

fifteen days on their journey to Seringapal- 
iiara’ and twelve more confined in a shed, 

half starved to death, as no one was permitt¬ 
ed to assist them except with the coarsest 
food ill small quantities; al kngUi Uie Na¬ 
bob 
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bob granted t>cm an Aiidience-j whcti half* 
ing listened to their contplaiiU, he sent for 
Sadder Khan, to answer the charge. Three 
"" successive da3'8’* says TuIIoJjl vvb were 
all sent for, and confronted with him, 
when Hyder commanded him to make in- 
slant restitutionj however, we have as yet 
received nothing except that ycalerday on 
taking leave his highness presented ns 
with five hundred rupees for our journey to 
Madras, besides ordering Palanquins, car- 
riages for our baggnge, and every other 
convenience, likewise a guard of a hun** 

'" died scapoys to conduct us into the Eng- 
UsU bounds. I spoke to him for Mr^ 

*snid ‘Mrs. F-and obtained an order 

I'oi their release also. Whether the ship 
will be returned or not, God Kno'jas, we are 
"" just going to set off." Tims far Tiilloh. 
Now the man who brought this letter, saw 
them ail go and remained at Seringapatnam 
ten days afioi vvards, without hearing further; 
so I hope we may conclude they are out of 
tkeir troubles. Mrs. Tulloh has now seen 
enough poor woman to satisfy her taste for 
adventures. From all I can learn, it would 

have 
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bairr been utterly impoisible for me to hati 
supported the various hardships of their jour-* 
ney, in iny procavioiis state of health ; poor 
Mr. Taylor Ijo\t sincerely do I jdty him. 

17th FEiiRUARy, 1780. 

Mr, Isaac called by appointment about 
two o'clock and took my linsbiind with him, 
to wait once more on the Gv>vcrnor. He 
seems to entertain no doubt of bringing’ bark 
the order for our release. I endeavour to be 
calm and to rest \vith confuieucc on his as¬ 
surance; but when I contemplate the dread- 

fi^^alternative, should he meet a peremptory 
refusal, and recollect the deep machinations 
that have been practi'^ed to keep us here, 
my heart recoils at the idea. It is now 
eight in the evening; every thing is pack¬ 
ed up and ready for our departure yet they 
return not. Some obstacle I fcar must have 
been thrown in the way by that vile Sudder 
Khan to prevent our liberation, and we are 
destined, to remain his wretched prisoners. 
How shall 1 support the intelligence ^ Heav¬ 


en 
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f 1(1 in^pir^ me with fortitude I. I chn AttUieip 
write^ por atUnd t 9 any thing t 
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LETTER Xin. 

C 

Cochin, 19tii FisBRUARr. 1780, 

Thanks be to Providence thi^t I am at 
^ngtli permitted to address my beloved 
friends from this land of liberty towards 
which my wii^Iies have so long pointed. After 
wading through my melancholy journal, yoit 
will be enabled in some measuie to form an 
idea of the joy that fills my breast qn con¬ 
templating the contrast between my pre¬ 
sent situation, and that from which 1 have 
so recently escaped—X v/iil not hovyever in¬ 
dulge in reflections, but hasten to ].\rocced 
with my narrative, which broke oft* at a 
most interesting period in my last letter, when 

I was every instant ei^peding the nc\ys of 
our release. 

I was not Vjplieved from suspense till near, 
twelve on Thursday night, when the gen¬ 
tlemen returned fringing with them the, 
so anxiously desired passports for ourselves^ 
such trifling articles ps remained in our 

possession. 
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possession ; Wore than this I fincltW.y could not 
OTjtain for us^ though absolute promises of 
restitution and reinuncfation had been fre- 
t^uentlv held out. This however seemed a 
slight evil compared 'ivilh what even one 
days detention might 'produce; we therefore 
i*bandoned all thought of farther application 
on the subject, and on rvblaij 18th February, 
ai 5 A. M. joyfully quilted our detested 
prison, and repaired to the house of our 
tjleady friend and benefactor Isaac, where we 
found one of his own sloops prepared to 
convey ns to Cochin, with every necessary 
refreslnncnt on board. 

Thus by ibc indefatigable exertions of this 
most ejoelleut man, we are at last re- 
lenced from a situation of winch^ it is impos-* 
Bible for you to appreciate the horrors. To 
Jiim are we indebted for the inestimable gift 
of liberty. No words can I find adequate to the 
expression of my gratitude. In whatever 
psLrt of the world and under whatever cir¬ 
cumstances my lot may be cast; whether we 
shall have the happiness to reach in- safety 
the place to which all our hopes and wishes 
tend, or are doomed to experience again the 

C c 3 


anxieties 
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SMixietiei and suSeringi of iiraptivity; 
ther 1 ihall pass the remainder of my days 
in the sunshine of prosperity, or exposed to 
the chilling blasts of adversii} ; the name of 
Jshac the Jew will ever t'e associated with 
the happiest recollections of my Lio ; and wliile 
jny heart continues to bcat^ r . . varm blood 
animates my mortal frame, . laslance of 
time or space can efface fro n my mind, tlie 
grateful remembrance of what wc owe to 
this most worthy of men. When we were 
plundered and held in bondage by the Ma- 
hometan robbers amongst whom we had fal¬ 
len ; when there was no sympathizing friend 
to soothe lis among our Christian fellow cap¬ 
tives ; when there was no hand to help us, 

an d the last ray of hope gradually forsook 
the darkening scene of Oar distress; kind. 
Providence sent a good Samaritan to our re¬ 
lief in thfe person of this benevolent Jew, 
who proved himself an Israelite indeed. Oh 
ihy dear sister! how can I in the overflowing 
cif a grateful heart do otherwise than lament, 
that the name of this once distmguished peo¬ 
ple should have become a term of reproach! 
Exiled from the land promised to the seed of 
Abraham; scattered oyc» the face of the 

earth 
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cnrth, yet adhering with firmness to the re¬ 
ligion of their fathers, this race once the 
boasted favourites of Heaven, arc despised 
and rejected by every nation in the world. 
The land that afibrds shelter,* denies them 
a participation in the, rights of citizenship. 
Under such circumstances of mortifying con¬ 
tempt, and invidious segregation, it is no 
wonder that many of the children of Israel 
in the present day evince more acutencM 
than delicacy in their traimctions, and are 
too well disposed to take advantage of those, 
from whom they have endured so much 
fecorn and persecution. It gives me therefore 
peculiar pleasure to record their good deeds, 
and to proclaim in w.y limitej rircle, that 

such nv;n as a Franco and mi T'jaac, are 
to be found among llic posterity of Jacob. 
These sentiments are not ovcr«{rained hut 
genuine effusions of a thankful heart: ns 
such receive them. 

19th Ff.isrl'ary, nSO. 

This morning about eleven we aiiived at 
our long wished for Port, and were landed 
close to the Iiousc of our good friend Isaac 
which is pleasantly situated by the river side 
about a mile from Cochin, and rendered in 


every 
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every respect a most delightful residence, 
flere we were welcomed by the two wivei 
of Isaac who were most s])]cndidlv dressed 

m 

to receive tisj rather overloaded with orim- 
inents 3 'ct not inelegant. Indeed I think the 
Eastern dresses have inti 11 itcly the advantage over 
ours; they are much more easy and grace¬ 
ful ; besides atFording greater scope for the dis¬ 
play of taste, than our straiige unnatural modes. 
They were extremely hospitable and very- 
fond of talking. 

I mentioned before, having learned at 
little Portuguese during my imprison¬ 
ment, which was of great advantage to me 
here, for except Malafcars, it is the on¬ 
ly language they speak, and a miserable 
jargon indeed is what they call Portuguese 
here.—However wc contrived to make our¬ 
selves mutually understood so far as to be 
convinced that each was kindly disposed to¬ 
wards the other. Had I been tliiVerently 
circumstanced, it would have given me great 
pleasure to have accepted the pressing in¬ 
vitations of these ladies to pass some tim» 

9 

with them—the entire novelty of the scene 
would have amused me. Novel 1 may tjncll 

call 
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it, ill more respects than one ; ’ive were 
eutcrtaiiied with all the profusion tliat wealth 
can command, and generosity display. Though 
vcligious piejudivti banished us from their 
table, ours was loaded with every delicacy,— 
?iU served on massive .plate; among many 
Other articles of luxury w hiph 1 had never 

i ' 

leen before, were numbers of solid silver 
rpehdqftccs, which served the purpose of 

spitting- boxes^ (excuse \he term.) They stood 
acach end of the couches pi the princi¬ 
pal room: some of them were, iiearly tliree 
feet high, with broad bottoms; the middle 
of the tube twisted aud open at the top, 
with a wide mouth, for the convenience of 
such as had occasion to expectorate. These 

are not what we should call delicate indul¬ 
gences in England ; but in a country where 
smoking tobacco and chewing betel are uni¬ 
versally practised, they must be allowed to 
be necessary onps. 

You will judge a change these 

aparimenta were to me when contrasted, 

not with our prison in the Fort of Calicut, for 

I- 

our residence -there was undoubtedly the acme 

of 
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ef wretcbnes 9 ^ but even with the house in 
which I had so long lived^ without any fur¬ 
niture at alb save my .unmatlressed couchj 

a. 

tin old table and three broken chairs; and 

c 

where many a time the poor Portuguese 
lad who served us, ha'd entered at the hour 

t * 

•f dinner empty handed, exclaiming that the 

dogs had carried ©fF all that had been pro¬ 
vided. IMy own face 1 never saw during 

the w'holc period, there not being so much 
as the fragment of a looking-glass to be 

« w • * * 

obtdiued. 

The younger wifip of Isaac attached 
herself to me in such a manner as I ne¬ 
ver before experienced, and really appeared 
as if she could not bear to part with me, 
even when I went with my husband to see 
the town of Cochin, which is truly a very 
pietty ropiantic place; but what was far 
mere to my satisfaction, we luckily found 
Mr. Moore there, who proposed sailing the 
next day, and kindly offered ut a passage on 
the St. Helena, which you may be sure we 
gratefully accepted. On our way back we 
accosted by a Captain Richardson^’ 

ivliose 



^yliose ship IS under repair here, and will 

4 

be ready in about six weeks. He shook 
liands vrith u§ as country folks, and directly 
ofTored us botli a passage to •Bengal with 
fvery accommodation m his house during 
qur stay here,—a most liberal proposal; was 

it not ? and which would ha^ve been very 
iprtunate fpr us, bad we missed the St. 
Helena; in the present case his offer Ava* 
of course declined, butl shall ev;er recollect 
the kindness which dictated it, and trust 

-i > ' 

opportnnitics Avill be afforded \o evince mjf 
gratitude. 

On the ^Lst, at 5 A. IM. Mr. P-left nie 

withmy nc\v friends, promising to return forme ia 
half an hour, U> the great grief of the fair J ewess 

Avlio Avas become so fond of me—but alas I 
1 wailed hour after houj, and no husband 
returned. 1 was in the gixjatest anxiety and 
consternation imaginable, dreading lest some 

i 

new disaster had overtaken us, and that our 
ill starred jonrney Avas agahi stopped shofC’- 
hi its course—It is impossible for you to con¬ 
ceive what I suflered during his absentia 

w. 
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and how my mind was harrassed. by various 
tormenting conjectures,—those only who have 
been subject to such cross,accidents as I have 
so frequently experienced, can.^’judt^c of my. 

feelinj^s—At length about noon he m'it\o 
Ills appearance, and v^ry c.almly began un¬ 
packing the chest as if tb replace the things 

at his leisure-1 asked of course 'what 

had occurred and if Mr. Moore had changed 
his intention ? why, answered he, I^Joore 
" and all the rest are gone on board, but 
*■'soineliow I dont think he will sail to-day 

for all that'’. This y<'nly almost bereft mo 

of inv senses, knowing the conscfiaenee 
of being left behind would be a joi)rnc\ !;y 
liind to Madras, (Ibr he would never have 

had patience to wait till ( aplain Kieliaid- 
son’s ship was read\) the expense of which 
alone must amount to eight or nine hundred 

rupees, not to mention the intolerable fatigue 
of travelling in tliis Country. Aware that if I 
did not* exert myself all w^as lost, I took a 

hasty leave of our kind friends, a nd we 

immediately proceeded to Cochin with our 
little baggage, and sent out for a boat, 
hut by this time the afternoon breeze liad 

eet 
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set In and the sea ran sh high, that non# 

would venture over the Bar; at last si man 

agreed to provide a large boat and take us 

» 

off for sixteen rupees. When we came to the 
Water side, what should this mighty boat 

prove, but a narrow Canoe ^ with paddlea, 
scarcely big enough to contain us and our 

four rowers. I hesitated-the people ran 

round me on all sides, intreating laie not 
to venture, and assuring us both by words 
and gestures that the danger was imminent. 
Captain Richardson who was among them 
declared that, it would be next to a miracle 
if we escaped: indeed every, moment 
•videnljy increased tlie risk; but Mr. 

p---now seeing the error'of his de- 

swore to run all hazards, rather than 
stop any longer at Cochin: a common prac¬ 
tice with most people who have brought them'* 
selves into difficulties by their imprudence 
and who seek to regain by obstinacy, what 
they have lost through folly. Bity such can* 
not always suffer alone. Finding him positive 
1 commanded myself to the protection of 

£> B 2 
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the Almighty and stepped in ; all the speefft'^v 
tors seeming to look upon me as a self de* 

voted victim: yet how ^vas it possible to 

. * » » 

avoid going! had I refused sMc. F-- 

would constantly have upbraided me with 
whatever ill consequence might have resiiUcti 
from the delays and who could wish for life 
on sueh terms! '' No’* thought 1 at the 

hiomentj " rather let me brave death in tlie 
'Mine of my duty, than have my future days 
einhittercd by rcproaclj, however unmerited.’' 
As w'e proceeded the waves gradually rn^r 
higher, and began to break over ns ; 

one man was continually employed in 
Ming out the Xvater, though hi.s only' 

Utensil was d bamboo, which hardly held 
a quart. Never shall I forget what I 
felt on looking round in this situation ^ 
tfvery Wave rising many feet higher than the 
hoat^ and tluVatening to overwhelm us with 
instant dcstriictiori. I srtf at first vfith my 
face to the stern, but afterwards niovod to 
{he front, and when I saw a wave coming, 
bowed my head to meet it. We were a 
itiile from the shore, tind at least /«w> from 

the ship; was not this' sufficient to appal 

*>1 • , 

the 
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llie stoutest tieart! yet I can tm'v sav timt 
my mint! was perfectly composed, ronscioiis of 
the rectitude of my .intentions,— I could look 
up boldly , Heaven for protcrtion. Mr, 
^ ——w*ll (ell you bow frc(]!ienty I 

ht'i;ged him not to entertain the least, doubt 
of our safety. '' \Ve have never’* saJd 
“ been conducted thus far by the hand of 
'' Providence to perish; remember my dear 
" parents ; is not their happiness involved 
’* in 07ir safety ? depend upon it we shall 
be jireserved, to become the humble in^ 
slruments of rendering their declining ycarfi 
happy.’* 

* t I 

Whilfi I was speaking a. tremendous w*ave 
broke over us, .and half filled the boat with 
water, oil wliich, thinking it would be pre¬ 
sumptuous to proceed, we ordered the meij 
to make for the nearest land, but this the 
wind would not permit,- so we were obliged 
to keep on, and had reached within a mile 
Of the ship, when she began to spread her 
swils, and in a few minutes got under weigh 
■tvith a fair wind.—Our people now wanted 


to 
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to quit the pursuit^ as she gained ground 
considerably^ but we kept them in good hu¬ 
mour by promising more* money, and putting 
a white handkerchief on a stick, waved it lu 
the air. After some lime we had the plea¬ 
sure to see her tack” about and lye to, so 
in another half hour we came up with her, 

having been three hours in the condition 
I have described,—wet thrnngh and nearly 
frightened to death, h ir.g every moment in 
the most imminent danger. To describe my 
joy is impossible or my impatience to quit 
the boat; without waiting for the chair to 
be lowered I scrambled on board, and had 
1 not been relieved by a violent burst of feajs 
must have fuinted. 

Every one in the vessel blamed Mr. F-'■ 

exceedingly for running such a risk by his 
delay as the other passsengers who went on 
board in the morning, did not experience 
tiie slightest inconvenience. Mr. Moore lucki¬ 
ly came in the provision boat, which was 
six hours in getting on board. This cir¬ 
cumstance was the means of Saving our 
passage. 


When 
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V/hcn VYC reached Ceylon the wind be¬ 
came contrary, wiii..h together with a strong 
(cmrent, kept us yp'vards of three weeks 

beating off the Island, before we could wea- 

•' 

iher Point de Galle. This will account* to 
you for my letter bemg scarcely legible.— 

1 am at this mojiient writing on my knees 
in bed, and if 1 had not been contented 
with this method all the way, I could not 
have written at all. My father well knows, 
a vessel has not a very agreeable motion, 
beating up in the winds eye. 

4tii April, 1780. 

At length thank Heaven! we are at an¬ 
chor in Madras Roads, having been six weeks 

s 

making.a passage that with a fair wind we 
could almost have performed in as many 
dfiys. Happily for me our society has been 
very different from the last I was condemn¬ 
ed to mix witli on shipboard ;-of those 

Mr. Moore, and Mr. O’Donnell arc of the 
the most importance to us, our acquaintance 
with them commenced in Egypt, and as they 
were indeed (though innocently) the Cause of 
all we suffered there, a very agreeable fel¬ 
low-feeling has naturally taken place bebveen 

us 
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^ 8 . The latter uow oblig’ed to return 
lindia to begin life agaiii> (liis losses on the 
Desert having been foUiAved by many un¬ 
avoidable expenses, ts you nill learn from 
« 

my narrative) and seek a competence under 
all tlie disavantages that ar^ injured constituti- 

I 

on added to a keep sense of disappointment 

and injustice, subject bin; to.-Yoi; majf 

be sure we have had many conversatioua 
concerning flie sad story of the Desert, ancj 

and the last moments of those vrho pcrislie 4 

theie.-A boat is just come to take us on 

.shore, so adieu for the pi\eser.t. The IloadS 

are very full, there are eight ships of- the 

line and above sixty other vessels, which forn^ 

• • •* 

^ magniheent spectacle. 

. ' 

UTH April, 1780. 

1 wa^ exceedingly alarmed yesterday by the 
surf. We got safe over it, but another boat 
upset just afterwards; ho\vever, fortunately 
no lives were lost.-r*Sir Thomas Rum- 

• i ' V * ■ 1, ' . . , 

bold is lipuiiy <i;.\pccted to embark, wliich 
is all tliat detains the, fleet; so that per¬ 
haps I may not bq al^e to write ten Imc^ 
more— 


9 
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6 P. M. As far as i Mian judge I fed 
pleased with Madras, and'gratified by the 
reception I have hitherto met, lyith. I shall 

I t , 

of course write to you again from hence, 
being likely to r€inaii\ here a week or two; 
at present I must c\o^ my letter; but as 
a matter of curiosity shall just mention thq 
astonishing celerity of the Indian tailors.— 
Yeslertday evening Mr. Fay, not being 
overstocked with dollies to appear in, or- 

f t ^ 

dered a complete suit of^ black silk, with 

t 4 

waistcoat sleeves, which they brought home 
before nine this morning, very neatly made 
though the whol^ must have been done by 
candlelight, 

I cannot c.oiiclndo witbouti saying, that, 
althongh I feel rather weak, my health is 
itnproving, and that the pain 1 suffer from, 
the accident lohich befel me at the Factory, 

is not so violent as formerly-God grant I 

may soon he velieved from appreh(?nsions 
on that scoye. 

The Governor is gone on board.—Captain 
Uicharikon of the Ganges under whose espe- 


I 
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eful cb&rge this packet (containing the whola 
of my narrative from Mocha) will be plan- 
as I had no safe opportunity of forward¬ 
ing* any from Cahcut or Cochin, 

sent for it. Tho periual will cost you 

c 

many tears but recollect that all is over, 
and niy future communications will I trust, 
be of a very different complexion. May 
this reach you safely and meet' you all well 
and comfortable. Adieu—Go4 Almighty pre-? 
j^rve you prays your own, 

E. F. 


LETTER XIV. 
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LETTER XlV. 

Madras, ISth Aprii^ 

* i * 

31Y Dear pRiEEjys^ 

k;r,.i:QvC \j to my promise I take up tli* 
pen to yon some account of this seti 

ticu.Jilt,, which has j)roved Id me a plea* 
sant rcsting-piace after the many hardships 
and distresses it lias lately been my lot to en¬ 
counter; and where in Ihe kind attentions 

« 

and a<jreeable society of some of my own 
sex, 1 have found my.se]f soothed and consoled 

t 

for tb<? long’ \Vant of fliat comfort; while my 
health has in general reaped great advaii* 
tages from the same source. 

There is something uncommonly striking 
and grand in this town, and its whole ap¬ 
pearance charms you from novelty, as well 
as beauty. Many of the houses and .public 

buildings are very extensive and elegant—■ 

/ 

they acc covt;^ed with a sort of sbelldime which 

E £ 2 
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takes ft polish like marble, and produces H 
U wonderful eifect.—I conkl have fancied 
myself transported into Italy, so magnificent¬ 
ly are they decorated, yet witH the utmost 
taste. People here say that the chunaii% 
as it is called, loses its properties when transport¬ 
ed to Bengal, where the dampness of the at¬ 
mosphere, prevents it from receiving liiat exqui¬ 
site polish so much admired by all who visit 
Madras. Tiiis may very likely be the case. 

The free exercise of all religions being a!* 
lowed; the different sects seem to vie with 
.each other in ornamenting their places of 
worship, which are in general well bnilt, 
and from their great variety, and novtd forms af- 
lord much gratification, particularly when 
view'ed from the country, as the beautiful 
g'roups ot trees intermingle their tall forms 
and majestic foliage, with the white dm- 
nam and rising spires, communicating such 
harmony softness and elegance to the scene> 
As to be altogether delightful; and rather 
resembling the images that float oii the ima¬ 
gination after reading fairy tales, or the 
Arabian nights entertainment, then any thing 


in 
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in l^eal life;-in fact PJndras is wljal 1 

conceived Grand Cairo to be, before 1 was 
«o unlucky as to be undeceived. This idea 
is still further hev-^htened by *1116 intermix¬ 
ture of inhabitants ; by^ seeing Asiatic splen¬ 
dour, combined witb Irinropean taste exhibi¬ 
ted around you on evMy aide, under the 
forms of flowing diapery-staUly palanquins, 
elegant carrbig'ts, iniuuncrabic servants, and 
all the pomp and circumstance of luxurious 
rase, and unbounded wealth. It is true 

f 

tins glittering surface is here, and there 
tinged with tlie sombre hue that more or 
less colours every condition in life ; —5?ott 
.behold .Europeans, languishing under vari¬ 
ous ct>m*plaints which they call incidental to 
the climate, an assertion it would ill become- 
a stranger like m)sc]f to controvert, but rei- 
pecting which I am a little sceptical; 
because I see very plainly that the same 
mode of living, would produce the same ef¬ 
fects, even in the hardy regions of the 
^orth.'’ You may likewise perceive that hu- 

4i 

man nature has its faults and follies every 
where, and that black rogues ai’c to the full 
as common as white ones, but in mj opini- 

oa 

i 



dh more irapiulent. On your arrival yoU ar« 
pestered with Dubashces, and servants of ail kinds 
who crouch to you as if they were already 
your slaves, ‘'but who will cheat you in 
every possihls awaj^; r thoii;jii in fact tliere 
is no living? without one of the former to 
manage your affairs at a kind of sicward, 
and you may deem yourself very fortunate 
if you procure one in thi;- laud of pillager 9 < 

who will let nobody cheat you but himself. 
J wish these people would not vex one by 

their tricks; for there is something in the 
mild countenances and gentle manners of the 
Hindoos that interests me exceedingly. 

We are at present with Mr. & Mrs. Popham 
from whom we have recaived every possible 
civility. He is a brother lawyer, and it 
countryman of my husb.tnds, and slu is a 
lively woman, her spirits have in some nica- 

sure restored mine to the standard Irom 
which those amiable gentlemen, the Beys of 
and Sndder Khan with his coadj|itor» 
Ayres and my wdrthy ship mates, had so cruel* 
ly chased them.' 



I mi 

" ♦ 

Wc have mtKle several excursions in the 
ficighboui'hood of Madras which it every 
where delightful, the whole vicinity being 
ornamented with ’gentlemen’s houses built in 
a shewy style of architecture^ and covered 
with that beautiful chuiiain. As they are al- 
mp^t siuTomided by trees, when you tee one 
of these superb dwellings incompassed by a 
grove, a distant view of Madras with the 
jsca and shippings so disposed as to form a per* 
feet landscape, it is beyond comparison the 

I ' 

rnost charming* picture I ever beheld or could 
have imagined, AVoiider not at my «nthu« 
siasm; so long shut up from every plear.ing 
object, it is natural that my feelings should be 
f)owcrfully excited when such are presented 
to me.* 

Nothing is more terrible at Madras tlmn 
tlic surf which as, I hinted before, is not 
only alSirming but dangerous. They have 
here two kinds of boats to guard against 
this great evil, but yet, notwithstanding 
every care, many lives are IdSt. One of • 
these Conveyances called the Massulah boat, 
is large, but remarkably lights and the planks 

•of 
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•f which it > is constructed are actually sewcc^ 
together by the fibres of the Cocoa-nut 
It is well calculated to stem the violence of tlie 

r 

turf but for greater safety it requires to be at¬ 
tended by the *011101', called a Catamaran, 
which is merely composed of bamboos fasten¬ 
ed together aud pad lled !>y one man. Two 
er three of these attend tlie Mnssiilab boat, 
and in case of its being overset usually pick 
up the drowning passengers. The dexterity 
with wiiieh they manage tlic“5c things is in- 
conceis'abie;—but no dexterity can entirely 
w’ard oiV the danger. The bea^ch is remarkably 
fine. 

.Tl»e ladies here arc very fashionable I 
nsgure you: I found several noi cities in 
dress since I quitted England, which •a good 
d€al surprised me, as 1 had no idea *tliat 
fashions travelled so fast. ft is customary to. 
take the air in carriages every evening in 

the environs of Madras : for excursions in the 
country these arc commonly U'^td; but 
t in town limy have Palanquins, carried by 
four bearers, which I prefer. They are 
often beautifully ornamented, and appear iu 
cUamster with the country, and with the 
lafiguid air of thyse who use them, which, 
' • though 
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^liou^h very different from any thing I have 
|>een accustomed to admire in a woman a« 
you well know, yet is not unpleasing in 
a country the charms of which are'^eighten- 
cd by exhibiting a vieiy of A»ciety entirely 
new to me. 


Mr. PopHAM is one of the most eccentric 
beings I ever met with.—Poor man he' i? a 
perpetual projector, a race whose exertions 
have frequeatly benefitted society, but seU 
4 om I believe been productive of much ad-, 
yantageto themselves or their.familic.s. He is at 
present laying plans for building what is 
called the black town, to a great extent, and 
confidently expects to realize an immense for¬ 
tune, hut others foresee such difficulties in 
the way, that they tear he .may be ruined 
by the undertaking, The pleasure he take* 
in his visionary scheme should not Ue omitted 
in the account as of some value, for it real<- 

ly seems to be an uncommon source of en* 
joyment. 


The Black town is that part of Madras^ 
which was formerly inhabited wliplly by the, 
liatives, but of late many, JSurppeant have. 

Py 
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tak.en houtet there, rents being considerably 
lower than in Fort St. George, which i» 
a very strong Garrison, 'built by the Eng¬ 
lish, and where since have bce.i couslructed 

many fine houses, &c.-this is considered 

of course a more fashionable place to reside 
in. Between the Black town and the Fort, 
lies Choultry Plain which being covered en¬ 
tirely with a whitish sand, reflects auch a 
dazjzhng light, and intoIeralUe heat, as to 
render it a terrible ^ annoyance especially to 
strangers. Mr. Pay has been exceedingly 
pressed to take up his abode here, and real¬ 
ly many substantial inducements have been 
held out to him; but as bis views have been 
all directed to Calcutta, where knowledge and 
talents are most likely to meet encouragement 
he cannot be persuaded to remain. Besides, 
a capital objection is, that no Supreme Court 
being as yet established he could he. only ad¬ 
mitted to practise as an attorney, no advo¬ 
cates being allowed in the Mayors Court: 
so that ^ rank as a Barrister would avail 
nothing here : I most cordially acqiiiese iu 
this determination. But 1 must suspend tny 

jcribblihg^; Mr. P---is waiting' to take 

to St. Thomas's Mouxt. 

. 17x11 



17th April, 1780. 

I resume my pen, resolved to devote this 
day to my deal friefids, as it is likely to be 

the last 1 shall spend in Madras. I found 

* 

St. Thomas’ Mount a very beautiful place, 
it i.s a hill of a conical forin, crowned 

at the top with white houses, and a Ciiiirch 
built by the Portuguese in memory of some 
St. Thomas, who tliey sny, was murdered 
oil this spot ly a Brahmin.—The road to 
this place is delightful, being a complete 
avenue of the finest trees I ever saw, whose 
intermingling branches are absolutely impervi¬ 
ous to the sun. Not far from hence I was 
shewn a prodigiously fin# Banian tree, the 
singular-nature of which is, that its branches 
bend down to the ground, take root and 
thence spring out anew; thus forming in¬ 
numerable arclies. I call it a vegetable 
Cathedral, and could not help fancying 
that Banian groves were formerly appro¬ 
priated to idolatrous worship, since they are 
admirably calculated for the celebration 

s 

of any mysterious and solemn rites from 
which the uninitiated are excluded; and may * 

f » 3 
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fceprofierly CiiUed Temples liot made liilU 
hands/* On the whole T felt highly grati¬ 
fied by my little cxcursidn, which ivas, I 

c 

believe^ not more than seven miles from 
Madras. ^ 


I must now assure you that I have ac¬ 
tually seen several of those things with my 

t)wn eyes, which we girls used to think poor 
Captain S—took traveller’s liberty in relat¬ 

ing, such as dancing snakes. Jugglers swallow¬ 
ing swords &c. The snakes were to -me 
somewhat alarming, the other a very dis¬ 

gusting spectacle; when they are become 
familiar 1 may be amused with the one, 

since the various forms, the prismatic co¬ 
lours, and graceful motions of the snakes 
may give pleasure which the other exhibitions 
never can. When you have seen a man 

thrust a sword down his throat and are fully 

convinced that there is no deception, you 
feel that you have beheld a wonjer, and 
there the^ gratification ends, for the sight 
is unnatural and disgusting. With some 
other tricks of the Juggle;^’, I was however 
much pleased ; his power of balancing was 
' Ustonlshing, and lie bad a method of throw- 

ing 
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jng’ four brass balls up and catching them 
with such amazing rapidity, that they perpe¬ 
tually encircled his head, forming a kind of 
hat around it ; he likewise threaded small 
beads with his longue, and performed a num¬ 
ber of riAy curious slighls of hand Dancing 
girls arc a constanl source of amu^oiucnt 
here, but I was much disappointed in them, 
they wrap such a fjuanti<y of muslin round 
them by way of petticoal, that they almost 
appear to have hoops ;—and their motions 
are so slow, forma) and little varied, that 
YOU see the whole dance as it were at once: 
tfiey are very inferior to those of the same 
profession at Grand Cairo though I never 

a 

saw any there hut in the streets, liow’cver 
their dancing is certainly less indecent, at 
least so far as I could witness it. 

There seems to be a strange inconsistency 
in the character of the natives ; they appear 
the most pusillanimous creatures in existence, 
except those employed on the water, whose 
activity and exertions are inconceivable. 
They will encounter every danger for the 
sake of reward, with all the eagerness of 
avarice, and nil the heroism of courage; so 
that if yoa have occasion to send ofl’ a note 
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to a siiip,. no matter how high the surf may 
tun, you will always fiml some one ready 
to convey it for you, and* generally without 
being damaged^ as their (nibans are curious¬ 
ly folded with waxed cloth for tliat purpose; 
fo ofl’ they skip to ^their CalatuaranSj—for 
the prospect ut gain renders iheia as brisk 
us the most lively Europeans. 

The Hindoos have geueraliy their heads 
shaved but they preserve a single lock and 
a pair of small whiskers will) tlie gieatest 
care. Their manner of wiiting is curious; 
iliev write w’ith iron needles, on palm-leaves 
which are afterwards strung together and form 
books. Boys aie taught to write on the 
sand; a very good plan as it saves materia is 
and a number can be instructed at the same 
time. For teaching arithmetic, great num¬ 
bers of pebbles are used ; so that every part 
of the apparatus is cheap. 

ft 

The natives of India arc immoderately fond 
of an intoxicating liquor called Toddj/ which 
t is the miferiucnled juice of the Cocoa-nut 
or Palmyra tree;—sugar and water is also a’ 
favourite beverage. Butter is very scarce and 
, uot good; what they call Ghee. is butter 

boiled 
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boiled or clarified, in order to preserve it, 
und is very useful for many purposes, such 
as frying^ Q,i the whole one may 

Jive very well at Madras,-to me it ap¬ 

pears a land of luxury as you may suppose, 
when you recollect, lit)w I had been accus¬ 
tomed to fare. We may think ourselveg ve-* 

ry well off in escaping from the paws of that 
fell tyger Uyder Ally as we did, for I am 
assured that the threat of sending us up the 

country to be fed on dry rice, was not 
likely to be a vain one; it is thought that 
several of our countrymen are at this very 
time suffering in that way : if so, I hearti¬ 
ly wish that the War he has provoked, 
may gp forward 'till those unhapjjy beings 
are released pnd the usurping tyrant is ef¬ 
fectually humbled, 

Mr. O'Donnell has just called and de¬ 
sired mo to prepare for an early summons 
to-morrow. I have ever found him friendly 
and attentive and must always deem myself 
highly obliged to him, as he certainly hacl 
but too much occasion to ■ feel Imrt by the 
behaviour of Mr. Fay, whose temper, you 

hnoWj is not the most placid iu the world. 

lie 
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He quarrelled with both him and Ma. Mooai^ 
during, the passage about the merest trifles 
(wherein too he was palpably in the wrong) 
and challenged them both :'Judge what I must 
have sulFered during these altercations, vain¬ 
ly endeavouring to conciliate, and in ago¬ 
nies lest things should proceed to extremi¬ 
ties.—On our arrival here, I prevailed on 
Ma. PoPiiAM to act as a mediator between 
the parties; who at length, though with 

great diflicuUy, convinced Mr. F- 

that he had been to blame, and induced 
him to make a proper apology to both gen¬ 
tlemen : thus ended the aflair but 1 have 
reason to think, that had not 1 been 
with him, he would not have h.ceu invited, 
to proceed farther on the ship ; am I 

free from apprehension at present, yet Mr. 

O’D-has proved himself so trua 

a friend and has so materially served my hus¬ 
band, that I trust our short trip from hence 
to Calcutta, will prove a pleasant one. I 
understand that several additional passengers 
are to join us, which may operate as a 
eheck on fieiy ipirits. 


ISth 
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Mr. & Mrs. P-——-have completed 

their hospitable kindness by insisting that 
should partake of an earl^ dmner (at one 
cVlock) after which we immediately proceed 
on board ; and heartify rejoiced shall I be, 
when once over the Icrrific surf. I leave 
Madras with some regret having met with 
much civility and even sympathy here. I 
must now bid you adieu ; in my next I hope 
to announce that my long pilgrimage is 
ended. 1 likewise shall expect to find letters 
from you, waiting my arrival at Calcutta. 
My anxiety at times arises to impatience, lest 
any evil should have befallen you, during 
tlie long period in whicli all communication 
has been suspended between us: my heart 
however yet retains its power of conversing 
with you. Whenever I see any thing- new 
or ciiteriaining 1 directly imagine how ^ou 
would have looked, and what j/ou would have 

said on the occasion; and thus cheat myself 
into a pleasing dream of social intercourse 
with tiiose most dear to me. 

G o 


Our 
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Oar stay at Madras has been the means o<f 
procuring us some respectable rccommendalioni 
to persons in Calcutta; for, we have made se¬ 
veral desirable connections here. Hope again 
smiles on us and I endeavour to clierish her 
Suggestions ; for it is as much my duti/ as my iw- 
terest to keep up my Spirits, since in uiy pre¬ 
sent stat^ of health, without them, 1 must 
wholly sink; and now more than ever I 
feel the necessity of using e::tcrtiou. 

The hot winds prevail here at present, which 
renders the tDeatket peculiarly oppressive, but 
a few hours will ^ange the scene. Adieu: 
remember me in your prftyers, my beloved 
parents, my dear Sister?, and rest assured of 
the unalterable affection of your own 

Eliza. 


LETTER XV. 
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LETTER XV, ^ 

CkhCytTA, ^BTD MiV, 

JHy Dear Friends^ 

I may now indeed call for your congratu* 
laiions since after an eventful period of 

^wclve months and eighteen days, 1 havo 
at length reached the place for which \ 
have so long sighed, to which I have look¬ 
ed with innumerable hq|||es and fears, and 
whcje I have long rested my most rational 
expectations of future prosperity and comfort.' 

1 miisf now in order to keep up the connec¬ 
tion of my story return to Madras, and from 

• * 

thence conduct you here ,j:cgularly. 

Mr. F--and Mr. P—^-both assured 

me that a massulali boat was engaged, but 

on arriving at the beach none could be 
had; 60 there being no remedy, I went off 
in a common cargo boat which had no ac-* 
commodations whatever foi* passengers, and 

G 0 ^ 


wher^. 
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where my only sc at was one of the cros* 
beams. How 1 saved nivself from falline: 

ft/ O 

Heaven knows, Mr. F-was under 

I 'ft 

the necessity rof exertin" his whole strengJli 
to keep me up, so he sufl’ered a little for 
his negli<5ence. It was what is called a 
black surf and deemed very dangerous ; there 
were some moments when 1 rcallv thoni»!it 
we were nearly g'one: for how could 1 in 
my weak state have buffetted the waves hail 
the boat overset ? When once on board our 
voyage passed comfortably enough ; our socie¬ 
ty was pleasant ;^(^ideed Mr. O’Donnell is 

ever a host to us in kindness; ]M«. M- 

our supercargo was however more strict in 
his enforcciiietil of rules than was agreeable 
to most of us ; we w’cre kept more order¬ 
ly than so many children at school; for if 
we were in the midst of a rubber at whist, 
be would make us give over at nine pre¬ 
cisely, and we were obliged to keep our 
score ’till the following evening. ♦ But this 
was of little moment, for as we advanced' 
towards the place of our destination, we were 
too much interested to think of any thing 

else. 
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else. We had a distant view of the pa¬ 
goda’s of Jaggernauth ,—three large pyramidi- 
cal buildings very famous temples among 
the Hindoos^ who there worship the images 
of Jaggi^rnaiUh and keep a splendid establish' 
r^enl of the Priesthoe{^ attendant on the Idols 
in the manner of the ancient heathens. I 
Uiu credibly assured that at stated intervals 
tlie principal figure is taken out in an enor¬ 
mous car, with a great number of wheels 
beneath which his votaries prostrate them¬ 
selves with the most undaunted resolution ; firm 


ly persuaded that by t^|p sacrificing their 
Jives, they shall pass immediately after death 
into a state of everlasting felicity. Well 

may we Stiy that, life and i in mortality 
were brought to light by the Gospel” 
since in regions where its sacred influence 
is unknown or unattended to, we sec such 
gross acts of folly and iuperstition as these, 
sanctioned by authority: may it please the 
Almighty^ disposer of events to hasten the 
period of their emancipation, that all man¬ 
kind may hail each other as brothers, and 
we may be brought together as one fold^ 
under one shepherd.’* 


Calcutta 
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Calculta, you know is on the Hoogly, ^ 
branch of the Ganges, and as you enter Gar* 
dcn-reach which extends* about nine miles 
below the town, tlie most interesting views 
that can possibly be i!na»,ined greet the eye. 
Tlit-i banks of the rivhr are as one may say 
abioluiely studded vyith elegant Inansions, call¬ 
ed here as at IVIadras, garden-houses, '^riiese 
houses are surrounded by groves and lawns, 

which descend to the waters edge, and pre¬ 
sent a constant succession of whatever can 
delight the eye, or bc-peak wealth and elegance 
in the owners. ^|||^ie uobic appearance of 
the river also, which is much wider than 
the I’liames at London bridge, together 
wi:h tile amazing yaricty of vessels Continu¬ 
ally passing on its surface, add to the beau¬ 
ty of the scene. $oiiie of these are so 
whimsically constructed as to charm by their 
novelty. X was much pleased with the snake 
boat in particular. liudgerowji somewhat 
resembling our city barges, are ^ery com¬ 
mon,—many of these are spacious enough 
to accomtuodate a large family. Besides 
these the difieren^ kinds of pleasure boats in- 

termixetX 
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termixed witla merc-antile vessels, and sTiipf* 
of war, render Ihe whole a ma^’nificent and 
beautiful moving j>;(»tnrc; at onee oxhilirating 
the heart, and charnung the, sei^^es : lor 
every object of sight is viewed through a 
medium that heightens its altraclion in tliit 
brilliant climate. 

The town or Calcutta reaches along th® 
eastern bank of the Hoogly; as you come 
up past Fort William and the Esplanade it 
has a beautiful appearance. Esplanade-row, 
as it is called, * which tVo^ the Fort, seem* 
to be compesed of palace^ the whole range, 
except what 19 taken up by the Governm«U 
and Council ht>uses, is occupied by the prin¬ 
cipal gentlemen in the settlement—no person 
bein«- allowed to reside in Fort William, but 
inch as are attached to the army, gives it 
gr*'n?!v the advantage over Fout St. George, 
.which is so incumbered with buildings of one 
kind or other, that it has more, the look of 
a town tlian of a military Garrison. Our 
Fort is also so well kept and every thing in 
•uch excclleiit order, that it is cpiitc a cu- 

rioaity to »ee it—all tlic slopes, banks, and 

ramparts 
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rampavtSj are covered with the richest verdure, 
which completes the enchantment oi the 
scene. iud I the general aspect of the 

; notwit;i.bia;uling’ the 

c{j'iU he thcrjiiometer seldom stand* 


1 '.. 


?-> Sv i: Lit' auern(n>n) I never 


raw <' : . i 'i;' 2 ;if’en Ilian adorns the sur- 

o 

I un<:}' ti-. —not that parched miserable 

l,M)k n i '‘ h o lands have durinj^ the snm- 

i.-ei* seats :—large lis^nres opening in the 
evrf’i, if all vegetation were suspended ; 
i'! Siict the copious dews which fall at night, 
inoistiire ^ the ground, and cause 
a ^ thick grass to spring up, which 

n.^.kes tiic liiiest food imaginable for the 
cafile. Bengal mutton, always good,, is at 
tiiiS period excellent-—! must not forget to 
tell you that here is a very gimd raca 
g;ound at a short distance from (Calcutta, 
which is a place of fashionable resort, 

for morning and evening airings. 


^j’hrough Mr. O’D’s kindness we ^’cre intro¬ 
duced to a ^very respectable Portuguese family 
v ho received ns with the greatest civility, 
Ujutiog us to take up our abode with them until 
wc cuuld provide ourselves with a house—Mr. 


Da 
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Da C-wds a widower, but his late tVife*s 

Sisters, who' resided with him, were born 
at Cliandernag'orc, (a French settlement be¬ 
tween twenty and thirty * miles higheif 
tp the river;) but ^rom long di&use they 
had lost the habit of speaking their native 

t 

language, though they understood it per¬ 
fectly; so I was forced to make out their 
Portuguese in the best manner 1 could, 
constantly answering in French. fn this 
way we frequently wnversed, I gained 
much information respec^ig the customs of 
tlie place the—price of prlRisions, and many 

other useful matters. 

• ^ 

Fortunately, throughout all oUr diflicullies 
we had preserved our letters of introduction, 

by keeping them always concealed about 
lis, togcihev with Mr. F——’s adnn’ssion to 
the Bar and other credentials, which were 
essentially necessary to his establishment here: 

80 that ray husband became immediately • 

known to Sir R. -who behaved to 

him with the utmost attention; and whose 


lady 
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kdy after hearing a little of my mclanclio^-y 
itory, and finding I was too much indispos¬ 
ed to admit of my paying my respects to 
licr^ had the* goodness to wave all eeremo- 
jiy^ and accompanied by her liusbancb 
to visit me at the house of the Portuguese 
merchant, which was a condescens!o\i llia.t 
1 Certaiuly had no right to expect. She is the 
the most beautiful woman 1 ever beheld, —in 
the bloom of youth; and there is an agi'ce- 
able frankness in her inai^iortr', that ci>' 

hances her loveliness, and renders her 

* 

truly fascinating’.# Her kindness towards me 
daily increases ; and she seems never weary 
of listening to tny sad story. She loves 
Me for the dangers I have passed, and I 
love her that she does pity them.’* 

29tii May. 

1 have delivered my letter of introducti¬ 
on to Mrs. H-on whom I should 

have waited long ago, had the state of my 
Iicallh aimilled of the exertien. She ro 
sides at Belvidere-liouse about, I believe., 
ivc mili^s from Calcutta, which is a great 

distance 
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distance at tliis season and for an invalid.' 
The Jadj was fortunately at home and had 
three of her inost^ intimate friends with her 
on a visit, one of lliein, Mas. Mottbj, 
a most charming’ woman. Mrs. II—-—t 
horscif, it is easy to perceive at the firs?: 

glance, i@ far superior to tljc generality of 
her sex ; tiionp;li her appearance is rather 
eccentric, owing to the circumstance of her. 

beautiful auburn hair being disposed in 
ringlets, throwing an air of elegant, nay 
almost infantine simplicity over the counte¬ 
nance, most admirably adapted to heighten 
the cUect intended to produced. Her 
whole dress too, though studiously becoming 
being\at variance with our present modes 
which are certainly not so, perhaps for that 
reason, &lie has chosen to depart from them-— 
as a foreigner you Hnow, she may be excus¬ 
ed for not strictly conforming to our fashi¬ 
ons ; besides her rank in the settlement sets 
her above the necessity ot.studying any thing 
but the whim of, the moment. It is easy ^ 
to perceive how fully sensible sh^j is of her 

H u ^ 


•wii 
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ovhn conseq\icnce. She is indeed raised to 
a giddy height” * aird expects to be treat¬ 
ed with the tn.csi prefound respect and de- 
fcrcnce. She j’eceived me civilly and insist¬ 
ed on my stfl}'ing dinner, v>hich 1 had no 
ir.dination to refuse, bat seemed not to evince 
jnnch sympathy when I s]ig!i(jy touclied on 
the misfortunes which bad befal’m me; nay 
&he even hinted that 1 had brought tljem 
on myself, by imprudently venturing on such 
an expedition out of mere curiosity. Alas I 

]\frs. H—--could not hnow what you 

arc well accpiaintcd with, that I undertook 

I 

I 

the journey with a view of preserving* my 
husband from dcslniclion, for had^ 1 not ae- 
c(»nipanifd him, aiul in many instances res¬ 

trained his extravagance and dissipated ha¬ 
bits, he would never, never, 1 am con¬ 

vinced, have reached Bengal, but have 

fallen a wretched sacrifice to them on 

* f • 

the way^ or perhaps through the violence 

I « • ' 

of his temper been involved in some dispute 
'wliich he W’as too ready to provoke but to 

\ 

retnrr:<.-T could not help feeling vexed at 

Mrs. 11-s observation, to say the best 

of 
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of it, it was unfeeling;—but I excuse ber. 
Those basking in the lap of prosperity can 
{ittle appreciate the sufferings or make 
allowance for the errors of the unfortunate ; 
whom they regard as alrnest beings of ano-< 
thcr order. . 

You will expect me to say something 
ot tlie house, which is a perfect bijou ^ 
most superbly fitted up with all that un¬ 
bounded alliuence can display; but still 
delicient in titat simple elegance which the 

wealthy so seldom attain, from the circum¬ 
stance of not being obliged to search for 
effect without much cost, which those but 
moderately rich, find to be indispensable. The 
grounds* a re said to be very tastefully laid out, but 
how far tiiis report is accurate 1 had no op¬ 
portunity of judging; the windows being 
all as it were hermetically closed ; sashes 
blinds, and every opening, except where 
tatties were placed to exclude the hot wind. 
This surprized me very much : but I un¬ 
derstand no method is so eifectual for that 
purpose. I was not permitted to take iny 
departure till the evening, when the fair 
lady of the mansion, dismissed me with ina- 

ny 
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iny jjeneral professions of kindness^ of w!ncl:| 

j * 

1 knew how to estimate the value. 

Next morning^ we received an invitation to 
the hall ^ivcK finnually on the King’s birth¬ 
day. This however I was under the ncccsi- 

« 

sity of declining on tlie plea of ill heahl^ 

^ • . N * m 

and Mr, F-—-could hardly ever bo 

persuaded to attend such formal assem-* 
hlics. 

When my husband waited on Sir E. J.—• 
the Chief Justice, to shew his credentials, ho 
met with a most flattering' reception. It so 

w 1 

happened that he was called to the Bar from, 
Ijiiicoin’s Inn himself, and seemed cpiite at 
home while perusing the papers, being ac-- 
qnainted with the hand-writing ol the oflicers 
who prepared them; and perhaps that cir^ 
cumstance might render him more partial. 
On Mr. F-—s expressing some appre¬ 

hensions Ust his having come out wdth- 

oiit leave of the E. I. Company might 
throw obstacles in the way of his ad¬ 
mission to the Bar here. Sir E---- 

indignantly exclaimed No Sir, had you 
dropped from the clouds with such docuj 

ments, we w’ould admit you. The Su¬ 
preme 
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pfeme Comt is independent tind will rievef 
Endure to lie dictated to; by any body of men 

whose claims are* not enforced by superi- 
or authority. It is nothing ‘to us whether 
you Jtffd, or had not ^permission from the 
''' Court of Directors, to proceed to this 
settlement; )on come to us as an authen- 
ticiited Engbsh Barristci^, and as such, 

we sbal! on the first day of the next Terni^ 
adn»it you to our Bar. ” Sir E — 

also olVcreJ to introduce him to Mr. Hyde 

which INIr. F-thankfully accepted. 

Do you not admire the high tone in which 
Sir E. delivers his sentiments ? There cxistjTy 
it sf*ems, a sirong jealousy between the Cj^-» 
T'crnmcnt and the Supreme Court, lest 

ebher should encroach on the prerogatives 
of the other. The. laUer not long since 

commiied Mr. Naylor the Company’s Altorney 
for sonic breach of privilege, who being in 

a weak state of licahb at the time, died in 

cbniincment,—this has increased the dilTerence, 
1 inercly mention (bis cn passant, for it 
regards not ns, let tliem quarrel, or agree; 

so the business of the Cotirt be not im- 

|)cded w® cannot suffer. BIr. F-—*— i§ 

already 
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already retained in several causes. I-ijs whole 
mind will now, I trust, be occupied witW 
his profession, and as his abilities have never 

been questioned, I flatter myself that He lul^5 
every reason to look forward to ultimate 
success. 


20th July. 

llyder Ally has at length thrown off the 
Inask, and commenced hostilities in good ear¬ 
nest. How providential was our liberation at 
that critical juncture! and my gratitude to 
Heaven was lately called forth in another in¬ 
stance—recently conversed w’iih a gentleman 
who crossed the Great Desert by way of Alep- 
po.—tie assures me that besides the "danger 

from the Arabs, there is so much more from 
other causes than in going over i/iai to 

Suez, that he is quite confident, I ti(fYev 
could have survived, tlie journey; or 
he added any European woman*’—therefore' 
on the whole we seem to have e::j)erienccd 
the lesser evil, though the alternative of 
falling into the bands of the enenrv was hor- 
rible! I am concerned to say that dread¬ 
ful reports are in circulation resp^ecting 

tile 
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tha excesies committed by Hythr’s troops in 
the Carnatic^ ))i^t the particulars are to shocl^* 
|n^ to be repeated.* 

You have no idea how busy I am. Lady 

C-has been kind cnougl^ to lend me 

some of her dresses, for mine to be made by 
—1 have commenced house-keeping, and ani 
arranging my establishment, which is no 
little trouble in a country where the servanta 
will not do a single thing, but that for 

whicli you expressly engage them nor cveit 
that willingly. I just now asked a man 
to place a small tabic near me; he began 

to bawl as loud as he could for the bear¬ 
ers to* come and help him Why dont 

you do it yourself’ said I ? rising a* 

I spoke to assist. Oh 1 no English, I 

Bengal man ; I no estrotig lUce Eng^ - 
lish ; one, itoo, three Bengal men can¬ 
not do like one Englishman.-- -Adieu 

remember you must write m.e long letter-Sj» 
you see even the heat has not reduced 

mine to a single ^heet. 1 trust that I shall 

never be found incapable of addressing 

J J 


Mr. 
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JVFr. P—--^unites iviFh in kind 

I?>enibrance9, 

J am ever most affectionately ymu’*?; 


LETTER XVI- 
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Letter xvf. 

Calcutta: Augo^. 

My Jbi:AR FjtiRNns, 

Ten thousand thank's for the precious 
jj)acket of letters 1 yesterday received: you can 
form no id>^!a of tlie eaxcrtiess with which 

w 

I Hew from tny dressing room; ai;d 

JVfr. P- ‘ -from his study at the 

joyful sound of letters froni England’. But 
my very eagerness wrought for a ^YhiLe its 
own disappointment ; for when I laid my 
liand^ on' the prize, I fell into a kind of 
hysteric, and it was some time before I 
Could “break the seals, and yet Would not 
suffer Mr. F — * to deprive me of the 
gratification for which I had so long pant¬ 
ed—o'fer such treasures who would not be 

ft iniiier—I Would not permit a single scrap 
to escape me till I had devoured the whole. 
Those only know what that impatient hunger 
of the heart is after information^ and the 


^ercoiirs^ 

^ 0 
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intercourse of affection, who have becfrt 
debarred as long as I bad been from objects 
so dear. 

I reloicC io find that the ChoTnlier 

de St. Liibin performed bis promi.se and 

« 

you now are in possession of every 
event Ibat occurred to us liil our arri'* 

Mi\ at INIocha. To kno\i^ that we bad pass¬ 
ed the deserf, that object of my dear mother"* 
dread and apprelieiision, must Iiave set her 
mind comparatively at ease ; Alas ! little did 
ihc suppose, bow far more horrible were 
the miseries that We had still to undergo ! 

thank Heaven, they are past.—I will quit the 
subject winch agitates me too much. 

I am happy to say (hat onr house is a ve¬ 
ry comfortable one, but we are surrounded 
by a set of thieves. In . Htiglawd, if ser¬ 
vants are * dishonest w’e punish them, oi* 

turn them away in disgrace, and their fate 
proves, it may be hoped, a warning to 
others ; but these wretches have no sense of 

t 

shame. 1 will give you an instance or 
two of their conduct, that you may perceive 
how enviably I am sUualed. My KhanSa- 
fnan (or house steward) brought in a charge 

of 
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t)f a gallon of milk and thirteen eggs, iot 
tiiciking sciircel)? a pint and half of ciislaid; 
this was so barefaced a cheat, that 1 refused 

to allow it, oil which he gave me warn¬ 
ing. 1 sent for another, and, after 1 had 
hired him, now sifid I, take iiotico 
friend, I have enquired into the market 
price of every article that enters my house 
and will submit to no imposition; you must 

therefore agree to deliver in a just account 
to me every morning'*—what reply do you 
think he made ? why he demauded double 

wages; you may be sure I dismissed him, 
and have since forgiven the first but not 
till he had salaai.icd to my foot, that ig 
placed his right liand under my foot,—tliig 
is liie most abject (okon of submission (alas! 
how much better sliouid 1 like a little com¬ 
mon honcbty.) I know him to be a rogue, 
and so are they all, but as he* understands 
Ine now, he will jjcrhaps be induced to usp 
lullici* more moderation in his attempts to 
defraud.~^At first he used to charge me wkli 
twelve ounces of butter a day, for each 
person ; now he grants that the consumption 
is only fpjur ounces. Ap if these peopte 


were 



trere Awdre that I am writing about tbe'nty 
they have very obligingly furnished me witli 
another anecdote. It scenia my comprodore 
(or market ^man) is gone away; he sa)'s 
poor servants have no profit by staying 
with me; at other gentlemen’s houi^es he 
always made a rupee d day at least! besides 
his wages; but here if he only charges air 

anna or two more^ it is sure to be taken 
off—So you see what a terribife creature I 
am. 1 dare say ycfu never gave irie Credit 
for being so close.—I find I was imposed on, 
in taking a comprodore at all ; the Khansa* 
man ought to do that business. Judge whe¬ 
ther I have not suHicient employment among 
there harpies ^ feeling as 1 do the .'necessity 
of a reasonable economy. It is astonishing, 
and would be amusing if one did not suffer by 

it, to see the various aits they will practice 
to keep a few annas in their hands^—for 
though the lawful interest of money is but 
twehe per Cent (enough you will say), yet 
twenty four is given by the shop-keepers, 
who vtill lend or borrow the Smallest sumff 
for a single day, and ascertain the precise 
interest to the greatest exactitude, having 

the 
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Uie advantage of cowrecs, 5 ISO of wliich go 
to rsake one rupee. The foolish custom 
W’hicl) subsists here of keeping Banians^ gives 
rise to a thousand deceptions^ ^ as no one 
pays or receives money but through the medium 
of these people who have their prodt oa 

every thing that comes into the house. 

» 

Tn order to give you an idea of my hous« 
hold expenses and tlie price of living here, 
f must inform yon that, our house costs on¬ 
ly 200 rupees per month, because it is not in 
a part of the town much esteemed ; other?* 
i^'ise we must pay 3 or 400 rupees; we 
are now seeking for a better situation. We 
were frequently told in England you know, 
that the heat in Bengal destroyed the appe¬ 
tite, J must own that I never yet saw any 
proof of that; on the contrary I cannot 
help thinking that I never saw an equal 
quantity of victuals consumed. Wc dine too 
at two o'clock, in the very heat of the day. 

At this moment Mr. F-is looking 

out with an hawk’s eye, for his dinner; and 
though still much of an invalid, 1 have no 
doubt of being able to pick a bit myself. 
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I will {^ive yon onr bill of fare, and tho 
ncral prices of tilings. A soup, u roast fowl, 
curry and rice, a muttofi pie, a fore quar¬ 
ter of lamb, a rice pudding, tarts, very good 
f’heeso, fresh cluirncd butter, fine bread, cx- 
cello'd Madeira (lliat is expensive but eata- 
b'es are very cheap,)—a whole sheep c.ost^ but 
two rupees ; a lamb one rupee, six good 
fowls or ducks ditto—twelve pigeons ditto—twedve 
pounds of bread ditto—two pounds butter ditfo; 
and a joint of veal ditto—good eheese two 
months ago sold at the enormous price of 
three or four rupees per pound, but no\Y 
you may buy it for one and a half—Engli‘i|;i 
claret sells at this tiius for sixty rupees a 
dozen. There’s a price Tor you !• f need 
not say tint much of it will not be seen at 
our table; now and then we arc forced to 
produce it.^ but very seldom. I assure you 
much caution is rcf\nislto to avoid running 
deeply in debt—Vne facility of obtaining cre¬ 
dit ia beyond what I could have imagined; 
the Kurope shop keepers are always ready 
to sen d in goods; and the Banians are so 
anxious to get into employment, that they 
out bid each other. One says master 
** better take me, I will advance five tljiou.- 

•an4 
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land rupees*'—anotlier olTers seven, an^ 
perhaps a third ten thoi’siiud : a Company’* 

arrvanl pavticidaHy will always find nuinhors 
reiuly to support his cvlrnfa^anco. It * is 
not iincornnioii to ^wriient within a few 
niontlis afier their arrivals dashing’ a wav on 
the course four in hand : a'liowin*^ for iho 
inconsideratencss f»f voiilh. is it surorMoir- 

if many become deeply cm bar rased ?- -ie- 

veral h ive been pointed out to me, \v;jo in 
the roMr^o of two or tiirco years, have in-f 
tSiems/lves almost beyond hope of rcr 
(lemption. The intcM'cst of money here bciii^ 

twelve per Cent and the Banian takin^^ care 
to leourc bonds for whatever he advances, 
making’ up the account yearly and adding* 
the sum due for interest, his thoiiglitlcsf 
master^ (ns lie calls him, but in fact his. 
slave) soon finds his debt doubled, and dare* 
not complain unless he has the means o£ 

•9 

release which alas! are denied him.^ 

I should have told you before that Mr.' 
p-^vas admitted 'an advocate in the 

S.yprL'me Court, op the IGth June,—haa. 

* 

K X. 
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been engaged in several causes, 'whcreiix 

lie acquitted himself to general tatisfnetion 

and is at present as busy*as can be desired. 

* 

Kvevy one seems willing to encourage him 
and if lie coiUinne> but his own friend, all 
will, I fell j'crsuiuled, go well with us, 
and wc shall c«;liect our shuro cd' L’old-niohnrs, 
as .veil as our neighbours.-'I lihe to see 
the briefs come in well em)i:;‘;h. ^riie fees arc 
much higher here than in llngland, so }ou 
will say they oughl” and I perfectly agree 
with you, 


Sir U. C-mot witli an accident 

some weeks ago (by jumping out of a car¬ 
riage ulicn tlic horses were restive) ‘ which 
cenhiu’d him to his house a long while but 
he is now reco\eiing; I was a good deal 
vexed bpth on his own account poor man, 

and because INIr. F-was d(‘prived of 

his friendly aid. 1 have seen little of my 

kind patroness since, for she goes scarce any 
where w ithout her husband—we w ere to dine 
with them the very day ^ the circumstance 
happened. They are gone up the country 

and will not return for some months. 

\ 

i # 


19th 



[ 259 ] 


31tii AuctsT, 

t have received another packet and rejoice 
to hear you are idi goin^’ on so well. They 
talk of a frigate being soon tp sail, in whieli 

case J shall close and dispnlcli this.-As 

I propose sending you a regular suppl}^ of 

Calcutta Gazettes, there can he no necessity 
to fill my letters nllh political informfition. 
1 trust that in a short time Ilydcr, will be 
c^Tectually humbled. 

Mr. H-has visited tis several 

times ; and is now quite complaisant to 

]\fr. F--—This is the way of the 

world you know, and of course to he c.v- 
pected from such a slave to outward circuni- 
stance, such a mere summer friend’" af? 
this man ever evinced Ijirr.sclf.—By his ac¬ 
count the hardships they Underwent would 
very soon have destroyed so poor a' creatnre 
as I was at that time: so that the difficul¬ 
ties we fell into, though at the moment of* 
suflerinjr so deplored, proved eventually our 
safe^imrd in more respeefs than one. Had we 
not touched at Calicut, I am fully 'persuad¬ 
ed wc should have been shipwrecked^ and 

K & 2 


had 
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had not my illness furnished, a pretext for 

detaining us there after the rest, I should 
have died among those crncl people in the 
r'.rs'. s>K^cking way imaginable, siwce tliey 
were to - a ;on'g while absciutcly destitute 

r 

cv'ry neresj Hiy’. ^Vha.t sliort-sig'atod boings 
we are! i.uw futile, how defective our b -st 
Ibiiued culeniatious! I have sometimes picas- 
<*d inVself (I hope not ini])roperly) with the 
idea, iimt the pow(*r of disreniing rb'aily <he 
beneficent designs of providence daring oui* 
earthly pilgrimage, and of perceiving (hat in 
a thousand instances Lkc these, a rougli and 
stony path has led to safely and ultimate 
' liappiness, may he intended to form part 
of our enjoyment in a future state, wherein 
we arc taught that to contemplate tuc Su¬ 
preme Being in his perfections will consti¬ 
tute the height of bliss.-Let me have your 

sentiments on the subject ; its discussion cart 
do neither of us harm and may lead to im- 
j[)rovcment, 

IBth September. 

l 

1 have nothing particular to add—my hcaUh 
Continues very good considering all tliingi 
^his is a duU time! vacations are always 

•a 
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Mv> to profeMional people. God blest you end 
grant ut a happy meeting—our prospects are 
good; nothing but*t^e grossest misconduct 
<siin prevent our success. Adieu • 

Yeurs • moit affectionately 

E. P. 


LETTBI^ lYll; 
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LETTER XVII. 

1 

^ Calcutta, 27th September. 
i(/r T>EAn Frtends, 

T(ie bad news I Iiintod at some time affo’ 

is already avcns:"d ; and a ranch more sc- 
rious affair Iia«i liapponcd sinro, bnt the 
present I must relale what hns orcnpled a 
great deal of attention for some day.s past ; 
no less than a duel between tiic (.Governor 
Genenil and the first io Council, Mr. Fnincls; 
there were two shots fired, and llic (Gover¬ 
nor’s second fire took place; he imihediaiely 
ran up to his antagonist and (?.\prcs‘^ed his 
sorrow for what had happened, which I dare 
say was sincere, for he is said to be a ve¬ 
ry amiable man. Happily the ball was soon 
extracted; " and if he escape fevc!’, there is 
no doubt of his speedy recovery. Wha^ 
gave occasion to the quarrel is said to have 
l#cn an offensive Minute entered on the 
Council hooks by Mr. Trancis, which he 
refused to rescind; hut being unacquainted 

with 
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with the paFticulars, 1 have as little right as 
inclination to make any comments on the 
sul)j(.‘ct—It always vexes me to hear of such 
things. What a shocking custom is that of 
duellir.g! yet there are^ times when mea 
niay bo so situated that, as the world goes,' 
one knows not how they could act otlicr- 
wiso; much may be cllectod by the ju- 
diiious interference of friends, but those 
([ualiliod for the task are rarely to be met 
with. Mr. Francis is highly respected here, 
and being now at the head of uliat Is called 
tlie opposition party, his death would be se- 
verely felt by many who ailed great indif¬ 
ference about the event. 

Since I wrote last we have had a gooddea 
of trouble with our Mohametan servants, on 
account of an old custom ; not one of them would 

toach a plate on which pork bad been laid— 
so that whenever we had any at table our 

plates remained, till the cook or his mate 
came up to change them. This being 

represented as a religious prejudice, I felt itrf 
right to give wa^, however ridiculous it 

might appear, in fact it wai an incanveni- 


ence 
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ence ytt felt in common with the whole 

» \ 

leltlcmfnt, except the g’Gnttemen-of the Army 
who had long before emancipated tlicmselve* 
from any sach restraint; finding this to bo 
yealiy the case the whole of (he Muroponi 
inhabitants agreei! (o insist upon their 
fervAiits doing the same as those of fh« 
officers at the Fort, or (|'iilting their p'aces. 
They cliose the latter a’ternative, and as 

4f 

t-i'"ir prr'udices run very high in all reh-rions 

a J O ^ 

we were in doubt whether they 
Stould not prefer Buffering the greatest 
“'Atrcniity rather, than toiiah the very vessels 
s\hi(li contained this abhorred food,—but 
bcliold isi about four days they came back 
again rccjuesting to be reinstated ; ^ and ac- 
knouledging' that the only penalty incurred 
by touching the pl.ites was the neccvssity 
of bathing afterwards: from this you may 
judge of their excessive idleness; however 
all now goes on well and wc hear no more 
of their ubjectiou— 

The serious affair at which I hinted in tha 
beginning of this letter, was the cutting 
•tr Ct)l. Bailiie’s detachment with dreadful 
•laughter. 1 trust " we •hall soon have ample 

jevenge^ 



revenge, for that fine old veteran Sir Eyr^ 
Coota is about to take 4he fujd and li!‘* 

very name \Yill strike those iiiuliscipHncd 
hordes Y^itU terror—Oh how* I feel inter- 
osted in the event I • 

Nothing surely can be more diia- 

g-reeable than the weather here at pre- 

s<int, it is very hot witii scarcely a 

breath of. air stirring; a^nd such swarms of 
insects buzzing about, but beyond all the 
bug lly is disgusting—one of them will scent 
a room; they are in form like a ladybird 
but their sincU is a thousand times more of¬ 
fensive^ than that of our bugs. A good 
breeze Vould disperse them alf, but that w« 
must not expect till the monsoon changes, 

that is, about the middle of next mo;.Ui; 

* ■» , 

I never toid you tfiat one of tlie Captain* 
wlio had clmrge of us Calicut made his es¬ 
cape some months ago, aud camp to ask our 
s^ssistange till fie could get employment up thfe 

country. Mr. F—rgave him a lower 

» 

and he remained with us several weeks: 

• . L i* ' 
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his tiame is West. This was the marf 
from whom we collected intelligence of the 
plots laid against us there^ and which had 

nearly proved successful. West is a stout 

«■ 

fellow accustomed' m his early days to la¬ 
bour, and seasoned to the climate ;—he is 
gone up to Patna, in charge of some boats 
and is to remain there. Ayres used to treat 
him vesy ill at times, and he says aftenrpted 
more than once to assassinate him, because 
he refused to concur witli a party that 
Avres headed, consisting of six or eight 
abandoned wretches whose intention it was 
to cut off several of the more opulent na¬ 
tives secrvtltj^ and possess themselves of their 
effects ; while they sluxuld contrive to fix the 
guilt of the transaction on some persons 
who were obnpxious to Uicm. West threa¬ 
tened to reveal the whole plot, on which they 
pretended to abandon it, but he soon found 
tlieir object was to rid themselves of him ; 
and he effected his escape in a canoe (at 
the utmost risk of perishing in the attempt) 
to Cochin/ from whence he easily got a 
passage to Bengal.* What a horrible* fellow 
is tha't A 3 rea! surely he will meet his de¬ 


serts 
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starts t should the lahc him he will 

he shot instantly as a deserter. 

We have found out a ncpliew of Isaac’s* 
Uaiiicd Daiiieh he is a man of no f^reat const - 
ijuence here^ either it> point of situation or 
circumstances though not absolutely poor :— 

\ve asked him to dinner, and endcavowed by 
every means in our power to evince the 
grateful sense we entertain of his worthy un¬ 
cle's kindness and beneficence* 


3d NoVkmuer. 

Since my last date I have the pleasure 

to acknowledge the receipt of another packet 
from .Engiaiid, with Ih^ gratifying mtelli- 
gence*that you were all well on the <ih of 
April. My time has passed very stupidly 

for sonve months, but the town is now be¬ 
ginning to filh—people are returning for the 
cold season. Term has commenced, and 

p— --has no -reason to complain 

of business falling ofl’; if he fall itftt fr<>m 

it, all will be well. My first Patroness 

Lady .C<-is returned from her tour 

* Ju t 2 
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l)ut Sir Robert baving purchased an elegant 
mansion in Calcutta, (for which he is to pny 
£ 6,000 in England) hci' Ladysliip has full 
employment in» arranging and fitting up her 
new abode; so that I see but little of her; 

t 

she is Iiowc\er always kind and full of con¬ 
descension towards me when wc do meet. 

I9rn l)rcE3TRrK, 

j\fr. Fav has met with a gentleman her» 

4 

a l>r. Jacks-on who comes from 'the senic 
p«nt of Ireland, and knows many of Ins 
connection'*; they soon hecajr.e inliinn.e. 

Dr. J-ib phys'eian to (h.c r(>mpi.nv. ; .d ai 

very high prar’ice beMchs; I have been 

I 

•visited by the wlxde family. The eldest son 
a fine noble looking young man, is a 
Lieutenant in llie Army, and hu.s knely mar- 
lied a vtry pretty Utile woman, who came 

out in the same slop under the protection 

of his mother; as did Miss C-y a 

,most amiable and interesting young La¬ 
dy, who now resides with them. They 
have not bccit long arrived. The Doctor’s 

Lady 
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Lady is a native of Jamaica and IHiC tiio|c 
cliildten of the snnj frank and hospita¬ 
ble to a degree—fdiul •f social parties in the 
old where the song •and merry jcNt 

circulate round the fcs-liye board” particnlar- 
3y after sapper. Dinner parties they seldom 
give ; hnt 1 have been present at scAoral 

ck'^jvr.n.re since the coniinenccmcnt of the cold 
# 

seayon, TliC dinner hour as I mentioned before 
is two, and it is customary to sit a long 
while at table ; particularly -during the cold 
season ; for people here are mighty fond 
of grills and stews, nhich they season them¬ 
selves, and geiicraily maki:' v.*rv hot. The 
Ibirdwan stew fehrs ;> <|‘'nl 'of , il ?!« 

composed of every thing at i-d(, dc.di 

and fowl ;—.somewhat like the S^-aiiish Ol’a 
Podrida,—]\Fany suppose that unless pte- 

pared in a siUcr saucepan it cannot he go<»d; 

• 

on tin's point I must not presume to give 
an opinion, being satisfied with plain food; 
and never lasting any of these incentives to 
luxurious indulgence. During dinner a good 
de\ <of wine is diiank* but very Tittle after 
tile cloth is removed; except in iBachetorji 

partic!* 
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parties^ as they are called; for the custom 

of reposing’ if not of sleeping after dinner 

€ 

is BO general that the streets of Calcutta 
are from four to five in the afternoon almost 
as empty Europeans as if it were mid¬ 

night—Next come the evening airings to the 
Course were every one goes^ though sure 
of being half suffocated with dust. On return¬ 
ing from thence, tea is served, and uni- 
fOrsally drank here, even during the ex¬ 
treme heats. After tea, either cards or 
music fill up the space, Hill ten, when sup¬ 
per is generally announced. Five card loo 
is the usual game and they play a rupee a fi^h 
limited to ten. Tins will strike you as 
being enormously high but it is thought no¬ 
thing of here. Tre dille and ^Vhist are much 
in fashion but ladies seldom join in the latter; 
for though ths stakes are moderate, bets fre¬ 
quently run high among the gentlemen whicli 
renders those anxious who sit down for 

amusement, lest others should lose by their 

blunders. 

« 

Formal visits arc paid in the evening; 
they are generally very .short, as perhaps^ 

each 
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each lady has a dozen to make and a party 
waitin«r for her at home besides. Gentle* 
men also call- fo offer their respects and if 
asked to put down I heir hatj it is consider- 

» 

ed as an invitation to supper. Many a 
hat have I Heen vainly dangling in its owner's 
hand for half an hour, who at last has been 
compelled to withdraw without any ohe'a 
offering to relieve him from the burthen. 

Great prepar«nftions are making |for the 
Christmas, and New year’s public balls • 
of course yon will not expect me to write 
much till they are over; nor to own the 
truth a>n I in spirits, having great reason to 

be dissatisfied with Mr. F-s conduct.,' 

Instead of cultivating the intimacy of those 
who might be serviceable or paying the ne¬ 
cessary attention to persons in power; I 
ran scarcely ever prevail on him to accom¬ 
pany me even to Dr. J—-ns' who is ge¬ 
nerally visited by the first * people; but he 
cannot endure being subjected to the forms 
of society—some times he has called on Sir 

K,, C -but the other Judges he has 

never icon, except on the bench since his 

admission: 
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atoission: he ilitl not even accept Sir ©. 

I< r -' . . ■*g obliging offer to introduce hin> 

tt> Mr, H--^e but suffered INIr. Setily 

to- perform tlrat 'cercmonyj and when the Cliicf 
Just 4 :e advanced to avxoinpany him, In* was 
forced to ackno\vlcdg;c that tie hu;l bi'on 
ready, introduced,—upon wliich the ^roat niaa 
turned on his heel and hardly ever noticed 
Jn‘m afterwards. This happened, on lh« 

dav Mr. F-was admitted to the bar 

•/ 

at Mr. H—e’s public breakfast at whose Iiousa 
the professional gentlemen all meet on thci 
first day of every Term and go fruiii thence 
in procession to the Court House. I will 
now close this letter in the hope of having 
better accouiiU to give you in my next. 

Your’s affectionately 

E. F. 


LETTER XVIII. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Calcutta, 27t& Jan. 1881. 

My Dear Sister.* 

Since my last we have been enga|i^c(l in 
H perpetual found of gaiety—keeping Christ¬ 
mas, as it is called, though sinking into 
disuse at home, prevails here with all its 
ancient festivity. The external appearance 
of the English gentlemen’s houses on Christ- 
mas-day, is really pleasing from its novel¬ 
ty. Large plantain trees are placed on each 
aide of the principal entrances, and the 
gates and pillars being ornamented with 
wreaths of flowers fancifully disposed, enliven 
the scene) 

All the servants bring presents of fish and 

fruits from the Banian down to the lowest 
menial ; for these it is true we are obliged 
in many instances to make eL return, perhaps • 
beyond the real value, but still it is consi- 

M M 


dered 
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dercd as a compliment paid to our hiirrah 
dirt (great day.) A public dinner is given 
at the Government house to the gentlemen 
of the Presidency, and* the eveiiing con¬ 
cludes vrith an elegant Ball & Supper for 
the Ladies. These are repeated on New 
year’s day and again on the King’s birth 
day. I should say have been, for that grand 
testival happening at the hottest season, and 
every one being obliged to appear fall 
dressed, so much inconvenience resulted from 
the immense croud, even in some cases severe 
fits of illness being the consequence, that it 
has been determined to change the day of 
celeb»v‘ion to the 8th of December which 
arrangement gives general satisfaction.—* 
I shjsil not attempt to describe these splen¬ 
did entertainments farther than by saying that 
they were in the highest style of magnifi¬ 
cence : in fact such grand parties so much 
resemble each other, that a particular detail 
would be unnecessary and even tiresome. 

1 felt far moie gratified some time agO^ 
when Mrs. Jackson procured me a ticket for 
the Harmonic which was supported by a select 

number 
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imuiber of gentlemen who each in alphabett* 
cal rotation gave a concert, ball, and sup¬ 
per, during the cold season ; I believe once 
a fortnight—that I attended \vas given by a 
]\Ir. Taylor, wliich clesed the subscription 
and I understand • it will not be renewed, 
a circuipstance generally regretted as it was 
an elegant amusement and conducted on a 
very eligible plan. Wc had a great deal of 

delightful music, and Lady C-who is a 

capital performer ©n the harpsichord played 
amongst other pieces a Sonata of Nicolai's 
in a most brilliant style. A gentleman wbci 
was present and who seemed to be quito. 
charmed with her execution, asked me the 
next evening, if I did not think that jig 

Lady C>-played the night before, was the, 

prettiest thing I ever heard ? lie meant the 
gondo which is remarkably lively ; but I 
dare say Oyer the water to Charley** 
would have pleased him equally well. 

Mrs. II- -^was of the party; she 

* 

came ill late, and happened to place herself 
on the opposite side of the room., beyond ^ 

Mm2 


jpeakinsc 



fpealiing distance, so strange to tell, I quite 
for^r.t she ^vas there ! After some time had 

c 

tlrtpsed, my observant friend ^Ir«. J ■ 
who had been impatiently watching’ my 
looks, asked if I hafJ paid my respects to 
the Lady Governess ? I answered in the 
negative, having had no opportunity, as she 
had not chanced to look towards me when 

1 was prepared [to do so. Oh, replied the 
kind old lady, you must fix pour eyes ou 
“ her, and never take them ofl^ Uill she no- 

tices you; Miss C-r-y has done this, 

and so have I; it is absolutely r.eccssary 
to avoid giving offence.’* I followed her pru¬ 
dent advice and was sioon honoured with a 
complacent glance, which I returned as bc- 
eaine me by a most respectful bend. Not 
long alter slie walked over to our side and 
conversed very affably with me, for we are 
now through Mrs. Jackson^s interference 
on good terms together. 

She also introduced me to Lady C—• 

and her inseparable friend Miss Molly R- 

It was agreed between them when they 
iver* both girls that, whichever married 
* first 



[ m ] 

iiriit tJhc other was to live with her; 
and accord! ng;ly when Sir K-took 

his lady from St. ’Helena, of which place 
her father was ^)yeriior, ’ JN'fiss Molly who 
is a native of the ^ island nccompariiedl 
them to England and from thence to India, 
where she has remained ever since;—^thna 
g^iving a proof of steady attachment not 
often equalled and never perhaps excelled* 

19tii Febru.iry. 

Yesterday being the Anniversary of 
•iir release from imprisonment, we invit-* 
cd Dr. Jackson’s family, Mr. O’Donnell 
and some other friends to assist in its, ce- 

lebration ; I eall it my "Jubilee day’ and 
trust my dear friends at home did not 
forget the occasion. 

This reminds me to tell you that Sudder 
Khun and Ayres our chief enemies, have 

both closed their career of wickedness. 
The former died of wounds received he- ’ 
fore Tellicherry ; and the latter having 
repeatedly advanced close to the lines of 
that place, holding the most contemptuous 

language 
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lanrt’uacje and indecent gestures towards 
the Officers; setting every one at defiance 
and dariiig thoni to fire at him, (I sup¬ 
pose in a s/atc, of intoxication, miserable 
wretch !) was at length picked oil', to use 
,*3 miiihiry phrase.—Too Iwnourablc a death 
for such a monster of iniquity. IMy hope 
was, that he would have been taken 
prisoner, and afterwards recognised * and 
shot us a deserter. 

Poor West is also dead; lie never 

reached bis destiuution-the boat he 

went up in, by some accident struck on 
a .sand bunk and nearly all on board pe- 
riilud. 


26th March. 

A Fri gate being ordered to sail for Eu¬ 
rope with dispatches from Governipent, I 
shall avail m 3 self of the occasion, and 
close this letter with a few remarks ou 
our theatrical amusements. 

The house was built by subscription; it is 
very neatly fitted up, and the scenery and de¬ 
corations quite equal to what could be cxpect- 

here 



Iicre. The parts are entirely represented by 
amateurs in the drama—no hired p^jtformcis^ 
being’allowed to act. ^ I assure you 1 havfe seen 
characters supported in a manner that \vt>uld 
not disgrace any European stage. 
Preserved was exliibll(/d some time ag-^f 
when Captain Call (of the Arm\) ]\ir. i^rex 
(a member of the Board of Trade) and 
liicutenant Norfar in Jatlier, Pierre, 
and Belvidcra shewed very superior theatri¬ 
cal talents. The latter has rather an ef¬ 
feminate appearance off the stage, yet I 
am told he is a very brave Onicer when 
on service ; and tbor.gli always dressocl as 
if for a ball, when be makes Iiis ajipc'irnnre, 
is ainoijg the most alcr^ in a moment of 
danger. T cannot imagine how he contrivei 
it, for the present mode of arranging the 
hair requires a great deal of time to make 

it look tolerable ; however this is said to 

he the case.-One of the ciiicf ineonve- 

nieiices in establishments of this kind, is 
that the performers being independent of 
any controiil, will some limes persist in 
taking parts to which their abilities are 
by no means adeqiuiate;—this throws an 
air of ridicule over the whole, as the spec¬ 


tators 
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fators are too apt to indtilg^e their nairtb 
Oft the least opening of that kind: in fact 
many go to see a tragedy fat the express 
purpose of enjoying a laugh^ ivhich is 

r 

certainly very illiberal and must prove de¬ 
trimental to the ho][)es of an enfant insti¬ 
tution like the one in question :—for my own 
part 1 think such a mode of passing an 
evening highly rational; and were I not 
debarred by the expence^ should seldom miss 
a representation—but a gold mohur is really 
too much to bestow on such a temporary 
gratihcalion. Adieu—I shall write again 
soon. 

Your^s most affectionately 

E. P* 


LETTER XIX; 
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LETTER XIX. 

Calci/ttAj 26 tr, May".’ 

m 

My Dejr SisTEify 

You must have pei’ceived that the style of; 
my letter'i for sonie mon*h3 past has beer^ 
CO 11 .strainoil, nor could possibly be otherwise ; 
for not wialiing to grieve your affectionate, 
heart by a recital of IIk* mefancholy change 

in niy prospects^ occasioned, by Mr. P-—*s 

imprudent behaviour, I was reduced to 
enlarge on less impo^’tant subjects. Some hintsf 
hpwcvc’r escaped me wliich must have led 
you to suspect that all was not going orx 
properly ; but his conduct of late has been, 
such that FfO hope remains of his ever 
feeing able to prosecute his profession here. 


Ever , since our arrival he. has acted ia 
every respect directly contrary to my ailr 
vjee—By constantly associating witli persons 
who had distinguished themselves by thwarting 

N N 

*4 


the.. 
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the measures of Government,—he soon 
became equally obnoxious. On one occasion 
when a tax was proposed to bo levied on 
houses, several meeting’s were held at our 
house, wherein he openly insisted on the 
illegality of such a procedure, and encou¬ 
raged his new friends to assert their indepen- 
dance. I remonstrated in the strongest terms 
against measures so pregnant with evil, and 
which must terminate in utter ruin, if not 
speedily abandoned ; the character of our chief 
ruler beinjr well known ;—he w’ill never 
desert a friend or forf^hc an enemy; what 
chance then has an individual who rashly 
incurs his resentment of escaping its bane¬ 
ful effects ? all this and more I repeatedly 
but alas vainly urged—my representations 
were as heretofore treated with contempt: 
he still persevered, giving himself entirely 
up to low and unworthy pursuits, while his 
professional duties were wholly neglected 
and his best friends slighted. 

We were frequently ‘invited to parties 
which he as constantly evaded, leaving me 

to 
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to make what cxcu&cs I could for his absence.--* 
My dear kind Patroness Lady C-still conti¬ 

nues on my accoui^t to shew him attention as 

do the Jacksons and some few others; she 
« 

has lately added a son to her family ;—t 
was with her at the ^ time, and the sweet 
infant seems to have formed closer lies be¬ 
tween us. On a late occasion however she 

was compelled to speak plainly. The chris¬ 
tening' is to take place in a few days; 
Sir E-and Lady 1-have ofiered 

to stand for the child, and Lady C -- 

wishes me to be present, hut Sir E-- 

positively refuses to meet ?di'. p——i— 
who of course cannot be included ; so unless 
1 can •reconcile him to the oinisaion 1 must 
rcniuiu at home also. 


3 d Jvne. 

The grand ceremony is over, I had no ditli- 

culty with Mr. F-he declared himself 

pre-engaged the instant 1 mentioned the sub¬ 
ject, and insisted that 1 should make some • 
apology for J)im which was readily pro- 

N N 2 


iiiiSed 
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tniscd—You tnay suppose that I isouW not 
under such circumstances eim v much plea¬ 
sure though Sir E-and Lad} behaved ve* 

ty graciously. But the id thal my husband 
\vns so totally proscribe-, here be might havO 
figured among the l\v . <'st Xiierced my very 
soul; was I force., u) put on the 'ap- 

pcaianre of cheerbf ' ='«. that I might secnl 
lo receive as a compliment what was certain¬ 
ly "so intended. The public r<Unitcnanco 

of Lady C-and being admitted to 

iucli a select party canned bui operate fa¬ 
vourably for me at this crisis, when 1 shall 
Stand so much in need of support. 

24tii June. 

Though term is noW far advanced, Mr. 

p-has scarcely a brief. Tiie altornevs 

are positively afraid to employ him; and 
causes have acLiiallv come on with two ad- 
vocates on one side and one on the other, 
lathor tjian permit him to appear in them. 
W hat a noble opportunity of making an 
ample fortune is thus wantonly ^thrown a- 

^ WBy! 
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Xfmy 1 Heaven grant me patience. 1 have 
cnly this rellection to console me, llv.U every 
effort in my powea has been miule to ward 
off the blow which is now^ inevitable. 

I yesterday confided ib Lady C— -my 

real situation ; who (ou iny stating Unit INlr. 

l-T-inuf^t certainly be obliged to cpiit 

the Settlement very shortly,) with ilie utmost 
Ivindne-^s insisted on my making her house, 
iny home whenever tliat eviJiit should taka 

place; and Sir 11-has in the most 

cordial way inforced the invilation—Thus 

Ihrmigh the goodness of Providence am I 

provided with a secure and highly r<>i’prchilde 
a^ylniiij. till a passage to Eurojie ran be 
obtained on moderate terms, a difficult mat¬ 

ter to accomplish. 

ITtit Ji it. 

On the last day of the present month we 
must quit our house; and v\hen my husband 
and I mav reside under llie same roof to- • 

m* 

y 

gather again. Heaven alone ran tell. It is 
astonishing to see with what apparent un¬ 
concern he giipports the shock; but -tlie 

acquisition 
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acquisition of a new Patron Ijes raised hi» 

spirits. Colonel W——-a man of superior 

abilities and immense fortune has been long: 
a determined o])pc)ser of Government, and 

f 

the bitter enemy of Sir E. 1-against 

whom he has set an impeachment on foot, 
to prosecute which it is requsite tlji*t a con¬ 
fidential agent should serve the process on 
the dclend'aiit here, and proceed to Eog- 
land with the necessary docuinenis. I\fr’ F-- 

has contrived to get himself appointed (o 

this office : he has drawn up a set of articles 

% 

many copies of which are preparing by 

Bengalee writers, who though tiicy profess 
to understand English and arc tolerably 

correct in copying what is put before them, 
know not the meaning of any thing they 
write ; a great convenience this to such as 
conduct ailairs that rccpiirc secrecy, since 
the persons employed, cannot, if they were 

so dis])osed, betray their trust. Colonel —* 

never comes here; all is carried on with 

an air of pix)found mystery—I like not such 
proceedings and doubt if any good can come of 
them, bu^ I dare not interfere nor drop 


even 
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fjveii a hint which might lead to suspici¬ 
on that any thing extraordinary is going 
forward. Tlie duty* of a wife which is pa¬ 
ramount to all other civil obligations^ compels 
me silently to witness wh'^t is beyond iny pov^- 
er to counteract ; although the character of a 
highly revered iViend is obliquely glanced 
at, and may be in future more seriously 
implicated in the business—you will guess 
to whom I allude—Adieu you shall hear from 
me again when I change my abode. 

Your’s affectionately 

E. F- 


LETTER XX; 
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LETTJiR XX. 

f 

Cau'15'it.^j 52Stu At-eWj, 

\ 

J?fr Be. in Si.^teji^ 

t 

Since I Vv’i’ote last, my feelings b^ve been, 
harrasscd in various v.’a\s aliiost beyond en¬ 
durance—?t!r. Fay quitted me on tlic 31st 
Viltinio, and the rest of tliat day was devot¬ 
ed to the distressing (however just loid ne¬ 
cessary) task of dclrverliig back such articica 
of furniture as had not been paid for, t<> 

the persons who supplied us with them ; and. 
jilso returning whut had been borrowed of 
different friends for our convenience what 
remained was taken possesssion of next inorn- 
^ whom my unfortunate 

hushmid had given a bond for money ad¬ 
vanced on the most exorbitant terms, to. 
support his extravagance. Thus am 1 left dis-, 

titutc of every thing but my clothes^ to en¬ 
dure the wretched effects of bia iirn)rudence, 

wltk 
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with n constitution weakened hy the sutTerin^f 
apd privc^tionSj 1 underwent during my event •• 
t'ul journey, added to the dread which 1 
cgnnot avoid feeling lest th^ unlucky blow 
I received in Calicut should be productive 
o^ serious consequences* 

Lady C ■—"—■welcomed me as a sister, sht 
wishes me to accompany her every where but 
time alone can reconcile me tq general socie¬ 
ty ;—The very day of my removal here, a cir¬ 
cumstance was disclosed that determined me no 
longer to bind my destiny with that of a man 
who could thus set at defiance all ties divine 
a/id human. After consulting my legal friends 
1 demanded a separation, to which he hay- 
ing consented, a deed was drawn up by 

S,-under the inspection of Sir 

H C-in the fiillest manner possible 

rendering me wholly independent of Mr.. 

p'-authority, with power, to make 

a will &c. in shbrt conceived in the strongest 

terms our language could supply. I have ap¬ 
pointed Mr. G. Jones Solicitor of Lin¬ 
coln’s Inn and Mr. Me Veagh one 

O o 


•f 
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of the masters in Chancery here to act a« my- 

Trustees. Two more respectable men 1 cou!i\ 

not have chosen. You ray dear sister, who 

know better t!|an any one, what exertions 

I have used, and what sacrifices I liave vain^ 

\ 

/j/ made for this most unf^ratcful of beinn^s, 
will not be surprised to lind that even mi/^ 
patience was not proof against this Inst out- 
rage. 

Bnt let me dismiss the halcful subject mcre« 
ly stating that the deeds were signed o\i the 
11th instant. His secret is sate with me, 

though when \vc met on tliat occasion he 
had the insolence to hint his belief that out 
of revenue 1 should divulge it. So let him. 
still think, for Ji deigned no reply except 
by a look ; when I with secret triumph be¬ 
held his hitherto undaunted eye sink heneatU 

the indignant glance of mine. 

\ 

Tis Conscience that makes cowards of i^s all/* 

5th September. 

Sir Robert being appointed President of 
the Court at Chinsurab, is gone up to take 
possession of his charge, accompanied by 

Lady 
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IjaU) C-:—:—and the family. So here am 

1 left alone to ramble ovt^r this great house 
nnd meditate on irteparable evils. Sir R—— 
has liowever kindly entrusted me with tlvi 
keys of his immense Iibrar;iK^which will fur¬ 
nish a rich treat when my mind acquires 
suilicient calmness to look beyond itself in 

V 

search of amusement. 

The acquaintance of Mrs. W-T 

have found a most valuable acquisition. I 

went with Lady C-to pass a day 

with her at the gardens, and have been treat¬ 
ed with the utmost attention ever since. She 
has authorised me to look up to her as a 

steady .patroness on all (^occasions. ?>Ir. II- 

being gone up the country on political busi¬ 
ness Mr. W-of course lakes the chair 

during his absence so you may jfidge what 

influence Mrs. W-possesses; but she 

bears her honors so meekly*' and contrives td 
soften the refusals which she is frequently com¬ 
pelled to give by so much affabilLty and sympa¬ 
thy, as to conciliate all parties and render 

to 

herself generally beloved. 


O o 2 
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I have never mentioned yet how indiffer* 
enlly we arc provided with respect to a place 
of worship ; divine service being performed^ 
in a room, (not a very large one) at the Old 

c 

Fort; which is b^grdat disgi'ace to the scllle- 
ment. They talk of building a Church and 
have fixed on a very eligible spot whereon to 
erect it but no further progress has been 
made in the business. 

1 now propose, having full leisure to 
give you some account of the East Indian 
customs and ceremonies, such as I have 
been able to collect, but it must be con¬ 
sidered as a mere sketch, to point your 
further researches. And first for tlmt hor¬ 
rible custom of widows burning themselves 
with the dead bodies of their husbands; 
the fact is indubitable, but I have never 
had an opportunity of witnessing the va¬ 
rious incidental ceremonies, nor have I ever 
teen any European who had been present 
at them. I cannot suppose that the usage 
originated in the superior tenderness, and 
ardent attachment of ^Indian wives towards 
theirj spouses, since the same tenderness 

and 
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and ardour would doubtlew extend to lii^ 
offspring^ and prevent them from exposinjj the 
innocent survivors to*the miseries attendant on 
an orphan state, and they would see clearly 
that to live and cherisir pledges of 

affection would be the mosUational and iwitiiral 
way of shewing their regard for both hus¬ 
band and children. 1 apprehend that ai 

personal fondness can have no part here at 
all, since all matches are made between the 
parents of the parties who are betrothed to 
each other at too early a period for choice 
to be consulted, this practice is entire** 
ly a political scheme intended to insure the 
care and good offices of wives to their hus¬ 
bands, ivho have not failed in most coun¬ 
tries to invcnl a sufficient number of iliIcs to 
render the weaker sex totally subservient 
their authority. 1 cannot avoid smiling when 
1 hear gentlemen bring forward the conduct 
of the Hindoo women, as a test of superior 
character, Since 1 am well aware that so much 
are we the slaves of habit every where that 
were it necessary for a woman's reputation toburn 
herself in England, many a one who has accepted 

a husband merely for the sake of an establish¬ 
ment. 
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tnenij who has lived with him without aifeo 
tion ; perhaps thwarted his vicws^ dissipated 
his fortune and rendered • his life uncomfor¬ 
table to its close, would yet mount the fu* 
neral pile with ^fcll Imaginable decency and 
die with heroic fortitude. The most specious 
sacrifices arc not always the greatest, she 
who wages war with a naturally petulant 
temper, who practises a rigid self-denial> 
endures without complaining the unkindness, 

infidelity, extravagance, meanness or scorn, 
of the man to whom she has given a tender 
and confiding heart, and for whose happiness 
and well being in life all the powers of her 
mind are engaged ;—is ten times more of a 
heroine than the slave of bcgofcry and su¬ 
perstition, who affects to scorn the life de¬ 
manded of her by the laws of her country 
or at least that country’s custom; and ma¬ 
ny such we have in England, and 1 doubt 
not 111 India likewise : so indeed we ought, 
have we not a religion infinitely more pure 
than that of India ^ Tire Hindoos, or gen-o 
toos arc divided into four castes or tribet 
called the Brahmin, the K,hutree, the Bueslio, 

and 
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and the Shodor : their rank in the land, 
declines gradually tu the last named, and it* 
any of them commit an olFence which de¬ 
prives them of tlje privileges tha! belong to 
their respective castes, tlrey^’ffeconie Parias, 
wliich may therefore he called a filthy tribe form¬ 
ed as it were of tlie refuse of the rest. Those 
arc indeed considered the very dregs of the 
people, and supply all the lowest offices of 
humaii life. They all profess what is call¬ 
ed the religion of Brahma, from the caste 
which bcar.<$ his name all tlie priests are 
chosen, who arc treated in every respect 
with distinguished honour and reverence. Their 
religious Code is contained in a book call¬ 
ed the 'Veda, wliich onlj^ the Brahmins are 
allowed to read; it is written in a dead 
language called the Sanscrit. They wor¬ 
ship three Deities, Brahma,- the creator, 
Vistnoo the preserver, and Shcciah the 
destroyer. But they profess to believe them 
only the representations or types of the 
great spirit Brahma (the Supreme God) whom 
they also call the spirit of wisdom, and the 
principle of Truth : none but Hindoos arc 
allowed to efiter temples, but 1 am told the 

Idols 
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Idols worshipped there are of the very ugliest 
forms that imogiimtion can conceive; and to 
whom Pope's description^ of the heathen dei¬ 
ties mdy^ in otiicr resppcts^ be strictly ap- 
plied. ' 

Grde changeful, partial, passionate unjnst.** 
Whose iiiiributes ore rage, revenge, or lust. 


I lament to add that to such wretched ®b- 
jecls as these, numbers of the deluded na¬ 
tives are devoted in the strongest and most 
absoiiUe manner possible. A certain sec^ 
named Pundarams live in continual begga-^ 
ry; extreme hunger alone induces them to 
ask for food, which when granted, they” on-» 

ly take just what will preserve life, and 

% 

•pend all their days in singing songs in praise 


cf Sheevah; another sect add a tabor, and 
hollow brass rings about their ancles to in¬ 
crease the noise with which they exto| their 

deity. 1 consider both these as a species of 


monks but believe the holy fathers fall far 
short of the Jogees and Seniases of India^ 
in their religious austerities. These not on¬ 
ly endure all possible privations with apparent 


iudilVcrciice 
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Indifference, but invent for themselves wi- 
ous kinds of tortures which they carry to 
an astonishing'length; such as keeping their 
hands clenched Hill the nails into them, 

•—standing on one foot days and even 
M'eeks together—riiid hiring people to support 
their hands in a peroendicular position. 

Their expiatory .v. ato Aome of 

them dreadful. I myseif saw s »*'>•; !i;*injng 
in the streets with a piece of iron thrust 
through his tongue which was bleeding pro¬ 
fusely. On the Churruk Poojah (swinging 
feast) hundreds 1 have heard, are suspend¬ 
ed at an amazing height by means of hooks, 
firmly fixed in the flesh of the back, to which 
sometimes a cloth is added round the body 
to afford the miserable victim a chance of 
escape, should the hook give way. I, by 
accident, (for voluntarily nothing should have 
tempted me to witness such a spectacle) saw 
one of these wretches, who was whirling • 

round with surprizing rapidity, and at that 

P r 


distance 
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distance scarcely appeared to retain* tfic 
semblance of a human form. They firmly 
expect by this intliction obtain pardon of 
all their oflencesj and should death be the 
consequence, they straight to heaven— 
thus changing the horrid state of privation 
and misery in which they exist here^ for one 
of bliss: if such be their real persuasion^ who 
can condemn the result, 

indeed under other circumstances H is found 
that^ iiolwithstandiiig their apparent gcntle>- 
jicss and timidity, tlie Hindoos will meet 
death with intr'epid firmness—they are also 
invincibly obstinate, and will die rather than 
concede a point; of this a very painful irv« 
stance has lately occurred.—-A Hindoo beg¬ 
gar of the Brahmin caste went to the house 
of a very rich man, but of an inferior tribe, 
requesting alms; he was either rejected, or 
considered himself inadequately relieved, and 
refused to quit the place. As his lying be¬ 
fore the door and thus obstructing the pas¬ 
sage was unpleasant, one of the servants 
lirst intreated, then insisted on his retiring, 

and 



r 3 

^nd in speaking pushed him genfly aw-ay; 

chose to call this push a blow, and cried 

• > 
aloud for vedre^s, declaring that he would np- 

v^r stir trom tlie spot 'till had obtained 
justice against the man*: who now endea¬ 
voured to sopth him hut in vain ;—like a 
true Hindoo he sat down, and never moved 
aj>*ainj but thirty-eight hours afterwards cx- 
Ijired, demanding justice with his latest 
breath; being well aware that in tlie event 
9f ihisj the muster would have enprmous 
fine to pay, \ifhich accordingly Imppcned. ^ 
am assured that such evidences of the sur¬ 
prizing incUllerencc to life, the inflexible stuhe 
bornu^ss, and viadi{;tive dis})osiliQna of tliesQ 
people are by no means rare; it seems 
tiaordinary though, titat sentiiiie-nts and feel¬ 
ings apparently so, contrary to. each other 
should operate on the same minds; seeing, 
them BO quiet and. supine, so (if it may be 
90 expressed) only half alive, aa they gene^ 
rally shew themselves, on.e is prepared fol 
tlieir sinking, without an effort to avert any 
impending dangerbut that they should at 

P » a 
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the same time nourish so yiolent and active a 
passion as revengCj and brave even death so 
intrepidly as they often do in pursuit of it, 
is very singulaiNi*;—but enough of these silly 

•s 

enthusiasts. * 

I had lately an opportunity of witnessing 
Ihe marriage procession of a rich Hindoo. 
The bride (as f was told) sat in the same 

the bridegroom, which waa 
splciid' ily ornr«mcntcd;—they were cccompani- 
# i by all t ie relations on both sides, dressed 
in the supeio manner;—some on horse 
back some in palanqxdns, and s^vei;?! on 
elephants;—bands of dancing girls and mu¬ 
sicians I understood preceded them ;—and in 
the evening there were fire-works at the 

bride’s fathers house and tl\c appearance of 
much feasting &c, but no Europeans were 
present. This -wedding was of a nature by 
no means uncomipOQ here ; a rich man had 
an only daughter, and he bargained to dis¬ 
pose of her, or rather to take fpr her a 
husband put of a poor man’s family, but of 
his own Caste ; for this is indispensable. In 
' this ca'S^ the bridegroom is brought home to, 

hii 



his father-iri’law’i house and becotnos a mem« 
her of the family ; so tUat the law 

prohibits a man from giving* u dowry with 
his daughter, yet you see he "docs it in ef¬ 
fect, since he gives a house to a man who 
wants one; in fact gives a fortune, but s.ad- 

died with an encumbrance;-perhaps in a 

few years the old man may die, and the 
young one having fulhUed (he wishes of hia 
parents, and provided for his own wants, 
may employ some of his female relations to 
look round among the poorer families of his 
custe for a pretty girl, whom he will take as 
a second wii*?, tho’ the first alw.nys retains 
the pre»eminouce, and governs the hou 5 e ; 
nor can the husband devote more of his time 
to one than the other,—tlie law compelling 
him to live with them alternately, you may 
be sure the account is strictly kept. My 
Iranian Dattaram Chiickerbutty has been mar¬ 
ried between twenty and thirty years, with¬ 
out taking a second lady, and he boasts of 
being much happier with his old wife (as he 
calls her) than the generality of his friends 
are ainidst the charms of variety. For my 
own part, I h.avo not it doub.t but he is in 
the right. 
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Tlie Hindoo ladies are never seen abroad j 
vi'heii they go out their carriages are close¬ 
ly covered with cuitains^ so that one 
Iws little chaftfee of satisfying curiosity. I 
OJicc saw two apparently very beautifJl 
women: they use so much art however, as 
renders it dillicnlt to judge wUat claim they 

realljji hav»j to that appell‘4tipn--^^riijjir, 

\yho!e time is taken up in depurating tUeir per¬ 
sons : —the hair - eye-lids—eye brows—teeth, 
—hands and nails, all undergo certapt propesscs 
to render them more completely fascinating ; nor 
can one seriously blame their haying recourse tq 
tliejie, or the like artifices—the moiivc being 
to secure the aifections of a huKband, or tq 
founleruct the plans of a rival. 

^7 Til September- 

The Hindoos who cau aflord to purchase 
wood for a funeral pile, burn their dead ; 
one cannot go on the river without seeing 
numbers of these c.xhihitions, especially at 
night, and most disgusting spectacles they 
^re. I will not enlarge on (he subject. 
This mode however is far ^uperjor to that 
of throwing them into the river, as practised 
by the poor ; where they oftend more senses 
|han one. I have been frequently obliged to 

return 
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return precipitately from a wjilk along 
river side, by the noisome cxliaUitimis wbiell 
arose from these wfetched objects. 

Some of the Hindoo customs respecting 
the sick are really shocking—^Vhell a person 
is given over by the Brahuiina, (uho are 
physicians as well as piiests) the relation!! 
iminedi'citely convey liim, if within a rcasoiv- 
able distance, to the banks of the Ganges, 
where lie is smeared with the mud, quantities 
of which 1 am told are thrust into his month, 
nose, and ears. Tliis treatment soon reduces 
him to a dying stale; nor is it desirable 
that he should recover, since he must in 
that case lose caste ; for it is an cstahlishej 
rule, thj^t wlioever removes from llie spot 
where the sacred rites have been performed, 

becomes an outcast. Dr. i -was once 

fortunate enough to be called in to attend the 
wife of a Hindoo Rujali whom they were 
on the point of taking to the river wlien 
he arrived—he assured the Hajah that he per¬ 
ceived no dangerous symptoms ^and would 
answer for her doing well.—Luckily the tre¬ 
mendous ceremonies had not commenced; 
The event justified our good Doctor’s predie- 
tiona—the lady is still living and his success 


in 



in this instance^ has led to several others, 
highly gratifying to the best feelings of hu¬ 
manity and certainly bencdcial to his fortune. 

This letter has^un to such an enormous 
length that I must now conclude, with wish¬ 
ing tliat 1 may soon hear good news of 
you. 1 remain, 

Your's most affectionately 

E F. 


LETTER XXI 
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I.BTTER XXt 

Calcutta, JTtii OfiCRMBER, 

J / V Dear. Sewer. 

Sir R-Hiul I/ady C — . . Iiave 

been down since I wrote last, and romaiu- 
cd lu'ic diiriiij»‘ ttn-m, but arc now gone up 

again, Ihongli inucli distressed. IMrs. C-- 

prefers slaying here.—A melancholy event 
bai I ecitiieil in tlio family; the sweet littl^ 
boy just turned of six months old, to whom 
1 was so fondly attached, died a few w'c eks 
Ugo. liiT.r interesting child ! 1 shall lon^ 
linneiit his Io.ss. lie was not ill more 
than three days; so rapid is the progress 
of disease in this country. 


Mr. and Mrs. 11-are arrived in 

Town and have taken accommodations on 
the (*/'o.vr'c?/oc. Captain Coxon. I was in ‘ 
hopes of being able to take n^y passage 
with them but am disappointed. 


Q « 

% 


Mr. 
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Mr. H.--—^was Resident at one of 

the upper stations; he is a man of high 

c 

character and generally esteemed: and his 
>vlic one of tlih most amiable women I ever 
knew; u is iinpossibie to do oUicrvviso 
tlian love her. As she daily looks to be 

confined, her having CViCuUa till after that 
period, is out of the questions, so they must 
luder the Grosocnor to proceed to IVIadras 
without them, where she is expected to re¬ 
main a month at least, and the family 

and baggage of Mr. H-arc to fol¬ 

low in a Country ship at the risk of ar¬ 
riving too late. 

I 

The agreement is that, if she sail frotn 
thence before a certain day a small sum is 

to be forfeited ; but after that day, should 

Captain Coxon be compelled to proceed 
on his voyage without them, he is still to 
receive ten thousand rupees, that is half 
the passage money by way of compensation, 

1 state these particulars to shew what large 
sutn.s are exacted of passengers. 


The 
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The society of Mrs. C—-: trho 

IS a fine lookiniy respectable old lady, well 
informed and che^arful, with that of Mrs. 

11-who has charming spirits, enables 

me to pass the time far more pleasantly 
tliaji when I was left here during the 
rains. Besides 1 often visit at Dr. Jacksons, 
and have made acquaintance with several 
agreeable flimilies, who allow me to call on 
them witlioiit formality; the very idea of 
which is hateful to me at present: so cruelly 
fallen arc my once highly and justly raised 
expeclallons. For what place do I now 
hold in <hc Society with which I am permitted 
to mix? Alas, none except by sulicra.ice: but 
most ardently do 1 wisli to escape from this 
fatal spot the scene of so many severe af- 
f..clions, and seek comfort with those who 
have never failed to afford it. There I 
shall not be constantly reminded of past 
hopes,, now alas! sunk in disappointment. 
Tliink not these observations proceed from 
a repining spirit, or unmindfulness of fa-* 
recitivcd; 1 have been most beneficent- 

Q Q S 


vois 
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ly treated aiiid ray views have been fiirlhmd 
in a way which 1 had no right wnatc\cr 
to expect. Can aftentions like tho»ie he 

forgotten ? No ! it fortiis iny proudest boast 
that I ha'oe such friends, and while life 
remains 1 must ever cherish the remem¬ 
brance of their generous exertions. The 
approaching season always inspires melan¬ 
choly reflections—I will therefore pn«s it 
over, and look forward (o the nc\t, when by 
the blessing of Providence 1 hope to be 
with my beloved family. 

2rni Janvauy, 

My dear Mrs. II-has thank hea¬ 

ven, got Jjappily over licr confincnient, 
which took place three weeks ago; and 
all is now bustle and preparation for their 

departure.*-Sir R-’s eldest son, 

Thomas, goes under their care; he is a 
charming boy, nearly seven years of age, 
which is rather late ; but no g’ood oppor¬ 
tunity has occurred Hill now;-a Miss 

Sh-re (tlie daughter of an intimate 

friend) about the age of Thomas, also pro¬ 
ceeds 
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ceccls ATfth them. Mrs. .II.-takes 

one little f;'!!! of her own, sixteen months 

old ; the baby is to Uo left Avith Lady C-: 

she promises to be a lovely eh.Id. 

\\ e are to have the chrisleninir to-mor- 
row when I shall take my leave of lar^e 
parties ; except one, which I must attend. 

■\y-s infant daughter is to he chrislon(‘d 

early next month and Sir U-s whole 

family is invited. At present I devote myself 

rnfir(dy to Mrs. jl-who I really lliialc 

has a fricndshi() for me. AVtndd it were in 
my power to aecompany her, but that for 
many reasons is impossii)Ie, 

9 

9 

Another Indiainan (The Dartmouth Captain 
Thompson) has just sailed, but Stic too is 
abs(dutcly crowded wilii ])ass‘np:ers ; so 1 must 

have patience-It is almost incredil)Ie what 

quantities of ha^’gaoe, peo))le of consequence 
invariably take Avith them; I myself counted 
twenty-nine trunks tiiat Avcrc sent on 
board, for Mr. and Afr.s. II-exclu¬ 

sive of chests of drawers and otlier packu'^es, 
with cabin stores «5tc. and more still remain 


to 
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lo be shipped. This separate passajje to 
Madras will add greatly to the expense; for 
Captain Coxon would ' not have charged 
a rupee morCj had they embarked with 
him at Bengal; even removing so much bag¬ 
gage from one ship to the other wdll 
occasion no small inconvenience. 

ChixsuraHj I®th February. 

My time has been too much taken up 
for this fortnight p?st to alTord leisure fof 
writing. 1 have another mc'.lancholy event 
to record; but let me proceed regularly. 

Our friends left ns on the second Instant. 

Poor Mrs. II-was dreadfull’' afl’ect- 

ed at parting wilb her infant; it seemed 
cruel for a mother to abandi>n her child 
only tweiily-five days old; but it must 
in all probability have fallen a sacrifice. Her 
anxiety in other respects was great. Admi¬ 
ral SulTricn is said to keep a sharp look 
out after English ships going down the Bay; 
but, I trust. Sir E. Hughes will find the 
French fleet better employment than cruizing 
about after our vessels. 


Sir 
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Sir R-and Lady C—..felt 8e<« 

verely the shock of their son’s depart irc but 

poor Mrs. C-*—whose very soul seemed 

trea.siired up, if I may so (Express myself, 
in her jjraiidson, sunk under the blow. On 
the (iflh she was sfiized with a violent ill¬ 
ness, of which on the seventh she expired. 
Sii’ R -^-is deeply afiiicted, and I 
should be surprised if he \vorc not, for, to 
him she was ever an exemplary parent; and 
gave an irrefragable proof of strong 
maternal aU'ection, by accompanying him 
to tiiiii country at h n* aiva icji period 
of life. Her death is generally lamented, 
as a mi5st charitable humane good woman. 

Let her works praise her.” She was in 
her seventieth year. We came up her? im¬ 
mediately after the funeral wliich took place 
the next day, and w'as most numerously 
attended ; I may say by almost the whole 
settlement—gentlemen as well as ladioS. Her 
character demanded this testimony of respect 
^aud that it was paid, affords me pleasure. 


You 
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You 'vvili expect me to give you some 
account of this ])!nce; but after having toW 
you that it coiituins very line houseSj 

— is regnliirly built^—and kept remarkably 
dean ; nothing nioro remains to be said. 
One cannot expect much chearfulness among 
the inhahilants. though they are treated with 
liie utmost kindness, and all private property 
is held sacred. 


A strange circumstance occurred at the time 
of its capture, which will probably become 
a subject of litigation. A Ming's ship, cither 
a frigate or a sloop of war, was l\ing oft' 
Calcutta, wlicn news arrived that the Dutch 


liad commenced hostilities.—The Caj)tain ac¬ 


companied by a party of his olVicers and 
seamen, proceeded with all expedition to 


riiinsurah, which he reached about 2 \. M. 
next day, and instantly summoned the place 


to surrencltT to Ilia Mnjesh/s Arms. 'The 
Governor being totally unprovided with the 
means of rc.si.'jtancc complied ; so that when 
a del.ichment of the Company’s troops riiarch- 

.*■' ed 
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€(1 in at seven o’clock to take possession 
they found the business already settled^ and 
bad the laugh mosfr completely against them. 
The Captain was soon induced to relinquish 
his capture^ but insisted that his people were 
entitled to prize money, and has put in his 
claim accordingly—Is it not an odd aifair ? 

SI ST February. 

Sir R- ’—•is going to dispatch some 

letters for England and I \%ill profit by the 
occasifui, having at present nothing further 
to communicate. All remains in uncertainty. 

1 am. 

Your affectionate 
E. F. 


R R 


LETTER XXII. 
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LETTER XXII. 

f 

Calcutta, Htii March, 
J\Iy Hf.ar Sister, 

This is in all prohahility the last letter I 

•liall write from Bengal. Mrs. W*- 

Jias been indefatigable in Iier exertions ; and 
Las at length secured ti passage for me on 
the Valentine Captain Lewis; a fine new 
ship—^—this is her first voyage. I shall have 
a female companion too, which is certainly 

(loairable.-CNdonel and Mrs. ToUinjv- 

ham with their family arcom])any ns, besides 
these we shall have ficvcn military g-entlc- 
incn,—two of the company’s civil servaiils, 
and thirteen children, under Captain Lewis’s 
immediate protection. The sliip is ex[icctcd 
to sail in the beginning of next month. 
I dined in company with Captain Lewis 

yesterday at Mrs. W-r-s, and we were 

both much pleased with his l^chavioiir.w—- 
.When we retired after dinner my good 
friend congratulated me on the prospect 

of 
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of sailing with such a commander^ for many 
of them absumc airs of . consequence, but 
Captain Lewk) doee not seem at all that 
way disposed ; and should pie passengers 
prove agreeable, I really think we may pro¬ 
mise ourselves a comfortable voyage. 

1 am using every cITort in preparing my 

baggage, and Lady C--—with her usual 

kindness renders me every assistance ; nor 

have my other friends been neglccUnl of 
any thing that can contribute to my comlbrl 

both on the passage and after my arrival in 
England ; till my health shall, with the bless¬ 
ing of, Providence, be restored, when I 
ii\ay be enabled to seek out some dece'nt 
means of support. 

I had a Very eligible proposal made me 
of entering into partnership with a most 
amiable lady who has lately engaged in the 
school line, bnt tv as compelled to decline 
tt, my complaints requiring a change of cli- 


R II 2 



t 316 3 

tnate, and that I should consult thosfc inedical 
friends who have been accustomed to prescribe 
for me. 1 much regret this circumstance, 
having no dogbt but we might have suited 
each other extremel}^ well, for she has proved 
herself a sincere friend in many instances and 
must ever possess my grateful esteem. 

^ 28 tii March. 

I had the pie asiire last evening, of being 
present at tlic marriage of Captain P. 

M — . . and my young friend Miss T*--‘—; 

the wedding was kept at Dr. I-s and 

of course they intended to have a little ball; 
but hardly any one could he prevailed on to 
dance so late in the season• 1 had given 

a solemn promise that nothing should induce 
me to run the risk, so to comply was out 

of the' (jueftion.--At length Mrs. I - - 

senior, who is turned of sixty-five, opened 

the ball with a very good minuet, and af¬ 
terwards footed it away for about two hours, 
as gaily as the youngest: her example took 
eflect, and they made up a tolm*able set. 
The dance was succeeded by a magnifi¬ 
cent supper, to which nearly thirty persons 

sat 
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«at down. After the customary toasti we 
retired, and I reached home before one. 
May they be hajjjjy is my sincere wish. 

^his rs a terrible season for reach ins: the 
ships, none but stout vessels can venture down. 

Colonel T-pays sev’^nty pounds foe 

a sloop to convey his family. 1 am in this 

respect fortunate. Sir R-and Cady 

-arc g’oing' to a place called Bearcole 

for the benefit of sea-bath in and I shall accom¬ 
pany them to Ingellec; which is witiiin a 

tide of the Valentine: my friends will then 

proceed by land tb the bathino’-place; and 

one of the sloops by Sir R-ordcra 

will fconvc}^ me and my bag’gag'e to the 
Barrabola head where ttie ship is lying at 
anchor to complete her cargo. 


5th April.^ 

1 have every thing now ready and only 
wait for the completion of Sir R———s 
preparations. 1 feel very impatient to get to 
sea, being persuaded that it will have a 
salutary effect on my health,—change of 


scene 
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scene and compjiny will also be of service.' 
1 have taken leave of every one, and for 
many &haii preserve sciUjincnts of the most 
fjralefal 


ON 
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- OflOQOOQOOOOOOOOQ -- 

ON* HOARD 

TTlIil 0 

r A L K N T I jY E. 

1jA nij \ noLA l\:i \ i>, 11 rn A pmt.. 

I left Ciilcuttu, on Tuesday the iiiiiili Tn- 

slant with Sir R-and Lady C---- 

Iho latlor 1 am coiucriicd to say is in a 
\ciy weak stale, but trust sea balhin:^ 
will be benefidal. We. bad a boislrroua trip 
of it down lo In^ellec, and eNcry one but 
U'.’.self wixs dreadfully sea sick. 

My kind friends (|nitled me on Satnrdiy 
evening’— 1 felt quite lorloni at o^r separa¬ 
tion. To be thrown amonj^ strangers alYer 
experiencing for near nine nioulluf, the 
attentive hospitality of such a family as I 
was lorn from, almost overcame my lorti- 
tude.—but I soon lost cvQry ather sensation 
in that overwhelming one of sea-sick ness, 
which lasted the whole way, nor could I 
go on board till the afternoon.-1 shall 

keep tliia open till tlte Pilot goes, that you 

may 
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may have the satisfaction of hearing that 
h^v« passed the first dangers. 


!80tii A?nit. 

Oiir coramander is by no means the placid 
being we supposed.—I doubt be will prove 
a very tyrant—instead of paying attentioiij or 
shewing respect, he exacts 'both, and woe 
be to those who fail in either. We are still 
waiting for the lemainder of our Cargos 
and Captain Lewis vents his rage in drink¬ 
ing confusion to the Board of Trade 
every day» 


S8th April. 

We had a narrow escape last evening 
though I know not of the danger till it 
was over. I was seized after tea with 
severe spasms in llie stomach and had the 
doctor with me; when suddenly the ship^ 

began to pitch and toss violently*,* and I 
beard Captain Lewis, call out in a voice 
of thunder ** Stand by the sheet anchor, 
heave the lead. “ Presently all was quiet 
again, nor had. 1 the least suspicion till 


next 
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morning of our haviivg be«n adrifl 
on Uie Bambola sar<d ; and what might havo 
been our fate licave;\ knows, had not lh» 
fchcet anchor brought us up ; itir it is a most 
dangerous place, surrounded by shoals and out 
of bight of land, 

It is. pleasant to see Captaiii Lewis f(\ 
alert on perilous occasions; he appears to bo 
an excellent seaman, but the roughest being 
•urely that luiture ever formed, in laa- 
guage aud manners. The oatlrs he swears by, 
arc most horrible and he prides hirnscU in 
inventing new ones. How were Mr. W-^ 

and I* mistaken ? 1 see he must be hu« 

» 

moured like a child, for the least contrudioi 
^ion ma^cs him almost frantic. 


!3nd Mat. 

Now I must indeed say farewell—the 
Pilot is just quitting us, aud has promised 
to put this on board the first vessel that 
pails for Enlgand; there is one under dis- 

S 8 

patch.: 
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patch. God bleai you. Within six montbSj t 
$nul wo shall all meet in health and safety* 

i 

I am^ 

Your’s affectionately 

E. P. 


LETTER XXllf. 
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LETTER XXin. 

St, JAMESES VALLEY, 

Sr. HELEJ^A, * 

S4th September, 17S2. 

Afr Dsjtn Sistek^ 

A more uncomfortable passsag^e than I haf6 
made Co this) place, can hardly be imagined. 
The port of my cabin being kept almost 
constantly shut, and the door opening into 
the steerage; 1 had neither light nor air 
but from a scuttle : thereby half the space 
was ocdupied by a great gun, which pre« 
vented me from going near the port when it 
was open. 

Mrs. P—— at first took her meals in 
die Cuddy, but the gentlemen were in general 
too fond if the bottle to pay us the least 
attention; after tea, we were never asked to 
cut in at cards, though they played every 
evening. Captain L . . . • swore so dread- 

fufly I 


S 



t 3*4 5. 


Ifuny, making use of such vtitgar oaths and. 
irxprtssiong; and became so very rude and bois¬ 
terous, fbat IVIrs. F—n—niilidrew irUircIy 

from (able, and never left ber Cabiu for tho 

« 

last thirteen weeks: but tbe Coloiiel took care 
to send 1 cr ’ul;ntever v, c.s lurcsfary ; I 
bad no one to perform (he like kind oflice 
for me, and was therefore forced to venture up 
among them, or risk 8(arvation‘ below. 


^iie table was at first most profusely co¬ 
vered ; being our Captains favourite max¬ 
im never to make two wants of one” ; 
fevery one foresaw what must be the con- 
■equence, hut ho would rot listen to reason. 
Thus we xvent on till the beginning of/Angusf, 
when he declared that xvc had rounded the 
Cape of Good hope ; offering to back bis 
opinion by receiving Iwcnty guineas^ and 

return a guinea a day till xvc reached St. 

Helena i but no one accepted the bet; yet 

doubts sCemed to hang on the minds of 
♦ 

many. However on the 5th at noon, hearing 

-I 

that we were in Latitude S3. 39 S. I began 
to think with the Captain that, it was need¬ 
less 
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l«8i to spare our stock, sinco o frvf dnrt 

would bi'inp; us a fresh supply-But alas! 

at 4 P. M. laiKl was perceived on the 
£ast coast of Africa; so near, that before 
we tacked flies were seen on the shore—* ■ 
had this happened durio'^ the ni{»'ht, nothin;; 
could have saved us from shipwreck.—can 

I sufficiently bless Providence for this second 
cscapcis? 

On examining’ the stale of our water and 
provision, after the error was discovered, 
we were put on an allowance of a quart 

f 

©f water a day, for all purposes; and for 
nearly a month before we arrived here, ws 
were forced to live on salt provisions ; even 
the poor children and the sick, had no 
better fare. 

While off the Cape, wc encountered very 
stormy weather but happily sustained no cn- 
jury, except the loss of a fore-top-inast 
which was easily replaced—Captain Lewis,^ 
one day, thought fit tq refuse me a pass¬ 
age through his cabin, fojr which I had ex¬ 
pressly stipulated. I retired, and in a few 

minute 
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iDintites he came down to apologize for hit 

behaviour^ and a most curious apology 

be made. He began by saying that he had 

been beaten at piquet^ and that loosing al- 

« 

ways made him cross^ besides^ said he^ 
to tell yctu the truth I do not like ]a« 

** dies, not, (with a great oath) that I* 

” have any particular objection to you, oti 
" the contrary I really think you are a 
** quiet good sort of woman enough ; but X 
cannot abide ladies, and I declare that, 

" sometimes when you come up to me upon 
deck, and say, " how do you do Captain 
Lewis *'it makes my back open and shirt 
like a knife—so much for this genlkman's 
respect and politeness ! 1 was forced to ap« 
pear satisfied and he seemed very penitent for 
some days ; till another cross fit came on. 

Judge if 1 did not rejoice at the sight of 

this romantic Island; though its appearance 

from the sea is very unpromising,—accessi* 

*bie rocks, and stupendous crags frowning 

■ 

every side but one, nor is there any an- 

chrage except at that point—The town 

* • 

le 
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Is literally an ascending valley betw’een twoi 
hills^ just ^ide enough to admit of ona 
atreet. The houses arc in the English style, 
Vrith sashed windows, and small doors. Here 
are hack-gardens, but no gardens ; which makes 
the place intensely hot for want of a free cir¬ 
culation of air ; but when you once ascend 
Lader Hill the scene changes, and all seems 
enchantment. The most exquisite prospects you 
can conceive burst suddenly on the eye- 
fruitful vallies,—cultivated hills and diversi¬ 
fied scenery of every description. The inhabi¬ 
tants are obliging and attentive, indeed, re¬ 
markably ; so altogether I find it a most wel¬ 
come /esting place. After being kept on salt 
provisions for a month, one is not likely to be 
very fastidious; former abstinence giving 
more poignant relish to the excellent food, 
which is set before us. 


Lord Nortli, and the Hastings China ships, 
arrived soon after us, but we are all still de¬ 
tained for Convey—how vexatious. 

18 th Octobkh. 

Yesterday Captain Lewis gave a grand 
entertainment on board the Valentine. I was 

obliged 
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•bYiged to presiile for Mrs. P-woul4 

not veolUrre on the water till there was a ne¬ 
cessity for it. We had a mo?t brilliant party. I 
danced a ^ood deal, bJH find no inconveni¬ 
ence fi’(»ni it. It is odd enough, that he should 
bare fixed oh yonr birth day. You maiy be 
sure 1 silently drank my own toast. Mrs. 
Comettec and the other ladies seemed highly 
gratified, and well they might, for no expence 
'4vas spared to render it completely elegant, 

20tii Octobeh. 

The Chapman is jui^t arrived, in a most 
di^eadtul state, having lost near fifty of her 
Crew in her passage from Madras, from 

c 

whence she sailed in Company .with the 
Dartmouth, which was wrecked off the Carni- 
cobar island the very ship I was, as I iherf, 
thought, so unfortunate in missin g-: so that 
in this instance, as in many others, 1 may 
justly impute my safety to that Providence, 
which 

" Prom hidden dangers, snares and deatlv*' 
''Hus geiitly steered my way." 


U?ii 
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I 1th Novembei^.’ 

Amon^ tbe passe^gcrB in th^ Dartmouth 

•were Mrs. I-n and her infant son/ a 

niuhl interesting child, three j^ears of age, who 

were wonderfnliy preserved through* sufferings, 
enough to overwhelm the strongest constitution ; 
and proceeded to St. Helena on the Chapman 
on honvd which were Mr. Caaamajor and his 
niother, who secured accommodations on the 

I,ord Not choosing to venture farther 

' < 

on the Chap/nan, upon which I was applied to, 

to accompany Mrs. 1-n who could not, 

well proceed without a female companion, and 
was not able to procure accommodations on the 
oilier skjps—I instantly determined on accom¬ 
panying her for the express purpose of endea¬ 
vouring to soften tile inconveniences under 
which she laboured, and to soothe her mind 
liarrassed by the many hardships of her distress¬ 
ing voyage. 


S5th November. 

This day we left St. Helena in company with^ 
the Lord JSiorth, Valentine, and Hastings, 
The Chapman unfortunately sailsvery ill and can¬ 
not keep up with the other ships. Captain 
' T T Lewis 
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Lewis told me at St. Helena in order to prevent 
my quitting the l ahntine, Hhat we should be left 
in the lurch the first fair opportunity ; and 90 it 
happened lon^y ere we reached Eng^land. 

Our passaj^e wa^ tremendous, the Sea break¬ 
ing over the ship and continually carrying some 
thing or other away; nor had \ve any naval 
stores to replace what was thus lost. Captain 

t t 

Walker and Mr. Gooch, the second officer, were 

. ^ * I * t 

daily employed with the people, repairing the 
sails and rigging, nor did they shrink from any 
labour. 1 never beheld such exertion: very 
frequently they were obliged to take the wheel, for 

scarcely a sufficient number could be found to 
keep watch. 

* t 

On entering the channel the weather was so 
thick that no observation could be taken for five 

» , * X ‘ . 

days. One night after rcMiiaining several hours 

in dyeadful suspense respecting our .situation, 

Captain came down about half past ten 

o'clock, to tell u 8 that we were oil' Scillv. What 
• » * . • 

k 

a declaration! off Scilly ! on a storrpy night in 
the beginning of February ! This intelligence 
was not lil^ely to tranquillize our feelings. Mrs. 

k , 

L— - n and myself passed a sleepless night, 

and 
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find m ttie morning, dne of the sailors ascertaih- 
<Ki tlie place wc wer?! driven into to be St. Ive’s 
6ay, a niost dangerods place; to pro¬ 

vidence, we fiiistained no iiljilry, except being 
forced round the Land’s Btid, whkh was to us 
a serioUs niistortunc, being utterly Unable td 
beat back into the English channel; our nicri 
being worn out With illness and exertion, and 
our stores of every kind nefirly exhausted. 

No Pilot would Venture to stay on board; 
^hc Chapman having lio pdopi, looked so unlike 

anlridiaman, that she Was taken for an Ameri¬ 
can, and we poor forlorU creatures set dovvn at 
bnee ag prisoners. ** Why don’t you release those 
women,” sUid they, We will have nothing 
to do with you, Wc know better.” Wc found af¬ 
terwards that although the preliminaries of peace 
had been some time signed, no UccoUnt of the 

important cVent had reached this remote spot. 
Captain Walfeet* novV proposed proceeding to 
Milford Haven to' refit, but the indraught, as it is 
called, having broilght us off Lundy, he changed 
his reMution and took a pilot on board for King 
road, Where we anchored at 7 AM. on the 7th 
February 1783. 

THE eKd of the first PAWr. 
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LETTER i; 

TP Mim, h -*. 

Blackueath, I2tk February, 1815. 

My Dear Madam^ 

The interest which you arc pleased to take in 
my welfare, and the kind inquiries you make 
Yespecting the voytfges 1 have performed 6ince 
my tirnt memorable one, induce me to offer you 
a simple siatenicnt pf facts relative to them; 
though to accomplish this even in the briefest 
piunner, some circumstances must be revealed 
which*! would rather consign to oblivion, and 
some wounds must be rc-opcned, which time has 
mollified, if not healed.—The manuscript sub" 
roitted to your perusal, closes with an account of 
my arrival in Englund, and thus ended my first 
eventful visit to India; a period which according 
to my own estimation, bad comprised a whole 
life of suffering and anxiety, and dissolved for 
ever the strongest tic the human heart can form 
for itself; a period in which physical and moral 

evils bad alike combined to inflict whatever can 

wound 
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wound the heart to ils inmost core, and destroy 
that confidence in our fellow creatures, without 
which the world seems indeed '' a howling wilder- 
ness/' peopled with terrific monsters, each 
prowling either by violence or fraud for his de- 
fencele«o prey. 

Happily for me gentler beings had blended m 
my path their benign influences; my sorrows 
had been cheered and consoled by many. I was 
still young, and with buoyant spirits relieved in 
some degree from their late severe pressure, 
hailed my native land; yet a sigh of regret 
would mingle with my joyful anticipations, 
at quitting tlie society wherein, though assailed 
hy tempestuous winds and moiintainoas seas, I 
had so frequently enjoyed, ” The feast of reason 
'* and the flow of soul” amidst congenial minds. 

Forever blest be the moment when I quitted 
the Valentine; from that circumstance arose a 
friendship which has constituted one of the sweet¬ 
est enjoyments of my life, and which still re¬ 
mains unbroken, though my friend and I sel¬ 
dom meet; but her letters are invaluable. 
FttW possess such epistolary talents; they have 

been 
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btcn fny chief solftce and conjiolation in diatremi; 
but to proceed: Mrs I ' - n, her little boy 

^nd myself went onl Id town, where a dreadful 
shock awaited me; my dear mother was no 
more; tlie tie to which a daiiglUer *most fondly 
cliUfTs was rent asunder; tho* 1 had still a father 
aiid two most alTectioiiate sisters remaining, i( 
was long ere I could justly appreciate tlieic 
worth, or draw consolation from their society. 
For nearly a whole year I laboiircil under very 
severe indisposition, and incurred great expence 
for medical attendance, not less than £150. I 
was several times considered in imminent dan>* 

ger; Mrs I -n too was long, after her 

arrivalA atfected with the most distressing 
nervous debility. All this is not to be wonder¬ 
ed at, for during the passage from St. Helena, 
both of us were in an inhrm stale, and our health 
had suffered much from the circumstances in 
which we were placed. It is true we experienc¬ 
ed all possible relief from the kindness of those 
around us, whom we daily beheld subjected Co 
privations and exertions liie mosttrying, yet ever 
affording us comfort and attention, lii each bene* 
voleiit act'Captain Walker was amply assisted by 
Mr. Gooch, and the Surgeon Mr. Crowfoot, a 

V V most 
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lioost worthjr and scientific young matr, to nfioM' 

w 

skill I was probably more imJebted for the pro¬ 
longation of a precarious exislenccy than I vvasT 
aware of at the tinre. My health being irf 
sonic measure restored, 1 tried various' plana* 
ill pursuit of independence; but none seem¬ 
ed to promise success; my friends wished me to 
remain at home; but Calcutta appeared the 
most likely tliejitre of exertion; and yob can¬ 
not wonder that my heart warmed’ towards a 
place, where I had met such friendship and gene¬ 
rosity, aaid where so much general encourage¬ 
ment was given to the elTorts of respectable in¬ 
dividuals. I still bore in mind the olTcr which had 
been made to me in Bengal, and dctermjned to 
pursue (his plan; and having become actpiaint- 
ed with a Miss Hicks, a young woman of the 

strictest integrity,’ and who possessed many valu¬ 
able qualifications, I engaged'her to accompany 
me as an assistant. Captain Walker was about to 
proceed to Bombay, in command of the Lord Cam* 
den, and offered me a passuge on very moderate 
terms, provided 1 took charge of four ladies, who 
wished to have a protectress during the voyage; 
Being desirous of seeing Bombay, I felt little 
reluctance to comjdv, especially as my friend Mr. 

Gooefo 
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iGoocIi held the same station in the Camden, which 

he had, so merilorii^usly filled, in the Chapman. 

The passage to be sure,, would be rather circuitous, 

hut in a fiue new ship, navigated hy persons of 

whose nautical abilities I had such indubitable 

proofs, that appeared of little moment. The 

prospect of strengthening my. connections 

in India, influeuced me still further. Hav<r 

ing therefore arranged my plans on a general 

groundf allowing fo)' th^ deviations which 

ijri such a cas? as min.e, might be allowed 

to arise from circumstances, I ciubarhed on the 

Lot'd Cqmden, and sailed Qowns for 

India, on the 17th March 1781;—Here let me 

yause for the present; I will soon resume my pen,^ 
» 

1 em &c, 
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LETTER If. 

10 Mbi. L^- 

' I5t/t Fcbruaty, 1815. 

My Deir Madam, 

For some days we had rather boisterou9 werither, 
but this subsided aa we approached the Canary 
Islands, where (to my great mortification) we di4 
not stop—On the third of April had a view of the 
peak of Teiieriffe which is said to be 200Q feei 
high, perpendicularly* It must have been for* 
nierly a considerable Volcano; so lately as the 
year lT0f4 there was an irruption from it which did 
immense damage, Qn the 10th we passed the 
Cape de-Verd Island*, but to my regret without 
touching at any; for curiosity was ever with me 
a predominant feeling. The Island of Pogo has 
a Volcano, which sometimes flames out in n terri- 
hie manner, ^nd discharges pumi^ stones to a 
great distance. The weather at this time was 
ihtensely hot, but we had plenty of apples on 
board, which afforded great refreshment: and 
soon after they were hnished, we spoke a Oanish 
ship* whose captain made the ladiea a handsoine 

present 
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present of oranges and pine apples. It is not easy 
for you, my dearmattim. to conceive tlie import¬ 
ance of such acconimo lations: but those who have 

been many weeks, perhaps moifths, shut up in a 
floating prison, without the p<nver of procuring 

I 

refreshments which eveu health demands, will be 
well aware of their value—At kngth the trade 
winds visited us, and bore healing on their 
wings;" we passed the Tppic of Capricorn 
veiy pleasantly, but soon afterwards a change 



I have not 3 'et mentioned the names of the ladies 
who accompanied me, these were Mrs. Pember¬ 
ton, and Misses Turner, Bellas, and Fisher, who 

' j . - • 

with Miss I^icks and myself occupied tivp thirds 
of the roundhouse ; and 1 note it as rather a sin- 

f I * * « . I • 

gularcircumstance, that we we«e only five times 
on deck during the passage, which was owing to 
a previous arrangement between the Captain 

and me, to guard against imprudent attachments, 

»* * • * 

which are more easily formed than broken ; and 
I am happy to say the plan succeeded to our 
wish—About ibis tinie. Captain Walker fell dan- 

M I ■ ' < ■ ' 

l^erously ill, but fortunately recovered befpre 

(be 8 th of June, when the birlh^day of Miss Lud- 

* * * . ’ 

Jow, a Bristol lady, wbo subscijuently becama 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Walker, was celebrated in liigli style: alt 
the ship’s company had a ^Jiniier of fresh provi- 
atons, and we sat down to a most sumptuous re- 
past, vegetables and fruit liaving been provided 
fn England, and salad raised purposely for the 

f 

occasion. 

We were now going at (he rate of eight 
knots an hour, off the Cape, \yith a heavy swell; 
but t|)e young folks, iievciftlicless, so earnestly so- 
}icitcd for a dance, that the Captain could no| 
refuse ; so all the furniture being removed out of 
the cuddy, 1 led off, by particular re^yiest; but 
had only gone down one couple, when a tre- 
naendous lee lurch put ns all in conOisi<,^i. 1 de- 
dined standing up qgain, but the rest during 
three or four hours, tumbled about in the pret- 
tiest manner possible, and when no longei able 

to dance, made themselves amends by sinirinff 
And laughing; no serious accident happened t<^ 
any one, and the evening concluded very 
ably. 

On the 11 Ih June we struck soundings at 7 A M. 
off Cape L'Aguillas, thisexactly confirmed Capt. 

Walker’s observations^ and was matter of ^reat- 
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^rrojoiemg to me, Uiaii can be imagined by per¬ 
sons ulio were nevej brought into danger, by tlie 
iguorance or innUcnliOfi of tlw^se intrusted with 

the command. The next day we shipped so 
many seas from the luavy land-swfell, as t > ex¬ 
tinguish the fire; we were therefore constrained 
to put lip with a cold dinner ; however our good 
Captain, everprovident, produced a line round of 
beef, preserved by llotfmann, which well supplied 
the deficieinjy. 

On the t24th. June, we anchored in the TJay 
of Johanrui, one of the African Isles to the 
northward of Madagascar. It is a fertile little 
spot. \\Vc here met with plenty of refreslmients 
anil very cheap. The oranges are remarkably 

fine: I took a good quantity of them : their beef 
is pretty good ; Captain Walker purchased 
several bullocks for the ship’s use and to supply 
our table. The inhabitants arc very civil, but 
arc said to be the greatest thieves in existence. 
Wc were much amused with the high titles assum¬ 
ed by them. The Prince of Wales honoured us 
with his company at breakfast, after which Mr. 
Lewin one of our passengers, took him down to 
his cabin, where having a number of knick- 

knacks. 
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knftcksj be requested his rojal highness to nnakct 
choice of some article to keep in remembrance of 
him; when to ‘Mr. L’s astonishment he fix¬ 
ed on a large inahagony book case. Which occu¬ 
pied one sfde of the cabin; and on being 
told tliat could not be spared, went away hi high 

displeasure, refusing to accept any thing else. 
The Dukeof Buccleugli wavilied our linen. H. R. 
H. the Duke of York ofticiated as boatman, and a 
boy of fourteen, who sold us some fruit, riitro- 

duced himself as Earl of IMansfield. They seeiiir 
very proud of tl>e8e titles — We all went on shore^ 
and while those who were able to walk, ramble(( 
about to view (he country, which they described 
as very delightfui, I av^aited their rclKVn in a 
thatched building erected for the accommodatioik 
of strangers. Wc were careful to return before 
•un-set, the night air being reckoned very perni¬ 
cious to Europeans—These people are almost 
constantly at war with those of the adjacent Isles. 
Being in great want of gunpowder, they pre¬ 
vailed oil Capta'ii Walker to give them the 

quantity that would have been expended in the 
customary salutes. 

Oa 
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On the 2nd. July we left Johanna, with 
A ])1easanl breeze, but* were s» 0 (>n di'iven back 
and experienced great fatigue for many daya^ 
from a lioavy rolling sea, but on the 20tli, 
at day break, we saw Old-woma»^’s Island, 
and at 11, A. M. cast anchor at Bombay. An 
lurmitig accident happened while saluting the 
Fort; tlie gunneft mate reloaded one of the guns 
without having properly cleansed it, in conse- 
(jnenoe of whitch he was blown olf into tlie water* 
Never did I behold a more shocking sight The 
poor creature’s face was covered with blood, yet 
he swam like a tlsh till a boat reached him. 
I'liank God he escaped with some slight buns, and 
'to my si^rprisse was upon deck next day. 

On the 21st we went on shore with .Mr. Cog- 

gan the Naval store-keeper, who was Miss Tur¬ 
ner’s brother-in-law. We landed in the duck-yard, 
where the many fine ships building and r^iairing 
with the number of Europeans walking about, al¬ 
most persuaded me, I was at home, till the dress' 
and dark complexion of the workmen destroyed 
the pleasing illusion—-Mrs. Coggan receiv¬ 
ed me very kindly, and by her hospitable 
triMitmeiit, rendered my stay at Bombay as a- 

U V greeabla 
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grceableas possible. On Saturday the 24ih w« 
received a visit from the Governor (Mr. 
Boddam) which { find is (p be considered as 
a great compliment. We went to churchy on the 
25th^ and in |^he evening sat up to receive compa* 
ny as also the two following evenings, a tiresome 
ceremony to me who detest parade and was mere¬ 
ly a traveller; but Mrs. Qoggan as4(r«d me it would 
be an affront to the settlement if 1 submitted not 
to the established custom. The like usage formerly 
prevailedin Bengal, but is now abolished. On the 
29th %ve went to pay our respects to the Govern-- 
or at Perellhh country seat, a delightful place 
and a charming ride to it. Indeed all the environs 
are beautiful ; in this respect it has greatly^ the ad-- 

vantage of Calcutta ; but the tow'ii itself is far 
inferior. They have a handsome church and a 
good assembly-room^ where they dance all the 
year round. 

% 

We dined one day at Mr. Ne»bit% chief of 
the Marine, who gave us a repast in the true 
aid Indian style, The tables they groan- 
^'ed with the weight of the feast.** Wc had 
every joint of a calf on the tabic at once ; near¬ 
ly half a Bengal sheep; several large dishes of 

fish; 
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ilsh; boiled and roasted turkiesj a ham^ a kid» 
tongue, fowls, and ,a long train of et ceteras. 
Tile heat was excessive, the hour two, and we 
were thirty in company, in a lower roomed house, 
80 you may conceive what sensations such a pro« 
digious dinner would produce^ It is however 

a fact that tliey ate with great appetite and per¬ 
severance, to my astonishment, who could scarce** 

ly touch a morsel. 

On the 1st. August, the Camden being ordered 
to Madras without any prospect of proceed¬ 
ing from thence to Bengal, Captain Walker 
secured a passage for Miss Micks and myself on 
the JS'oUinghamf Captain Curtis, who oHered us 
the bfst accoiiimodcilions and refused to accept 
of any remuneration. He afterwards disposed 
of his ship, but under the express stipulation 

that we should retain oui cabin. 1 dined on the 
8th at Mr. D. Scott's with our fellow passengers 
Mr. and Mrs. Levvin; and a very agreeable 
day we passed, the whole of the cuddy passen¬ 
gers being invited, so that we sat down once 
more together, assuredly for the last time. OnP 
the S3d 1 dined with Miss Bellas at her uncle's 
gardens where 1 met witha most cordial reception, 

and was introduced to Captain Christie whom 

she 
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slie nrtarriid before I quitted the settlement; atij 

alas! I must add survived her mAtriage only 
thirteen weeks, She died, as I afterwards heard, 
of a confirmed‘liver complaint* Her health 
was very bad during the whole passage; for on 
the least motion she constantly became sea-sick, 
and never overcame it; she was a most amiable 
young woman and generally beloved. 1 shall ever 
cherish her memory with affection. On the 25th 
Captain Ciutis introduced the new commander 
Captain Ross to me, and made as many apolo¬ 
gies for (putting the ship, as if he had been ac¬ 
countable to me for his conduct. Bat howc- 
ver" said he go when yon will, 1 will see 
you safe on board and clear of the Reef,*' 
whicli is a ridge of rocks at the entrance of 
Bombay harbour. This promise he performed 
on the 4th September, when having taken leave 
of our friends, he accompanied us on board the 
Ijoiiim, fur so was the J^otlingham named in 

honour of the new owner's wife. He staid until 
seven in the evening, and then went on shore 
^ with the Pilot; first calling up all his late ser¬ 
vants, whom he charged to pay me the same ut- 
tcuiion as ifhe were present. I shall ever esteem 
him. Our friendship continued unabated while 
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I i’emained in India ; he aflerwafds rnti^mai^ded 
Ihe Swalloic Packet • 9.\\(\ mine was the first and 
the lasf house he entered on each voyage; since 
mv refiirn home 1 have seldom seen him, hut that 
alters not my sentiments.—It was natural tliatl 
should quit ilombay with favourahle impressions. 
1 had been treated with much kindness and raix" 
ed with the first society on the Island: I refer 
you to other travellers for descriptions, observing 
only that provisions of all kinds are good, hut 
rather deai'j except fishj which is here in high 
perfection and very plentiful. 

^ On the 15th September we anchored in An- 
jengo roads, to take in coir rope and cables for 
which Ais is the great mart. They arc fabricat¬ 
ed of the outer rind of the cocoamit, wliosfe cpia- 
lity is such that the salt water nourishes it, and 

jt possesses also an elasticity which enables it Co 
contract or dilate itself, in proportion to the 

strain on it. This property is peculiarly useful 
in these seas, where squalls frequently come on 
with frightful violence and rapidity, and the pre¬ 
servation of an’anclior is an object of importance. 
The surf runs very high here, and is at times ex¬ 
tremely dangerous. Captain Ross brought off an 

invitation 
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invitation from IVfr. Hntchinson the chief, to 
dine with him ; but no one chose to venture on 
shore. 1 Imve not forgotten the fate of Mrs. 
‘Blomcr, who was drowned some years ago with 
Seven others in attempting to land on the beach. 

Here is a prcity strong Port on the sea side. 

Every one who went on shore spoke with rap¬ 
ture of the country. The vicinity of the great 
chain of nihifntains which separates the coast of 
Malabar from that of Coromandel, and which 
are said to be the highest in the world, (the Alps 

and Andes excepted,) gives an awful termination 
to the prospect. The water is here so indiffer¬ 
ent that few Europeans attempt to drink it. For¬ 
merly Anjengo was famous throughout India for 
its mlinufnctures of long-cloth and stockings, 
hut these have fallen to decay. We left this dan¬ 
gerous place on the!^^2nd; the wind several times 
blew so strong, we had great apprehensions of 
being driven bn shore; and a very narrow es¬ 
cape we certainly had; for on examining 
4he anchor, only one fluke was found remaining; 
the other must have been so nearly broke by the 
strain on it, that it would not bear heaving up. 

jQur passage was remarkably tedious^, though we 

had 
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had a pleasant man in command^ who kept an 
exceeding g'ood tablc^ but not expecting to be 
more than five or six weeks at sea, instead of 
twelve, our stock of fresh prof isions was quite 
exhausted long ere we reached Calcutta^ and ofir 

\y distilled water to drink. On the S7th Novem¬ 
ber we arrived, and to m 3 ' great surprise af¬ 
ter all that had been said against the probability 
of sucli an event taking place, found the Caniden, 
had been some time in the river. Mr. Baldwin 
the chief ofheer died soon after, and n^y friend 
Mr. Gooch succeeded him. In this situation 
he remained for several voyages, with Captain 
Dance till he obtained the command of the 
Lushi^i»ton, and I had frequently the pleasure 
of seeing him during my residence in Bengal. 
Being now about to enter on a new scene, 1 will 
take leave for the present and remain, 

Your*fl &c. 

i 

E. P. 


LETTER III. 
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LETTER IIL 
TO Mrs. L—— 

Blackhr4th, February, 1S15. 

My Dear MadaMj 

Atcalc^utta I met with great kiiitlness from nmay 
IVhorn I had formerly known, and who now ap¬ 
peared desirous of forwarding any plan, I might 
a,dopt At length with the approbation of Captain 
%yalker, and several oilier friends, I determiiw 
ed on placing Miss Hieks in business as a millcu- 
er. It was agreed that my name should nbt ap¬ 
pear, although I retained in my own hands the 
entire management of the concern^ allowing 
At iss H. one third of the prohts. Mr. Berry 
parser the Camden had the goodness to open 
a set of books, and to give me every necessary 
instruction how to keep them in proper orders 
which afterwards proved very advantageous in 
the prosecution of my concerns. You arc aware 
how many difficulties both from within and with¬ 
out must have opposed themselves to this design, 

and 
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and Iiow much even the «ame feeHng;.<^perate(I id 
eonirary directions ;*at least, if the wish for indi- 
pendence may be termed pride, to which it if 
certainly allied. S )oa after,* a proposal vvai 
inade me to cng\ag’c in a seminary for youn^ la¬ 
dies, on so liberal a plan, that 1 have since fre- 
qiien(l 3 % regretted not having complied with the 
solicitations of niy friends; bdt I had in fact gone 
rathertoo far to recede, havingmadeseveral large 
pnrrhascs, wliieli co’.jld not be disposed of sud¬ 
denly bnt at considerable loss. Witliin four 
months after our arrival, IMiss Hichs married Mr. 
J.(acey; and the following Cbri.stmas lay in of a 
.fine bo 3 % b;i-t unfortunately lost him at the end 
ofsi^^ weeks; after which her lieali.li declined 3o 
fust, as to render It. absolutely necessary tliat she 
jhould proceed to Europe. I took that opportuni¬ 
ty of sending home for education, a natural child of 
my husband’s, whose birth had caused me bitter af¬ 
fliction; yet I could not abandon him, though be 
was deserted by his natural protector. Tliey accord¬ 
ingly embarked on the 5th of September 1786, on 
the Severn Packet Captain Kidd, with every pros¬ 
pect of a favourable passage; butonthcOth. owing 
to the rapidity of the current, the vessel struck 
'pii a aaiiih called the Broken Ground, ju^st below 

W w Ingellca 
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Ingellee, and every European on board unhapp{« 
]y perished, except the second officer in whose 

arms the poor little boy expired ; but Mrs Lacey 
supported herself* in the fore chains with exem¬ 
plary fortitude, till a tremendous sea broke over 
them, and he saw her no more, but by great exer¬ 
tion reached the shore on a broken spar. I felt 
her loss severely, for she possessed a mind and 
spirit that would have graced any station. 

After this melancholy event I was compelled to 
conduct business in iny own name, but on a 
more extensive scale, and succeeded toleraldy 
well, till the unlucky year 1788, when sucii im¬ 
mense investments were brouglit out, ihuf. near¬ 
ly all concerned in that branch of commerccf 
were involved in one common ruin. Yielding 
to the storm, fori had large consignments whreh 
I was compelled to receive, my brother having 
become security for them at home, I solicited- 
and obtained the indulgence of my creditors for 
eighteen months under four trustees^ Messrs. Fair- 
« lie, Colvin, Child, and Moscrop, whose names 
were sufficient to sanction any Concern; and 
such was the confidence reposed in my in¬ 
tegrity, that everything remained in my own 

” liands 
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liands aa formerly. Never^ I am proud to sty, 

was that confidence abused ; pardon the seem- 
ing vanity of this assertion; injusti(;e to my 
OAyn character,! in^ust say thus much, and can 
boldly appeal to those wli^o are hef^jt acquainted 
yyith. the v^hole transaction for the truth of my 
ttat^meint. Having received several consign¬ 
ments from my kind frienclg at hoii\e, whicli 
told to great advantage, and various other 
means suggesting themselves, wherein, I was 
benevolently assisted by many who saw and com¬ 
passionated my arduous struggles after iudepen- 
dc.nqc, I succejeded in seliliug either in money or 
goods, every claim ou me, and again becama 
possessed of a little property i when in th^ begin¬ 
ning; of 1794, anxiety to see my dear friends, fed 
me to resolve on returning once more to Europe. 
1 must here mention what operated' as a strong 
encouragement to prosecute the plan immediately. 
In May 179'1 Mr, Benjamin Lacey brother of ray 
lamented friend’s husband-came to Bengal, bring¬ 
ing out a small investment for me. Lreceived him 
into my family, andaltho* only nineteen years of 
age, he evincedsueh abilities, that 1 soon obtain¬ 
ed a situation for him, where he conducted him¬ 
self so much to the satisfaction of his employeii, 

as 


N 
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t§ to tJO Intfitsled with confidfnti»l cammlssiofiil 

f 

to Madras and elsewhere, which he executed with 

judgment and iRtcgrity. This young man hap¬ 
pening to be in Calcutta, I embraced the oppor¬ 
tunity ofleafiring to him the management of my 
concerns. As a pi oof that my confidence was 
not misplaced, allow me heie to notice, lhataltho* 
my stock and bills wcfe deliycied over to him 
without iincniory, or engagement on his part 
when \ left India, he in the course ofc^et?C 82 da}^ 
after, tran'smitted legulay accounts of the whole, 
and where placed, making himself answerable 
for the pjocceds in the strongest manner; so that 
had weboth died, roy fiiends would have foiind 
no difficulty in claiming my effects. Uavidg by 
his assistance laid in a small investmenti lem- 
bgiked on the ^jth INIaich on huaid the Ameii- 
can ship Henr^, Oaplain dacob Crowninslueld, 

bound CdrQstend; and on tbeSffth the pilot qnit- 
ed us. 1 fouhd the Henry a snug little vessel^ 
Capt. p. a well behaved man, and his officers, 
though not of polished manners, yet in theic 
way diqiosed to offer nfe every attention that 
could render the passage agreeable. I suffered 
at timeaCrom iffe heat, but on the whole enjoy- 

9 

'Cd better health than during my former voyage. 

Buying 
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* 

Hftviffg drtly fltle passenger an board besidei 
myself, b^t little occurred to relieve the mono¬ 
tony of a sea life: I frequently played clicks, and 
vas almost constantly beaten. Cards and back¬ 
gammon had their turn, but 1 grew Jiired of all ; 
till at length, on the 2d July we anchored off St, 
Helena, 

* I 

I wen^ on shore in the afternoon and learnt 

t 

with some vexation that a large fleet sailed only 
the day before. 1 wished to have written, speci¬ 
ally 8)? we. were not bound direct to England. 
Many changes had happened in this curious 
little Island, during my twedve years absence. 
Eew rOcoHecled me; but Captain Wall of the 
Buccleugh formerly chief officer of the Valen^ 
tine, behaved with the greatest aticnli.>n,—I shall 
ever acknowledge his kindness. Fresh provisi¬ 
ons were very scarce, a drought had prevaile<l 

4 * I ‘ 

until this season for four year^, and it vyould re¬ 
quire three good seasons to repair the damage 
sustaiued, by their stock perishing for want of 
Water--A circumstance liappened during ouir 

ftay, the like of which was not remembered hf 
Che oldest inhabitant, though from thudppear*^ 
^oe of Che place^ one would conclude suchetent^ 


were 
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wcFceomroon ; alacfre fn^^ment of rode, de(ach» 
ed by the moisture, fell from the side of Ladder 
Hill, on a sfnall^ out-house at the upper end of 

tJie valley; in which two men were sleeping in 
separate be^ls. The stone broke thro' the top 
oud lodged between them, the master of the 
bouse was sutlbcated, it is supposed, by the vuh* 
bish, as no bruises were found on bis body; 
the other man forced, his way through, and gave 
alarm, but not time enough to saye h.is con\« 
panion. This accident has caused inai\y to 
tremble for their safety, since all the way up 
the valley, bouses are built under similar projec¬ 
tions, and will some time or other probably 
experience the same fate. Among the Alps 
such things arc coinmpn. An unpleasant affair 

also occurred to me. I had, when last hcre^ 
given a girl who luid attended me from Calcutta, ^ 
and behaved very ill, to, Mrs. Mason, with 
whom 1 boarded, under a promise that 
should not be sold, consequently no slave paper 
passed. Mr. Mason, however, in defiance of 
this prohibition, disposed of her for £ 10. This 
act militating against the established regulations, 
advantage W 9 ,s t^ken of my return to the Island, 
to call upon, me as tire original offender, no^ 
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only for that snm, but a demand was made of 

# 

£ 60 more, to pay the woman's passage back 
to Bengal with her two childrei^! !l After every 
etFort, I could only obtain a mitigation of £ 10, 
eing forced to draw on my brother,P. at sixty 
days sight in favour of the Court of Directors, for 
£ 60, a sum that I could ill afford to lose, but 
the strong hand of power left me no alternative. 
On the 6th July we quitted St. Helena, and on 
the 11th anchored off Ascension. Our Captain 
and the gentlemen went on shore to look at the 
Island. The following remarks 1 extract from 
his journal. “ The soil near the sea, appears 
" dry and barren in the extreme, like cinders 
from* a fire; indeed the whole Island bears 
evident marks of the former existence of vol- 
" canoes, several craters still appearing on tha 
" hills; perhaps it owes its origin to some great 
** convulsion of nature, as I am persuaded does 
'' St. Helena: altho* the sea coast presents a 
** dreary view, yet on walking farther the pros- 
'' pect becomes enchanting; a most delightful 
verdure covers the smaller hills, and the val^ 
" lies; and no doubt they afford plenty of water> 
** tho* not being very well, I was too much fa* 

I* tiguedto examine. The ^nd officer saw five 

or 
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"m’six^oats, but coaid not get near 
** to file at tbein’* 

Numbers of man-of-war birds and eggs were 
taken, whicii proved to be good eating; they 
likewise caught the finest turtle 1 ever saw, 
weighing near 400 lbs, but by an act of unpar^' 
clonable negligence iii people so situated, it 

t 

it was suffered to walk overboard in the night. 
We haJ however the good hicktocalch a fine 
albercaorc which weighed near lO'J Jbs, its flesh 
when roasted resembled veal; we were fortunato 
in having an excellent cook on boartf, who real¬ 
ly made the most of Our scanty provisions. Qii 
the ."ird of August, three large ships hove in 

sight, one of which bore down towards tts and 
fired several guns to bring its to. Tlvcy sent a 
boat on board with orders for our Captain to 
attend the commander; he cante badt, to our 

great joy, in about half an hour, having been 
treated with much civility by the French Captain, 
it was now we heard the distressing news of 

Ostend being in the hands of the French; in¬ 
deed tliey b,oaste(Lof having gained the tjtdvan- 

tege every where, except in the West Indies.— 
These were three frigates mounting (rom ^28 to 
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t}i€y had beeaSO^daya^ froin^Br^tanA 
bail taken pii^es. We had b^en assured by 
Captain Wall, that tM Fceneh dared not slievtr, 
tlieir no^ea io. tlnacbannek but 1 with sorrow 
npvi( vvijlnes^ tbe contrary^ not on my own acp 
count/ bein^ safe enouglv on board an Amert*. 
can; but Captain C. informed me^ Qiera werh. 
mpre than 200 .English prisoners on board, thosn 
8bip?v--Henpwac<qupinted mje with, bis detcS’ini- . 
najtjoii to, proceed to Antprica, and very 
ly offered me a passage, that 1 might witness thp 
disposal of aiy property, which I of course decijn- 
0 Sl!.^®lhig the ll®ust deaijce.to prolong my 
uoyagei. So having arranged. ii\y aJOSairs in, thp 
1^8^ manner possible under existing^ circum;- 
st^pccs^ 1 took a final leave,pf the Heitry^ op the 
4th. September, and;landed wjth my baggage at 
Cowes in the I^Ie of Wight.—From this plac^ 
I soon reached Condonpjeased. as ^ wptdi to 
behql^ scenes from, which, I had b^epso^ 
yepfs bpiiishpd> apd^ apticipatipg. the, delight 
yplh.wjiich my d§ar father would rpeeiye his.iong 
pbsmtfj.childj Alas !. I waf dopmfd ^ behold him 
no more. He expired oply four months before 
my arrival—^The remainder of my family I had. 
the happiues^.of finding in perfect health—* 



Tile prepetty teutio Americn came tor»tolecell^^ 
fAil.rket> bol Cai>iain Crowniusbtelil inatee^ of 
pmkitfcg the Kelvins in cuiih/seiit a s(np called the 
J^^nerva, with his yodPj^^er hrotUbv; 'Ilidiard- 
CrowniiibliielU in commtind bf her; WhichUbip if 
>vas proposed that 1 should take out to India un« 
drr certain conditions. She was a line tiew 
of aboi^t 30D Ions hUlrtheit; I Inkd Her Cpppdred^ 
atid proposed her first jpakin^ si voyU'^e to Ame^ 
ilca^ and on her return sdlitug for Beiigdl abp.ul^ 

Chfistfims: 'Blit 'wheii completely fitted for sea;’ 
iftith a picked cargo on board for Boston, she ' 
took (Ire by the bursliug of a bottle ' of aquafoiT*^ 
lis, *wbicH had been negligently stowed aOlong* 
dtlier goodbj and tliougli immediately scuttled and^ 
dyery precaution taken/sustained material da^- 
jhage« .This involved ip.c in a series of tnisfur*’ 
tiones, Mr'v Wynne who had ‘ shipped' to- 
the atfiouht of j64SS: on * the 'Min^i:vd, by‘ 
Jh'crO ’^accident' discovVred that^ cont^a^y Ip Uik‘ 
opBiion, '- the^ Oaptain was\'responsible 
foi: godds committed; to. ii^ charge dtn^r * 

gukr blllsi'of ladings and accolrdihgiy 
^ cod iin‘action aj^ainst luitv," id 'which ’Ho' wai 
Ouc^essfuH the* whole deH^%nd. costs neitr ’J0^^ 
.felling cm t|io* C^pts^p^^uud froi^ his 



<^tlsT(tecIsfOH cfltiised n cltitn^el in llti? fflriaft 

bilk df kdiii^, which now eontain clauses 

# 

l^inst fire and several of Her casualties, v^hereiftii 
Ijetore **"1116 dang'era of the seas** were alode 
excepted. Thus did my loss Operate to the adh 
vantage of others. To prevent the; total wree|t 

I 

of my little property, I was compelled to pro¬ 
ceed inimedtatcly ort the original plan, as afford¬ 
ing the only chance of attaining independencOi 
and ultimately securing a home in my native 
country. 

Having resolved nevef egain^to travel atone, 
1 engaged a iss 'rripler gs a companion, for 
two years, at £ 30 per annum ; but had soon 
cause io, regret the agreement. 'A proposal be- 
iflg'made by my dearest friend Mrs. -I—n tb^tahe 
out a young lady, who had been educated in 
England, and was going to rejoin her friends 
in Bengal, 1 felt no disposition to refuse,^ .pav¬ 
ing frecjuently seen Miss R—s, and hnowing 
to be a most amiable little girl ; besides es I ^4 
a piano^fm'te, and a pair of globes wi4i^ ^p4 
' -a good eolleciion •of boolis, 1 we* pleafsed with 
tlie idea of contributing to her improypm^t, 
'Slid vnhusing myself at Use ntne 
* being 
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bluing obliged to loach at Gaernsipy, I ‘deteYMifO* 
ed'lo joih her there; so, on the I7ih Jdlytdie 
•ailed for that place. Miss Tripler and my Ben<* 
gal servant pVoceeding on her, as the most 
saving plan. Here let me pause, reserving the 
account of ^y third V6yage for another letter. 

I remain truly yoifr*i 
E. F. 


LETt'EA IV. 

TO Mrs. L 

BlAc&heIth, $4th I^sbruary, 1815. 

Mr Dear Madam. 

On Sunday the 2ii d August 1795 at 5. AM. 
Miss 'R- 8 and myself, accompanied by 

Captain Richard Crown inshield quilted Lon¬ 
don for^oothampton, from whence the packets 
sail for Guernsey. I did not leave my sisters 
and nieces without deep regret; they were 
'ateqys very dear to me, but now, having lost 

Biy 
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irtj^ jmrenU^ the tie was ^rawnitill closer { abstrftd^ 

ed-frotn this constderaiton^ I rather rejqioed Mi 

* • 

Quitting England^ as th^ whole time of my stay 
had lieen iinbittcred by a succeasioa of losses 
and disappoinlineiiUj arising parti/ from my 
individual misfortune respecting the ship, agd 
partly from the gene4*al state of commerce at 
this inauspicious period. Alas! in the number 
of wretched Emigrants whom I saw crowding 

the port of Southampton, 1 felt that 1 had but 
too many fellow-suferers^ and It was easy ta 
read in many a sorrowful countenance lliat^ 
I* the times were out of joint.** 

On arriving there," we Were advised to go on 
by laud to Lymington, and embarh thence; 
this gave me airOpportunity of passing a few 
hours at Newtown Park, a short mile from 
fning*on, the residence of Mrs. | .. 

sister Mrs. P——n. The house andgrounds 
are strikingly beautiful, and an Observatory -at 
the top of Uie tbriner, commands an exteiistre 
view over the Isle of Wight, and great part^f 

the channel: and Mrs, ?'■>■■■■*■'>■ . •n assured. 

me, that not long before, slie saw from Ibenfe 
near four haudred vessel sail together. 

wind 
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Vccantin^ fair, w& embarked on thoStltir 
Angnati and next evei1in|i^ aafeljr rearkeil the 
nfrva at Otiernaey. We found aM on boitnl 
gently fatigued, ,the ship having arrived onl^^ 
the night befcwe, after a most hafrrassing pas¬ 
sage of eighteen days. an escape we had f 
On the 8th we went on shore ; passed through 
the market, which appears to he ^ell supplied, 
particularly with fruit, vegetables, poultry, and 

butter; we took a quantity Pf the latter',- Vrhich 
la\Hted perfectly good Ulf the way out. I vvat 
plea'^ed with the m irket people', they v^ere so 
remarkably clean and civil. The wonaen worfti. 
bonnets with enormous stiffened crowns, under- 
praUi which, they had. becoiniug laced mobs. 
Provisions are in general good and cheap; the 
^sh excellent; such delicious soles 1 never tas¬ 
ted any where. We went to church and beard 
prayers- in b>Sth> French and English; a diailet:^ 
jof the former prevails; here, but U is a vile jar¬ 
gon, J cuAki scarcely iitulerstai>d one word in ted. 

mast bie» very beakhy place;. I saw here a 
1p4y Vflie, at llieage of nineiy^our, had full pos- 
rMemn of;hef faeuUies, aiid I Iieard there were s'e^ 
aeral btbers on the island nearly of the sbnie ajge. 
Ma. Ta|ipir,.a gentlemwiy to* whem 1 Itad b" 
h ' wae 
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* 

witi Ms 76lhy«af; he? and his tvhole farffilf’’ 
pafd Miss —*•^-^8 and myself i!ie * 


■ V 
[»• 


aCCehtidn. I 'was to? see the magni 

Hcenf style in wfekh’'tlierr hdijse' \^si}tted u|>,‘ 
tile di'a Wing lodw atbye was of silver, the cor-* 
fains rich silk, widi gilt coruicea; Jhe cMnmey.* 
post eighty 'pounds, and every other article 
dorrespdnding; but efeii ‘lhege were trittuig, 
wheti compared with the iriany capital painting^ 
and valuable'pyiiits^ which hdbrned every rooid 


ill ike house. I afterwards found that tlie pre¬ 
vailing taste with the wealthy here, is forex-, 
pensive bourses; for the roads are so bad and 
sleep, that single-hoi'se chaises are the only car¬ 


riages ill hse. Qn Ihe 1,7th iVugust. Mr. J. Tap¬ 
per came by appoiiilineut to shew us the Island, 
of which we made almost the tour* The lands' 

arc highly cultivated, but .such roads I never 


saw ; Uiey arc barely, wide enough 'to ddmit^a 
chaise; forUiialely we met only one, which bdek^ 
ed for us to pass,, I admire the exact manner in 
which the hedges are kept,, they add great 
beauty to tbejproBpectji 1 have fieldoui seeo. morb 
pict^si^ue views^ tfce land and sea vailiesary 
particulaily ihrikihg* Their .parties, though e!^ 
puti, artp hy aft means, je^eiudive; for 
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duly free, and the best wii^esdo not cost inor^ 
tl^n ]6f( perdoaeiiji except claret, which is atfionjti 

C 

25 to 2Ss. The hospitality with which we were 
al) ti'cated by tlijs worthy tauiiiy, excited thoi 
most grateful emotions; and I bdde 4iein adiei\ 
With siiieerci regret. 


I am 

YQura truly 

E. F. 


LETTER V. 

Blic&heath 35th Februftry 1815« 
Mr DjbiB Maoa^c. 

We were a pretty large party on board; 
Mr. CainpbeH, fresh from the Highlands of Scot- 

t 

land, on whom the ofltcers were continually play¬ 
ing iheir jokes ; Mr. Smith, a youth going to 
the Madeiras, and Mr. Regait, who was one of 
the most Interesting yoang men I ever met with: 
his manners were elegant, his mind highly po¬ 
lished, and his disposition pkeid and benevolent; 
but he appeat^ed bending beneath a deep dejec¬ 
tion : 
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^iojn^ $ he never joined in conversation,, if it were 
gay; lie ate no more tlifin barely sufficed 

^nd U^q’ from pojitervess and native auavity, he 

1* 

pever refused to. joi;i our eveifing parties ajfc^ 
cards, };et his depression was visild^^ even 
In the moments o.f amusement. l|e had been-, 
brought up in Russia, and ha.d, for bis age (which 
^Quld npt b.e more tlian %^) seen much of tbef, 
world, and. evidently mixed in the hrst society, 
and 1 apprehend some singular blight (md 
]^appened in hi^ fortunes.. 


On the 7th September we landed at Funclialh 
the Capital of Madeira, I wa^ exceedingly de^ 
lighted with our approach to the Island: thn 
town is baiit on rising ground, and,as, you draw 
near to it, appears imposing and magnificent, 

having several charehes. and convents. Be^ 

* ' - 

bind tjhe town the ground riaes abruptly into 

* » » * • t \ ! 4 

steep hills, covered with vineyards, and orna« 
mented with pleasure houses, at once exhibiting 
the appearance of prosperity and cuhivatipn^ 
and the cbartps. of picturesque and romantic 

scenery .—A Mr. X4,-rr to whom I hadlet* 

ters, went with us to a Hotel; for unfortiif 

' j. ^ k 

_ , j " > 

palely his lady being in England, lie could lidt 

Y Y entertatu 
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4L8 at his own house. Living m iliMI 
Aihontr*^ *ww very expen^ye and thsagreeabi^, 

ik6, we ptfd 5s. each for dinner, exclusive. 

- >■ , ^ ' ' ' ■ ' ■" ' ' ■ ■ 

ef wine; and neither the waiter, nor any o» 

tfter servant, uirderstood a word of English^ 

ether language, wn Cpuldspeak. it was oa« 

^ with the landlady we could have any com« 

thttiueation. We found' Funchall much lest. 

« 

beautiful than its first appearance promised.;. 

1 

the streets were ill paved, narrow, dirty and 
i^olitary; but the great church is a handsome, 
^oilding, and Ih^ hospital.a very excellent one^ 
before which is a fine fountain, whiciv is always, 
a refreshing sight in a country like thl^. The^ 
American (/onsuf visited the next moi:ning^ 
and invited to hi.s coq,ntry houay, for.which^ 
we sat out at five o’ clock. Miss R 


a 


and 1 were in silk net hammocks, sluh^ 
poles, and each carried by two men, who went 

^ ..r Is. , i'. i*T\ } •• . ' ’•I 

at a great rate, «|on8idering the road la;^ up a, 
stee^ hill;^ this is the onl^ mode of (^onveyance^ 
except riding on horse back, as no wheel car« 
riages cgn be nsed in a country so hiny-«>They 

V 4 L f*.. i * k* * * 

empl^ a kind of dj^sy or sledge drawn l^y 
|o tiansjport g^s. 


Wo 
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We found a large party assembled; the lady 
ttf- the hoiise^ a pleasant Irish geaUevrofnam 
liad ell the frankndss and lioapitalily of bef 
coantry^ and with her husband, a m09i amiable 
-and companionable man^ made us quickly for<* 
get we were strangers. Even the Pprtuguafe 
-ladiesj seemed familiar with us, tUoV unluckily 
- we could not converse with them.: We had 
a bain at nighty but the weather being too 
warm for dancing, we exchanged it feu' whist. 
][ cannot help observing here, how frequently 

people who travel, will find an advantage in 
knowing some thing of this game, as they may 
fit down with persons of different nations and 
latsguagesand enjoy with them an amusement, 
that for the time, admits of an interchange of ideas 
and facilitates good-will, even where conversati¬ 
on is denied. We sat down above thirty to an ele- 
^nt supper; the grapes 1 found delicious here, 
hut the season for other fruits was over. The 
Tmeyards are tended with unusual care; 4he 
gnj^pes of which wine is made, are not suffer¬ 
ed to ripen in the sun, which they told me 
H the.reason of the superior flavour in Madei- 

most delight- 
hole town" of 
Pundiall 


la wine. The Consul’s house was 
fnltjr situatedit over-looked the w 
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Fiinc!>ft11> <be surrotinding tountryj and the 
•pfeadtng ocean; it had a beautiful gardert/ 
iiyhich t>roduced abundance'of peaches^ apricots; 
quinces, apples, pears, walnuts, bananas, gua* 
vas, and *pine*apple8, and behind rose a finer 
grove of pine trefes. I quitted this paradise with' 
regret, and i:ound my iide*down*hill, very fatigH* 
ingand disagreeable. 

* 

We staid here till the 2lst, and by means of 
our first friend, spent several pleasant days, and 
gay evenings, but tl>c weather was sd intolerably 
bot, and the travelling so disagreeable, that if I 
had not been detained by business, 1 would much 
rather have passed my time on board. One day 
we went with the American Consul to ‘visit a 
Convent of Ursulines; we found the Chapel door 

open, but were not suffered to pass the thres¬ 
hold : the nuns were very chatty, and like most 
ignorant persons, exceedingly curious, asking a 
hundred ridiculous questions. How very different¬ 
ly do human beings pass the time allotted them in 
this probationary existence! Surely, to consume 
‘it in supine indolence or vain repetitions*' can 
never, render us more acceptable to Him, who ia 
the fountain of light and knowladge. We ate some 

preserved 
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ptcwirved pcac1ip< with them, which the CensSk 
pfiid foir, and ihen took our leave; but Were t'oreeil 
to submit to a salute *from the sisters, winch we 
would gitidly have dispensed with, for they all took 
ttjn enormous quantity of snutf. These are the 
(inly nuns I ever saw who do Hot conceal 
UiOirbair. On leaving these pious ladies, we 
v ent to Golgotha, Or the chapel of skulls, (aS it 
is called) being entiiely lined with skulls an(l 
other human bones. What an idea! 

We drank lea the same day, with Signor Es-* 

tncradoj whose large house and extensive grounds 

once belonged to the Jesuits. This is one of th^ 

* 

richest families in the Island; the display of plate 
surprised me; the tea tray was (he largest 1 evee 
saw, and of massive silver; Wine and svyeatmeate^ 
were served in the same costly style. After tea 
there were several minuets danced; they with 
difficulty suffered us to depart, and were the means 
of iuirodticing us to another pleasant evening 
party, where the lady of the house played r^ 
markably well on the piano-forte, and sung in a 
style of superior excellence. , 

One day we went on horse-back, to visit to 
church of Nossa Senhora de la Monte,(our Lady 

of 
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the Miount) about three mifetf from Part* 
chall, upon k very liigh ground; which miisl 
have cost a large sum in 'building. The ds- 
Icont to if, is at least by a hundred slips. Tli^i 
chtrcli is nollarge, L‘ut liclily ornamented: fher^ 
fs a wonder-^Vorkiil^ iniage bf Ihe virgin,, in h 
chrystal shrine, very small, not mhjre than twek 
feel high, it looks exactly like a doll ; but her 
little ladyship, howfever insignificant Her. ap^ 
pearance< had Inore votaties than any other saint 
on the Island. Here we saw some paintings, 
wiiicli bonsidered as the work of a self- 
taught Gen>u<:, (and I was as>Urcd this wad^.a fact) 
had extraordinliry merit. In this little excursiort, 
1 tvas surprised to see the diversity of climatO 
exhibited in a ishott distanfce; fhe vhUage was 
over, below; while the grapes afdurid tis were 
like bullets, and tarn told they rteVer completely 

'I* 

ripen; we observed the same effect in Mf Mar- 
ray's planiation, half a mile lower. This 

gentleman, who was the English Consul, had 
laid out above £ 20,000 in improving a spot, 

which after all, will never bring any thing to 
malurit}; yet it is a roost charming place; 

there are three ranges of gardens, one above 

another, the lower are Very large and wcU.lald 

out. 
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on a levels arlliicially formed, in the micbt of 
which stands a good.hoa^e, but not sufficiently et 
leganttocom^ond with such extensive grounds.* 
In these are several reservol!rSj containing gold 
and silver fish, which are supplied with water 
by small cascades, so as to be l)9ept constantly 
full: Nor are Mr. array's improyements con* 

hue^to hiaown estate; the road up to the mou|i,t 
and the wall which secures it, with many foi^i^* 
tains, conduits, and reservoigs, were made by 
bim. He has also opened jnany cross-paths, 
winding round the hi^ in the prettiest manner 

Imaginable, with stone seats, ^iid alcoves, to rest 

*1 

on from time to time; and has planted the hoi* 
low^ with chestnut trees, entirely at his own ex¬ 
pence. Poor man! he had been obliged by ill 
health to abandon his little, paradise, and was at 

i 

this time in Lisbon. We afterwards called upoa 
the British Vice-Consu^ Mr. (f —k, at his country 

seat, which, was remarkable for its exteusive 
prospect: we thought him Mrs. C. very 
good kind of people, but were surprized to 

find that altho* the latter was English, she had 
resided abroad from infan.cy, and knew scarcely 
a bnndred worda of her naUve language. 


Altha* 
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Altho' we were certainly treated with mueht 

4 

^mdnees and hospitality at <this place, yetwera 
wh assured, that the inhahitanls had little enjoy^ 
tnent of society with each other; that beiii*; all 
eng^aged in one liive of n\erchaudi7/i*, (he pur¬ 
suits of intereU^ were found (o jar with (hose oC 
good-fcllo.Wship; and that on the whole, MadeU 
I a was an unpleasant residence, ei^cept to the. 
sick, and the way-faring. 

lanv 

Yours truly 

E. F, 

LETTER VL 
TO Mrs. L— s?" - "-. ■. 

BticKHEATHp ^Stu February^ 1815. 

Mx Djeak Madam; 

We were njuch tossed by the equinoctial gales 
on quitting Madeira, as might be expected; bnt 
on tlie 23rd September we obtained a sight of 
the peak of Teneritfe: all that day, we kept 
standing in for the land, but to little purpose. 


as 
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ttl the mountains are too'high to admit of ap** 
proach, except in p cairn. On the 26th wo 
cast anchor in the road of Qratavia: the visit- 
boat came out, and as soon ag oiir hill of health 
had been examined, the Ouptaiu was permitted 
to goon shore. I sent by him a lette^which, Mr. 

p-,the Arnei ican Consul at Madeira, had 

gitfen me, and received in reply a most cordial 
invitation from Mr. and iVIrs. Barry for Miss 
p—and myself, to take up our abode 
with them during our stay; with which we 
thankfully complied in the evening. The ap¬ 
pearance of this country, pleased ine much 
better than Madeira, as it is more cultivated and 
better inliabited: the city of Qratavia consti¬ 
tute? a fine feature in the beautifnl scerie. We 
'were received most kindly by the worthy cou¬ 
ple who invited us, and at who^e house we met 
with the best society in the Island. I greatly 
prefer the Spanish ladies to the Portuguese, 
finding them more easy in their manners, and 
much better educated. Many spoke French and 
Italian with facility, and several had been so 
connected with the English, as to have attained 
enough of the language, to be tolerably intelli¬ 
gible in it: their persons were pleasing, and 

% z some 
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some would Jjave been really liandsomc, ^)ut 
for, (be presence of Mrs. Bari’J, who altho* ii| 
!ier Ihirty-fourdi year, I thought the most 

beaulifni woman J ever beheld. She was in 
England just before Sir Joshua Reynold's death, 
and he deelpred repeatedly, tJiat would his 
health permit him ever to take another picture, 
it should be Mrs. Barry's. Her height 
commanding, with just enough of the epibon* 

pohit to be agreeable. Dimples have been call¬ 
ed "the first of the graces,** I never saw a 
countenance display more of them ; her saiUa 
was perfectly fascinating. 


. 1 was disappointed in my intention of ascend¬ 
ing the Peak of TencrilFe, the season being (oo 
far advanced; and I was assured by many' that 
1 was quite unequal at any time to hove enduj^v- 
ed the fatigue. After travelling 15 mi^ over 
loose stones and rugged ascanis, you $nd your¬ 
self still at the foot of the Peak; her^ it is necesv 


sary to remain (i|i (wo in (h^ morping, when 
thetask'ofclan}bering begins, over puinice stones 




and ashes, and should ypu reach tlie top by 6un« 
rise, ybu Vft'siy Cst^^m yoursdlf very fortunate: 
fbar hours are generally allowed for the aseenti 
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•nd after all, ^lionH t!ie be eiivcb>j)t'(1 m 
clouds^ which is jVeqaendv the case, you have 
joar Fftboiir for yo:tr i but on a clear day 
the view is truly sublime; you cun distinctly see 
the seven Canary Islands; some assert that both 
the Continent of Africa and the Island of Madeira 
have been sqew from hence; but I (la'inot sup¬ 
pose the human vision capable of extending* so 
far, tho* I do not doubt that both places are 

comprehended within the immense horizon such 
a prcKligious height luay command. Having 
heard a very gofxl account nfSau^a Cruz, which 
is between *i0 and ;jl> miles across the Island, 
we determined to visit it, little aware of the 
roads we must encounter. Ladies here travel 
on Asses, on which are placed a sort of armed 

chair, with ciisliions and a foot^stoo!; (his plan 
appeared to be easy, but we soon found tliat 

the roads at Madeira, were bowling greens com¬ 
pared to these; how the poor animals that bore 
lis, contrived to keep their legs, clambering over 
the rocks that fron> time to time had tallen in 
the path, I know not; the shocks they gave me 
I shall never forget. Mr. Barry had provided a 
cold turkey, wine &c. fora repasr, and nlien rea-* 
dy for it> wc went into a peatant's cottage, ftnd 

dined 



«r 
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dined comfortably, endeavourirtg 16 laugh a- 
way our fears and fatigues; the remains of our 
meal aHbrded a feast to tlie peasants, who live 
in a most wretched stvle, seldom tasting*; either 
meat, eggs, or milk: the motiter of the mistress 
of the cottage was near eighty^ and to see, 
with what * eagerness the poor old creature 
watched every morsel we put into our mouths, 
was really afTectiUg.* Notwithstanding their 

coarse fare, the common people liere, are 
a stout, hardy race; fair tomplexioned, well 
featured, and remarkably lively, as we found 
by our attei^daiUs, for us each animal lias a 
man to guide it, we were almost stunned by 
their incessant chatter. Soon alter dinner, we 
renewed our journey? my animal fell down, 
but I was not hurt, and for the next five miles, 
o?ir road was easy, and lay over a delightful plain 
which brought us to the ancient city of f^guna, 
the Capital of the Island, which is tolerably large, 
well inhabited, and has two good churches, with 

several convents ; from thence the road to Santa 
Cruz lay entirely on the descent, over large 
stones and fragmenls of rock. The jambling 
Vvaa horrible, and pour surcroit de malheur, so 
strong a wind blew from the sea, that my 
whole strength was scarce sufficient to hold my 

umbrella; 
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winbrella ; yet I did not dare give it up, ilid 
rays of the sun were so po\1rerfuI, and the re¬ 
flection from the stones ihtoleraWe. I was at 
one time so exhausted, that 1 declared I must 
give up the journey, but the creature 1 rode, 
carried me on in spite of me, and stopped not 
until we arrived at the house of Mr. R—-<y 

in Santa Cruz, who gave us all a hearty welcome. 
This gentleman lived in a most delightful situa¬ 
tion fronting the Mole, where notwithstanding 
our fatigue, we walked in the evening, when 
our good host got tipsy for joy, and with great 
diBiculty allowed us to retire. Alas I weary as 
we were, the musquitoes would scarcely per¬ 
mit us to sleep ; my companion sulTered terribly 
from them. 

Santa Cruz i^ indeed a llue place, and the 
country around, well deserves the pen of Mrs. 
Ralcliilc to celebrate its cloud-eapt mountains, 
vallies teeming with abundance, that in tire 
language of llo^y Writ, seemed to''Laugh and 
" sing*' beneath the eye of their majestic moun¬ 
tains ; and here to render every coup d’oeil com¬ 
plete, the vast Atlantic occupies the front, and' 

offers its immense world of waters to our contem^ 
plation. 


The 
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'the most mirious, perhiips I oii/jht la say fire 
most iTZ^eresliffg* circumstance timt happeneci ta 

' t 

me in this expedition, was the violent passioiit 
OUT tind entertarner conceived for tnc, and 

t 

which was certainly opened in a manner per¬ 
fectly new. " My dare soul, what shall f do t(V 
^‘plase you? Is it fifty pipes of wine you would 
like? hmt why will I talk of wine ? you shall 

•• have my house, my garden, all I have in the 
** world!: at nine o'clock to-morrow I will resign 

every thin g up to you, and by J--s if 

yon’ll consent to marry me, 1*11 be drunk eve- 
** ry day of my life just for joy.** Irresistible 
as the last argument was, my heart of adamant 

withstood it. Poor R-y ! never did a 

kinder heart, a more generous spirit exist, and 
but fora fault which indeed proceeded really 
from the warmth of hia heart, he would have 
been a most agreeable companion ; he was be-* 
loved by every one. Poor man f let me here 
close his history, by recording that he was since 
Jtilled by a shot in the streets of Santa Cruz, at 
. the time of Lord Nelson's attack against it. We 
.returned soon after this declaration, and found 
|he road present objects of new beauty, because 

we were a little more at ease in our conveyance, 

from 
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fi*om habit,—We found a new guest, w itii Mrs. 
Barry, a Mr. EJvjrards, who was just arrived 
fixiiii Turkey and attended by a,native of that 
country; he was co:npleteIy a citizen of Uie 
world, held -a commission in the ser^'ice of the 
Grand Si^inior, had been every where, and seeij 

every thing; he was elegant, acJcomnlished 
and every way agreeable.—Our fellow voyageE 

*M|.. c-11 during all the time we were 

at Teneriffe, continued the butt of the Captain’s 
jokes, in which others were too ready to join 
him; on our return, they persuaded him that 
his legs were swelled, which was ever the pre¬ 
cursor of mortal disease in the Island, and the 

» * ' 

poor fellow submitted to be swathed in flannel^ 
and dosed with every nauseous mess they gave 
him, with the utmost patience, until Mr. Barry's 

' 'i 

good nature released the victim, who was to be 
sure the most ignorant creature in the ways of 
the world, 1 ever inet with. 

I c 

* 

I cannot omit to mention, that when we 
left Santa Criiz, one of Mr. B 's servants 

walked oyer from Oratavia that morning, and * 
returned with iis apparently without fatigue, as 

t t 

^lelaug^hed and talked all the way home, tho* 

the 
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Ihereal distance >vas fifty ipiles, and the bad* 
ness of the roads of course rendered the exertion 
much greater, but 1 was assured this was not 
reuiaikabie. 

On the 6th October after breakfti^t, we took 
lci|ve of our hind hosts : and here instead of put* 
ting on a semblance of concern, i was obliged to 
stifle my actual emotions, lest they should apppp 
affected. I never recollect being equally moved 

4 

at a separation, after so short an acquaintance. 
But Mrs. Barry is so truly amiable, and we 
were treated with such generous hospitality by 
both parties, that it seemed more like a parting 
between near relations, than casual acquain* 
tances. Since then Oceans have rolled bebvecn 
ns, and time and sorrow have combined to efface 
the traces of recollection in my mind of a vari¬ 
ety of circumstances ; yet every thin* I then 
saw and enjoyed, is still fresh in my memory. 
Adieu, my dear madam, fpr a wljile: Ij^l^ve me 

Yours truly 

E. F. 


LETTER vn.; 
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LETTER VII, 

» 

TO Mrs. L———. 

Blacrheath, Isx Am'ch ldl5, 
Mr DEAR Madam, 

On llic 7lh October 1795, we set sail from Ora- 
favia with a fair wind, and a'S it continued, I was 
sorry we were obliged to stop at St. lago, where 
wc anchored, on the in Port Praya Bay. 
This Bay makes a noble appearance; the sur¬ 
rounding hills rising like an ampliithcatre from 
the sea. The next morning we went on shore 
about eiglit o’clock, but were excessively incom¬ 
moded by the sun, which in these climates rises 
very rapidly when once above the horizon. Signor 
Basto the Commandant of the Island, received 
11 ^ very politelyi snd most of the principal in- 

liabitanLs came out to pajf their respects to, and 
gaze at, the strangers; among the rest a tall 
Negro priest, whose shaven crown had a strange 
appearance. Signor B. led us to a summer house 
which he had built for the sake of cooImsb, and 
where there was indeed wind; but the air from 

B 3 % 
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a brick-kiln vionld have been equally 
pleasant and refreshing; while the glare was 

JiiBupportable, as the place was open on all 
sides; fortunately ( had brought a pack of cqrds, 
so to vyhi^t we sat^ and his Excellency the GoverUr 
orjoiiied ns, and (|td us the honour to play seve- 
rnl rubbery; apd l^e spoke neither Buglisb 
iiqr ‘1^^ *1^^ weqoqjd have a- 

ipused qnqh othe^ better, as I hayq ql}sery^d 
betfqre.. \n elegpnt dinner was provided for us, 
at!vyhicli I lyqs obliged to preside. In the even** 
ing vyewqlked qqt tq sfee the country, which 
is . well cultivated and highly pjctiiresque ; but 
the inhabitants mike a wretched appearance^ 
generally liyipg ip hqts, evep yyheii they 
are rich. The sugar'Caiie yaispl Itere is pmark** 

ably strong; they (lave also very good cotton, 

^ » 

which they ipapufaciure into a pretty kind of 
cloth ; but it is very deafj and exceedingly nar¬ 
row, being oqly qhont q quarter wide. After 

tea we returned ft** Bastq 

offered to accommodate us with a liqnse to our- 
* selves; but as it is considered dangerous to sleep 
on shore, we declined his offer, mid bade hiin q- 
dieu with many thanks for his civilities. In' 
the course of the day we learned, that this place 

is 
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IS SO unhealthy, ihut out of twenty who land 
here, fifteen generally die Within six months. 
What a pity ! every production of warm coun-. 
tries thrives here in abutidiince, but Man,, who 
cullivates them^ sickens and (Res. 


bur Captain here laid in a slock for a long 
Voyage, and we set sail with a pleasant gale ; the 
day following wc caught a line dolphin; I never 
saw any tlifhg so b^aiiliful as the coloiVrs it dis¬ 
played vvhen dying, bn the 29th bclobef we 

crossed the Lf^e, and again'poor Sir C-—“*ff 

was the butt Of the parly; he had been taught to 


expect a grea‘t sli’ock bit parsing U, dnd reiillj^ 
stepped forward to fook at it, but th’e b’oatsWid; 
Who was his courrtrymrtfii, advised him tollteep 
aloof; he however detdared very 8“criousIy that, 
** he felt a v^ery great shock, he muht say, at the 

** fifn^V* Nothing further occurred worthy of no- 

( t 

tice ifll bur a'rriva't at Madras, which look place 
on llie2bth. Jaiuiafy 1796. I found this toWn 
much improved ^nce niy former visit, and wfiis 
particularly plerfserf #ilh the fexchange, wlliidi it 
a noble buiUing, ornamented viith whole length 
^icliiret of Lord CorinV«lli», SirEyreCoote, and 
Oenml. Meadows. The Tlwatie and Pantheon 
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where the assemblies are held^ afe three miles 
from Madras. At this jjlace we parted with 
poor Mr. C—H. 1 shall never forget the ago¬ 
ny of tears 1 one c|ay found him in. '' What is the 
"matter’* said I. ‘'MissR—s is going away 
and I ajni^ere,” answered he; the words were 

very comprehensive; many young people will 
be aware that they express love and misery in 

the extreme. Poor Mr. C-11 mast mourn in 

vain, for alas ! "his love met no return.** 

On the 6th February we again set sail^ and 
were fortunately but little annoyed by the surf. 
On the 2^d we reached Fulta^ where the pilot 
being over-anxious to get forward, made sail 

at night, when the soundings vuddenly shallow¬ 
ing he found it necessary to cust anchor, tho* 
not quite early enough, for in swinging round 
the ship struck. At first she lay easy, having 
made a bed in the sand, but when the tide came 

in, she heeled terribly, and it was the opinion of 

most onboard, that she wouldmever be got off. 
The,chief officer advised us to secure w'hatever 
valuables we had, about our own persons, for 
fear of the worst; (which precaution 1 had 

already taken) and used aft possible means for 

the 
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the preservation of the vessel himself. Happi¬ 
ly the risin«^ tide flo^ated her oft*.—You cannot 
judf^e of the atuteness of rty feeliuji^s on this 
occasion ; to see all my hopes^and cares frustrat¬ 
ed ; and the? quick transition from sorrow and dis¬ 
appointment on Seein*^ the ship afloat ag'aint 
without havin^^ sustained the least injury, can 
only be imagined, by those who have experienc¬ 
ed such changes. 

On Wednesday the 2tth February we reach¬ 
ed Calcutta in safety, where w(5 remained seve¬ 
ral months. Here we found a reatiiig place 
after a long voyage, diversitled by many plea¬ 
sant and perilous occurrences, and here there¬ 
fore I shall make a pause in the narrative. 

1 remain. 

My dear Madam, 

Yours truly, 

E. h\ 


L’iirrfiii vm. 
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LETTER VHI. 

TO Mrs. ti -^ 

BilCKiiEAtH, 3d March, IS 15. 

f 

•% 

yty Dear Madam, 

Ow WeiJnesdny tlie *^#111 February flOG 

I mentiiOiied in the condnsioii of my last letter) 
my feet once move pressed the ground of 

CtttcuilR MiSfcj R—8, MissTripler, and nijself, 
itent directly to a 1 a ri^e liVmHe which Mr. Deii'- 
jamTiiv Lacey had taken for us by my desire. 
We procureil a'frei»’ht. for the Minerva and sent 
Iter oif, Within a month after her arrival. The 
a^ip had h'een d^it^hted so lon<r on her pas^agf^ 

from various causes, that oirr goods came to d 

\ • 

very bad market;, ire were compelled thereforCi 
to Belt part by retail, and dispose of the remain* 
by auction'. A small copper bottomed ship 
Called Uie Rosalia, a very s'aHer, was pur* 
tliaaed,. and the command given to Capt. Robin- 
i6W, a’n American, who came out with us, aud 
on the ^th of August following, I embarked 
on her, with Mr. Benjamiu Liacey. aud Miss 

Tripler, 
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Tripler, for the United States, after Mddinj; 
a painful ;^dieu to my <)oar young friend and 
forapanion Miss R—s, lyliose place Miss Trip- 

ler had neither incrnintjpn nor Ability to supply ; 
but having fetter^ ni 3 >elf by an engagement 
1 was forced to submit; besides I cot;4d not well 
have proceeded alone.—We set sail with a fair 
lyind, but a very strong current running astern. 
On the iiiglitof tiie 2Utiith.e water l^rolvcwith $ 4 jc|i 
violence ^g'^iuipL |.l}c ^l)ip, ^hat I called for dead* 
lights, but WAS assured by the Captain that there 
>yas not the least occasion for tlieni; Ipth to be 
thought cowardly pr an ignorant sailor, I ih- 
■lantly gave up the point, but had great reason 
to lament my acqj^^sceiice : in less than a quar¬ 
ter of an hour, tremendous sea broke in 

i 

at the starboard side of the cabin, and half 
ijlled it with water, wiiich soaked a bale of va¬ 
luable njeslins, with me their unfortunate owner- 
On this the pilot bawled out, that if the dead¬ 
lights were not put up instantly, lie would cut 
cable and get unikr weigh ; so at length they 
were fixed.—In the morning we had the addi¬ 
tional mortification to find, that the ship had 
sprung a leak, and what was worse than all, 

that she appeared generally too weak tp sup¬ 
port 
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poft thcr voysfge; but-as it would bare been 
wrbttgtb give bef up wUlmut a trial, we pro:* 
ceeded with the tide to Ingillee, ia the faint 
hope (>nhe leakrclasiiig.—On, the SOth wa 
fcacbed tlie lower bouy of the Barabulla. Our 
leak still continuing to increase, on the 1st 
September we were oWtired to put back for Cal¬ 
cutta. ill the evening of the4lh, we anchored off 
Cooly Bazar, and the next day went on shore 
at CalcsiUa, wtK'rc" the Rosalia was examined, 
and pronoancccl totally unfit for tlie voyage. 

On the TllTi Septomhrr i went onboard the 
Swallow Packet witli Captain Sim,son, who was 
<1 Guinea pig (as it is called) o^oard the Cam^ 
den when I came out in 17S4.* .,fte lias licena 

very fortunate yoang man;, so earfy in life to 
obtain a eommaud. We had a very elegant re¬ 
past oii’l'iffin, and I luiist say, Captain S. seem¬ 
ed heartily glad to receive bis old shipmate^ 
Mr. L— and Miss T— liaviog accompanied me, 

tlie former was taken suddenly with an ague 
ood tever: ibis added to the fatigue, loss, and 

disapp-ointment, I bad 90 lately endured, wa* 

very uear too miicli for me. 1 brought , him 

» 

back, procured the b<*st advice for^ btm> and : 
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In a few days he was relieved; but before hei 
was able to crawl out, I was in the samq situa-s 
tion with a similar intermittent, but esca^d^the 
cold fit: I was exceedin<>;ly reduced but restored 
by the. free use of bark, and other prescriptions 
from Dr. Hare, who never failed to relieve 
me* 

, a 


On the 32jul October Mr. Lacey engaged 
for our freight and passage, on board the Hero, 
Captain Jackson, bound to New York, to sail be¬ 
tween the first and the tenth ofDcceinber. Aasoun 
as my strength returned, 1 bustled about my busi- 
nessA endeavoured to repair my losses, visited 
my friends, and bade them farewell, and every 
necessary prep^^ion being completed, on the 
18tli of Decemti^we went on board at Garden 
Reach, and reached Culpee the 22ad, after a 
tedious passage. Hedging all the way. Here we 
wept on shore, and laid in provisions. On Christ- 
mas day we anchored off Kedgeree. On New 
Year’s day we got under weigh; but unfortunate¬ 
ly the wind faile(tus; and at six in the evening, 
the pilot received instructions not to take uf 
out till further orders. This was a sad begin¬ 
ning of the New Year; the embargo lasted 18 

C 3 day». 
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days, after lyhich we proceeded, though very 
dowly, and on the SOth arrived at Vizagapatam, 
where we ran some risk from the Hero beiiis: 
mistaken for a French Frigate. On the Captain’s 
going on shore^ 1 sent ajetter from my good 

friend Mrs. Child, to Captain Hodson, who return¬ 
ed me a pres^ng invitation, and the next day 
I iound him on the beach with four palanquins 
for me and my friends.. We proceeded to Wal- 
tair, where Mrs, Hodson, Mrs. Child's sister, 
gave us a most cordial reception, and insisted 
on our staying till the ship was ready to sail. The 
next morning I breakfasted with Captain Pit¬ 
man, one of the most elegant young men 1 ever 
saw. He obligingly drove me in his Curricle 
round Waltair, and shewed meArdinia Bay^ and 
several other spots remarkahl|Pi^ their beauty. 

His own house was charmingly situated on a 
hill, half way between Vizagapatain avid Waltair. 
Land here is considered of so little value, that 
every person who built, took in as much as he 

j 

could employ. 

© 

To one whose eye has been fatigued with 
viewing the flat country pf Bengal, tlus place 

appears 
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appeal's (lelighlfiil, but yet diversified prospects 
do not repay the vant of fertile plains. Here 
I bought some beautiful sandal-wood and ivory 
boxes, for which this place is famous. Captain 
and Mrs. H. behaved to us with unbounded 
kindness. In the evening we quit^d Vizagapa- 
tarn. The town makes an agreeable appear^ 
ance from the sea, not unlike St. James Valley 
in Sf. Helena. All who can afford it, live at 
Waltair, which however does not contain above 
ten houses. 

On Friday the 24th. February I once more 
landed on Madras Beach, and the day follow¬ 
ing saw TOany i^my friends; among others 
Captain Gooc^^jmo looked remarkably well: 
there is nothing^ore pleasant than to meet un¬ 
expectedly an old friend, after a long absence 
and in a foreign country. He dined with us, 

and every one was charmed with his behaviour, 
so different from many who on getting into com¬ 
mands, fancy thi^insolcnce establishes superiority. 

On the 27th we dined at St. Thom4, with Mr.* 
Stevens, Mr. B. L ■ . . agent; intheeven- 

ing we sat down to vingt-un, at a rupee a fish, 

which 
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which Mr. S. assured us was very low. I lost 
only two dozen. We rose from the card ta¬ 
ble at half past eleven, and for the honour of 
Madras hospitality, were suffered to ^et into our 
palanquins at that time of nif^ht, without the 
offer of a gj^ss of wine to support us during a 

four miles* jumble, or a shawl to keep us from 
the damp air. 

On the 2d of March Captain Gooch paid us 
a farewell visit: I was a good deal affected at 
parting ; how many thousand miles had each to 
traverse before we met again ! At five P. M. we 
left Madras; there was scarce any surf, but the 
sea ran high. 1 found every thing very dear 
here, consequently made fei^pi^rchases. 

On the 4th of March we got under weigh at 
day break, and set sail for a new country, to¬ 
wards which I now looked with eager expecta¬ 
tion. On the 15th \ had the misfortune to fall 
into the after-hold, which opens into the great 
cabin; the steward having %rtrelessly left the 
, scuttle open, while he went for a candle. I 

was taken up senseless, having received a se¬ 
vere blow on the head and ntany bruises, but 

* ) 

thank 
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Uiank heaven, no material injury. There wa« 
a liir^e ojicn ca«e of empty,bottles under the o- 
pening, and had I fallen the oilier way, I must 
have gone directly on it; judge what the conse¬ 
quences must have been. • 

About the 20th wc began to lie troubled 
with calms and southerly winds, when our 
Captain politely accused Miss 1 ripler and 
me of being two Jonahs, saying he never 
knew a good voyage made, where a AVoinan 

or a Parson ivas on hoard. I had a very 
agreeable revenge, for that very afternoon a 
breeze sprung up, wliicli proved to be the 
trade wind, and for some time we enjoyed a 
fine run; but tlm ship was the most uneasy I 
ever sailed injjSj^Jg an3 pitching on every oc¬ 
casion. On the^S^of April a violent galfe came 
on, and for several days we had very unpleasant 
weather. I was in great^ fear of the passage 
round the Cape, “and we were all in trouble, as 
provisions ran very short: all ourwvine and spi¬ 
rits were expended, and we had neither butler, 

cheese, nor coffee remaining. On the I8lh of 

# 

May we arrived off False Bay, and on the 20th at 
noon, Mr. D. Trail the Harbour-Master came 
on board, and we cast anchor soon after. Mr. 

Lace^ 
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Lacey wrote to Lord Macartney for leave to pro¬ 
ceed to Cape Town, as without his permission no 
passengers are suffered to land. We received a 
visit from Mr. Gooch First Lieutenant of the Jupi- 
ter, an elder brother of Captain Gooch, of whose 
arrival at Madras we brought the first news. 
1 called by invitation on Captain Linzee to look 
at the jDor^ late Admiral De Lucas’ship. Captain 
L. has been three years a Post Captain, tho’ 
not yet four and twenty. When in command 
ot the Nemesis, he cut out two French vessels 


from some Mahomedan Port in the Mediterranean, 
and was afterwards taken himself. He but just sav¬ 


ed his distance now, for hearing at Cape Town 
on his arrival ten days ago, that (he Dort was 
under sailing orders, he sa gm on horsc-hack, 
and arrived but twelve houM^jLre she was to 
have sailed. Mr. Gooch brought Mrs. Losack 
the wife of the Captain of the Jupiter, to visit 
me, and they took us with them on board that 
ship, where we drank tea and supped. 


On Monday the S2d we ^ent on shore at 
noon, and were received by Major Grimstone the 
‘Commanding Officer, who politely apologized for 
detaining us so long. Atone, six of us mount¬ 
ed 
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«d a waggon wilh eight horseft, which to my 
great suipiize were^driven by one man in band, 
at the rate of six miles an hour^ over loose stones, 
or whatever else came in the. way; so that we 
were almost jumbled to death. We passed three 
beaches, and to avoid ^uick-sands, they drove 

through the surf; the roaring of which, the horses 
splashing as they galloppcd along, added to the 
crack of tlie driver's long whip, formed altoge¬ 
ther a charming concert. As the driver cannot 
wield these enormous instruments with one hand, 
another man sits by to hold tiie reins, while by 
lengthening or shortening his arm he dexterously 
contrives to make every horse in turn feel the 
weight of the la sj|^ A t length we reached Capie 
Town in safetvfflnverc ten ibly tired and bruis¬ 
ed. Between tlllHBches. the road (such as it is) 
passes alon| stupendous mountains, from whose 
craggy tops, masses of stone are continually 
falling, some of them large enough to crush a 
church; many haye rolled into the sea, where 

they form a barrjlcr against the surf, and inay de- 
fy its force for ages. 

We heard that the former Governor, General 
Craig, sailed from hence on Tuesday preceding; 

he 
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I •* V 

>vaf once forced to put back^ but the second 
ti(itenipt succeeded. 

There were no less than six vessels here. Tho 

f V. 

fla^ was struck on the Iblh, and would not b^ 
hoisted again until the 15l(i August, during 
which interval the Du^tetl suffered no ships to 
remain in Table Bay. Our p eople are not so 
cuutioua; pei;hap^, experience may render thcrn 
S(^ li like the appearance ^?e place; 
for altho’ the houses are generally low, they oc- 
cupy much ground; being built of stone, or 
covered with plaster, and coijfitaining five or 
six rooms on a floor, they look^ejljl^d though 
with only one upper story, ^MP^itings being 
l^fty, they do not seem d^||^&in height. The 
church is handsome; the 'smice, is performed 
in Dutch and English ; there nre lio pews but 
benches a,ndc|iairs^ which 1 greatly perfer, 
it gives the i,dea of social worship more, and 
is consistent with thalequalil}', which in the more 
immediate presence of God,rbecomes his crea¬ 
tures, as being ecpiall^- deyeudiint on Him. It. U 
true this was partly los^ftorerljecause the Go¬ 
vernor and.hi9 family use benches, covered with 
crimson velvet. We sat off after service for Si¬ 
mon's 
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mon^s Town and reached the ship at 4 P. M. 
On Monday Mr. Gooch took u$ in the morning 
to see the Tremendoun, Admiral Pringle*! ship. 
Here we saw furnaces for heating balls. 

On Wednesday the Slst we dined on board the 
Dort, where we met Captain and Mrs Losackj 
Lord Augustus Pitzroy, Captain Holies of the 
Chichesterf and Captain Osborne of the Trusty; we 

went and returned in Captain L-*8 barge. 

Next day we dined on board L*Itnperieuse with 
Lord Augustus Pitzroy. In addition to our yester¬ 
day's party were Captain Stevens of the Rattle* 
;Sna^e^ Cagtaj^^ranger of the Good Hope.Captaiii 
Alexander'Mr. Pownall Naval Of¬ 
ficer and hiawl||M Trail. HisLorddiip 

gave us a nflfOsClR^nificent dinner, and to my 
great joy, was to^uch the man fashion, to 
urge the gentlemen to hard drinking, as had been 
the case on board the Dort. He has an excellent 
band. When we retired Mrs. Losack and Mrs 
Pownall enteredf’into conversation, about the 
Cape, which they both agreed was the Vilest place 
imaginable; Mrsji;pp^s a line dashing lady. Since 

her marriage, the Jupiter has been on a cruize. 1 
asked her if they were ever fired upon. ** Oli 

D 2 ** yes 
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yes, iTrom a bdUery aad returnedlthe fire. ** Did 
'^yoii gd below?*' Not bindced." " Then I 
suppose you must have been greatly alarmed 
" for fear of being shot ?’* Why to tell you the 
** truth I was so much engaffed in observing: 

how they^ loaded the guns and manoeuvred the 
** ship, that I never once thought of danger.'* 
There is a courageous lady for you! 

We played at whist in the evening and retir¬ 
ed at eleven. Captain Alexander took us on 

board in his Barge. On the 4th of June the Ad¬ 
miral^ at one, fired two guns, then all the Men 

* of War in the Harbour followed withtwenly one 
each : the effect produced b||U|^ Jp^yerberation 
from so many stupendous ^as most no¬ 

ble ! Mr. (^och and the D^^r came on board to 
take leave, and on going away, the boats crew 

t * 

gave us three cheers, which our people returned. 

On the whole, our time passed here pleasantly ; 

the politeness of my Countrynsen, contrasted with 

the manners of our American officers served 

to soothe the irritation of our ^ minds, and teach 

ns to endure that for a with patience, 

which we had often found to be a trial of our 

, * 

. spirits and temper, in the hopes of meeting by 

itnd by with Gentlemen. 


On 
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On ilie 5th of June the wind was as foul as it 
could blow, and split our only main sail. It is a 
great misfortune to aailjna vessel ill provided with 
stores and necessaries : we lirfd an opportunity 
of observing this day, what a good ship can 
perform ; 1/Imperieuse Frigate b4ing order-* 
ed on a cruize, got under weigh at noon, 
passed us at ^ P. M. and was safely out be. 
fore night. Lord Augustus was polite enough 
to hoist his colours while going by, and struck 
them immediately afterwards. Our Captain was 
too|muchof a Yankee however to return the com¬ 
pliment. I forgot to mention, that yesterday 
four large ships catae in; they proved to be the 
Hose, the and the Thurlow East 

India- men, un^^onvay of li. M. 74 Gun ship 
the Raisonahlei 

On the 8th of June we were still in sight of 
Simon’s Town, though we were out two days. 
On the 11th of July we crossed the equinoctial 
Line, and 1 felt satisfied in thinking, that I was 
once more in my .^n hemisphere. Tlwr^ are 
cases in which it is wisdom to please oiirsel^.^8^ 
with trifles; at this time my spirits were very 
low, and sunk with;what I might now ter*w • 
presentiment, 1 approached another ,*cople 
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and another world, wFiich was eventualTy tho 
grave of that property, for 'which I had toiled 
so long. On theSStli of August " a'p^ot carnc oa 
board from Philadelphia, and from hini'.we had 
the mournful account, that a sickness raged in 
the city, alim^st as fatal as that which ravaged it 

a few years before, and that a general distress 
prevailed in America; frequent Bankruptcies^ 
Trade at a stand, and an open war with Prance 
daily expected, as they took every iblng from 
America wliich fell in their way—As we did 
not like to proceed to Philadelphia after hearing 
this accounts we tacked and stood to the north- 
ward, but we had a succession of vexatious 
hinderances, having narrowl^-cscaped ship¬ 
wreck in Egg Harbour, and clfiPwt reach New 
York till the 3rd of Septemb^ ^vhen wa land¬ 
ed at 6 in the evening, and went immediately to 
a house recommended by my friend Capta^in 
Crownin^shield, most happy to p^rt with the 
strange beings with whom we had beei^ so. 
long ah.'d painfully immured. * 

Now having arrived in th^knd ofColumbie^ 
will bid you adieu for a while. 

^ am. My dear madam, 
your's truly, 

E. P. 








